
Agenda 2025-10-27 CC 

AGENDA 

SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY OCTOBER 27, 2025  

5:30 PM SPECIAL CLOSED SESSION 
6:30 PM REGULAR MEETING 

City Council:     1644 Oak Street, Solvang, Ca 93463 
David Brown,   Mayor  Virtual & in Council Chamber 
Mark Infanti  District 1 
Claudia Orona  Mayor pro tem, District 2 
Louise Smith  District 3 
Elizabeth Orona District 4 

PARTICIPATING IN THE MEETING – City Council meetings will be in person and conducted by 
video/teleconferencing through Zoom. The meeting will also be broadcast live on Channel 23 and streamed on 
the City’s website, Vimeo, and YouTube https://www.youtube.com/@CityofSolvang1/ 
• To join by Zoom, visit https://zoom.us/j/3066529195. If you wish to speak, please use the “raised hand”

symbol.
• To join by phone, call (888) 788-0099 and enter Meeting ID: 306 652 9195#. The phone line will be open 30

minutes before the meeting.

5:30 PM SPECIAL CLOSED SESSION 

CALL TO ORDER 
ROLL CALL 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

AGENDA AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS – Available for viewing 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m. at City Hall, 1644 Oak 
Street, Solvang, and on the City’s website https://www.cityofsolvang.com/agendacenter. Additional writings 
distributed to a majority of the City Council after the posting of the agenda will be made available at City Hall and 
on the City’s website. 

AGENDA POSTING NOTIFICATION - Subscribe to receive email or text message notifications when agendas 
are posted online through “Notify Me” at: https://www.cityofsolvang.com/List.aspx 

PUBLIC COMMENT - The public is encouraged to address the City Council in-person, virtually, or in-writing on 
agenda and non-agenda items. If provided in writing, comments must be submitted to the City Clerk at 
cityclerk@cityofsolvang.com by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday before the meeting to be considered. Your comment will 
be recorded and distributed appropriately. Comments on agenda items will be heard at the time each item is 
considered, including non-agenda items. In-person speakers will be invited to make public comments first. 
Virtual speakers will follow. 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION DISCLOSURE - Pursuant to Government Code Section 84308, any party to a 
City proceeding must disclose on the record any campaign contributions made to a member of the City Council 
[or commission] in excess of $500 in the past 12 months. This disclosure requirement includes contributions by 
the party’s agent and aggregated contributions from persons or entities related to the party. Please make the 
disclosure as soon as possible, but not later than the beginning of the proceeding. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT - If, as a participant of this meeting, you need special assistance the 
City will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner. Please contact the City Clerk at either (805) 
688-5575 x206 or cityclerk@cityofsolvang.com. 72- hours’ notice is requested.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!  Do you have about one minute a month to help make Solvang better?  The 
City of Solvang is working with FlashVote to engage the community and gather valuable input from residents to 
inform our decisions.  We encourage residents to sign up at www.flashvote.com/Solvang or call 775-235-2240 to 
participate by phone or text only. 
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1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS ON CLOSED SESSION ONLY
Each speaker will be afforded three minutes and may speak only once.

2. RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION – Initiation of
litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9

One potential case

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION ACTIONS

4. ADJOURNMENT
6:30 PM REGULAR MEETING 

CALL TO ORDER 
ROLL CALL  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1. PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS AND CEREMONIAL ITEMS
a. Code Enforcement Officers Week             4
b. Diablo Power Plant               5

2. PRESENTATIONS
a. Utility Rate Structure Update            7

3. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – NON- AGENDA AND CONSENT ITEMS
To address the Council on items not on the Agenda and on Consent. Each speaker will be afforded three minutes. 

4. CITY MANAGER REPORT AND ADVANCE CALENDAR
Informational Report                   33

5. GC SECTION 53232.3(d) (aka AB 1234) and GC SECTION 84308 (aka SB 1439), REPORT OUT,
EX-PARTE COMMUNICATIONS, COUNCIL COMMENTS, REQUESTS

Meetings attended, contributions made or received, ex-parte communications, Comments and requests 

6. CONSENT ITEMS
Routine, administrative city matters approved with one motion. 

a. Approve Order of Agenda.

b. Approve City Council Minutes: October 13, 2025                 34

c. Quarterly Financial Report July – September                  40

d. Solvang City Council 2025 Goals Update                  68

e. Second Reading for Adoption Ordinance 25-0384 Modifying terms for Advisory Body members 

. f. Third Quarter Marketing reports          80

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None

Agenda 2025-10-27 CC 
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8. DISCUSSION ITEMS:

a. City Hall Feasibility Study         175

b. Discussion and possible action to Introduce for first reading Ordinance No. 25-0385 Amending 
Title 10 of the Solvang Municipal Code and Adopting by Reference the 2025 California Building 
Codes            179

9. COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS

10. ADJOURNMENT
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

I, Annamarie Porter, City Clerk for the City of Solvang, California, DO HEREBY CERTIFY under penalty 
of perjury under the laws of the State of California, that the foregoing notice was posted at the City of 
Solvang City Hall bulletin board at 1644 Oak Street, Solvang, CA and on the City of Solvang website 
not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting, per Government Code 54954.2. 
Dated this 22nd day of October 2025. 
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM 2.b 

Meeting Date: October 27, 2025 

SUBJECT: Support for Diablo Canyon Power Plant license Extension and Coastal 
Commission Approval Proclamation 

PREPARED BY: Randy Murphy, City Manager 
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CITY OF 
SOLVANG 
UTILITY RATE 
AND RESERVE 
ASSESSMENT
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PURPOSE AND SCOPE

1

Provide analysis of 
rate performance 
since HDR 2022 
studies.

2

Compare actual vs 
forecasted revenues 
and reserves

3

Confirm adequacy of 
rate trajectory for 
Water & 
Wastewater utilities

4

Evaluate consumer 
class impact and 
reserve compliance

5

WWTP plant 
upgrades update 
and considerations

6

Utility rate 
comparison with 
surrounding 
communities

7

Rate implementation 
considerations, Rate 
scenarios
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WATER UTILITY REVENUE DATA

* Expenditures include CIP planned for this year but may get carried over

Water Revenues Projected vs Actual

% Diff Proj/Actual RevenuesTotal Expenditures Actual ($)Total Revenue Actual ($)HDR Projected Revenue 
Estimate ($)Rate Increase (%)Fiscal Year

8.0%$4,994,569$5,431,777$5,028,000FY 2021-22 (Base)

1.4%$4,845,626$5,375,934$5,302,0005.5%FY 2022-23

1.2%$5,195,822$5,679,114$5,611,0005.5%FY 2023-24

7.0%$5,070,748$6,349,475$5,936,0005.5%FY 2024-25

0.7%$11,708,895$6,314,527$6,273,0005.5%FY 2025-26 (Projected)

0.0%$6,630,253$6,629,0005.5%FY 2026-27 (Projected)
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PROJECTED REVENUES VS ACTUAL 
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WATER PROJECTED VS ACTUAL REVENUES 
Projected Actual

• The rate study projected revenues to increase 5.5% year over year
• Actual revenues have increased slightly higher year over year
• Steady 5.5 rate adjustments sufficient to match expenditures
• Supports financial stability without excessive reserve growth

10



WASTEWATER UTILITY REVENUE DATA

Wastewater Revenues Projected vs Actual

% Diff Proj/Actual RevenuesTotal Expenditures Actual ($)Total Revenue Actual ($)HDR Projected Revenue 
Estimate ($)Rate Increase (%)Fiscal Year

7.4%$3,887,049$1,959,355$1,824,000FY 2021-22 (Base)

9.1%$2,162,138$2,578,009$2,363,00037.5%FY 2022-23

8.1%$2,497,426$2,956,724$2,736,00017.5%FY 2023-24

2.5%$3,210,112$3,275,366$3,194,00017.5%FY 2024-25

-13.5%$8,091,762$3,274,578$3,784,00015.5%FY 2025-26 (Projected)

-13.5%$3,782,138$4,370,52015.5%FY 2026-27 (Projected)
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PROJECTED REVENUES VS ACTUAL 

• The rate study projected revenues to increase between 15.5-37.5% year over year
• Actual revenues have increased slightly higher year over year
• Steady rate adjustments sufficient to match expenditures
• Supports financial stability without excessive reserve growth
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WASTEWATER PROJECTED VS ACTUAL REVENUES 
Projected Actual
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WATER UNRESTRICTED FUND(RESERVES) BALANCE

Water Unrestricted Fund Balance (reserves) Data

Unrestricted Fund Balance, End 
of FYNet ChangeCapital ExpensesExpendituresRevenuesFiscal Year

$6,853,018UFB as of 6/30/2021

$7,290,226$437,208$166,715$4,827,854$5,431,777FY 2021-22 (Base)

$7,820,534$530,308$880,253$3,965,373$5,375,934FY 2022-23

$8,303,826$483,292$372,894$4,822,928$5,679,114FY 2023-24

$9,582,823$1,278,997$280,337$4,790,411$6,349,745FY 2024-25 ( Prelim)

$4,188,455-$5,394,368$4,903,416$6,805,479$6,314,527FY 2025-26 (Budgeted)
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WATER RESERVES 

• Reserves have remained in the positive over the last five years with minimal CIP project expenses
• FY 25-26 shows a sharp decrease based on CIP projects being completed
• Future CIP projects will run through reserves in next couple years
• Some future projects include, AMI, HCA Middle Well, Reservoir 3 expansion
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UFB
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WASTEWATER UNRESTRICTED FUND(RESERVES) BALANCE

Wastewater Unrestricted Fund Balance (reserves) Data

Unrestricted Fund Balance, End 
of FYNet ChangeCapital ExpensesExpendituresRevenuesFiscal Year

$3,031,353UFB as of 6/30/2021

$1,103,658-$1,927,695$2,114,907$1,772,142$1,959,354FY 2021-22 (Base)

$1,519,529$415,871$254,048$1,908,090$2,578,009FY 2022-23

$1,978,827$459,298$337,503$2,159,923$2,956,724FY 2023-24

$2,044,081$65,254$512,546$2,697,566$3,275,366FY 2024-25 ( Prelim)

-$2,773,113-$4,817,194$4,928,404$3,163,358$3,274,578FY 2025-26 (Budgeted)
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WASTEWATER RESERVES 

• Reserves have remained slightly in the positive over the last five years
• FY 25-26 shows a sharp decrease based on WWTP upgrades project and other CIP projects
• Future CIP projects will run through reserves in next couple years
• Some future projects include, WWTP Upgrades, Lift Stations Upgrades, Manhole and Sewer Line Relining

-$4,000,000.00

-$3,000,000.00

-$2,000,000.00

-$1,000,000.00

$0.00

$1,000,000.00

$2,000,000.00

$3,000,000.00

$4,000,000.00

U F B  A S  O F  6 / 3 0 / 2 0 2 1 F Y  2 0 2 1 - 2 2  ( B A S E ) F Y  2 0 2 2 - 2 3 F Y  2 0 2 3 - 2 4 F Y  2 0 2 4 - 2 5  (  P R E L I M ) F Y  2 0 2 5 - 2 6  ( B U D G E T E D )

WASTEWATER UNRESTRICTED FUND BALANCE (RESERVES) YOY 
UFB

16



WATER CONSUMPTION AND REVENUES RESIDENTIAL VS TOTAL

Water Consumption Residential vs Total

Residential Percentage Residential RevenueTotal RevenueResidential PercentageResidential Consumption 
(HCF)Total Consumption (HCF)Fiscal Year

67.2%$1,482,823$2,207,95167.3%357,973531,820FY 2021-22 

69.8%$1,442,746$2,068,12868.0%302,099444,188FY 2022-23

67.9%$1,422,451$2,094,81067.7%331,958490,039FY 2023-24

64.0%$1,661,125$2,593,79866.2%356,740538,763FY 2024-25
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WATER CONSUMPTION RESIDENTIAL VS TOTAL

• Residential water use trends along with total usage
• Residential usage ranges between 66-68% of total usage
• Usage patterns reflect wet seasons, higher usage during wet rain years
• Residential meters make up 86% of total meters
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WATER REVENUES RESIDENTIAL VS TOTAL

• Residential revenues trend along with total revenues
• Residential revenue share ranges between 66-68% of total revenues
• Slight decrease in residential share FY 24-25 could be due to higher tourism
• Revenues based on residential water usage percentages
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WASTE WATER REVENUES RESIDENTIAL VS TOTAL

Wastewater Consumption Residential vs Total Assumed*

Residential Percentage Residential RevenueSewer RevenueFiscal Year

67.3%$948,122$1,408,571FY 2021-22 

68.0%$1,295,188$1,904,365FY 2022-23

67.7%$1,569,299$2,316,611FY 2023-24

66.2%$1,833,178$2,768,538FY 2024-25

* Assumes percentage based on residential water usage percentage
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WASTEWATER REVENUES RESIDENTIAL VS TOTAL

• Residential revenues trend along with total revenues
• Residential revenue share ranges between 66-68% of total revenues
• Slight decrease in residential share FY 24-25 could be due to higher tourism
• Residential costs burden seem to be equitable based on lower usage and revenue share with 86% makeup of all meters
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WWTP UPGRADE 
PROJECT FUNDING

• Current rate study was built for debt repayment, 20% covered by SYCSD 
contributions. Possible contributions from LOCSD in the future, not built 
into current rate study and not finalized

• Wastewater reserves are designed to cover other CIP projects

• The City is seeking a low interest loan through USDA

• The project is at 30% design, with reconsiderations being implemented

• There are currently no grants available to offset the total costs, recent 
discussions estimate costs ~$25m
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LOCAL COMMUNITY COMPARISONS

• Data used from most recent agency rate adoptions

• Water data is based on 5/8x3/4” meter, 12 HCF(units) 

• Wastewater data compiled based on agency methodology

• Combined bill reflects water and sewer charges for SFR usage

• Solvang water rates fall 18% above regional average 

• Solvang sewer charges are 6% above regional average

• Solvang combined bill is 30% above regional average

• Several agencies have increases forecasted for several years out
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UTILITY BILL COMPARATIVE DATA
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LOCAL COMMUNITY COMPARISONS 2030 PROJECTIONS

• Data used from most recent agency rate study projections

• Data compiled based on same parameters as previous slide

• Solvang water rates fall 10.5% above regional average 

• Solvang sewer charges are nearly identical as the regional average

• Solvang combined bill is 24.2% above regional average
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UTILITY BILL COMPARATIVE DATA 5-YEARS PROJECTION
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CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS AND 
NEEDS 
CONSIDERATIONS

• Water mainline replacement program timeline change, and price 
escalations

• Future well development possible locations, Lot 72, Sunny Fields, River 
Wells

• Possible wellhead treatment projects, Well 4

• Reservoirs expansion projects, Reservoir 1 and 3

• Water shop/office remodel

• AMI and Customer portal projects

• Reservoir 4 cistern rehab 

• Source water monitoring program for WWTP compliance

• Sewer lift station upgrades

• Sewer collections manhole and mainline rehab projects
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RATE INCREASE 
CONSIDERATIONS

• Short-term rate relief improves affordability but reduces long-term capital 
readiness. The climb later will always be steeper.

• Deferral or partial implementation in FY 26-27 may weaken the City’s 
position for competitive grants or bond scoring if local match funding 
appears insufficient.

• Implementing 0, 2, or 5% increase for Water

• Implementing 0, 7, and 15.5 increase for Wastewater

• The City will begin the next rate study in 2026

• Other considerations for offsetting future rate increases
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WATER FUND- FY26-27 RATE SCENARIOS

• The full 5% increase sustains projected revenues near $6.6M.

• Reducing to 2% or holding at 0% would lower revenues by 
$150K-$300K.

• Unrestricted Fund Balances (UFB) would decrease under 
both lower-rate scenarios, slowing progress toward long-
term capital targets.

• Continuing to deplete reserves will limit cash on hand and 
ability to complete CIP
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Water Revenue Scenarios (FY 26-27)

Δ from 5% ($M)Revenue ($M)Rate IncreaseScenario

-0.306.33Baseline held0%

-0.176.46Partial increase2%

–6.63Full increase5%
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WASTEWATER FUND- FY26-27 RATE SCENARIOS

• The full 15.5% increase sustains projected revenues near 
$2.7M.

• Reducing to 7% or holding at 0% would lower revenues by 
$130K-$340K.

• Unrestricted Fund balances would continue to decrease, and 
the Wastewater fund would sink further into negative 
territory.

• Continuing to deplete reserves will limit cash on hand and 
ability to complete CIP2.2

2.3
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2.5
2.6
2.7
2.8

0% Increase 7% Increase 15.5%
Increase

Wastewater Revenue Scenarios 
(FY 26-27)

Δ from 15.5% ($M)Revenue ($M)Rate IncreaseScenario

-0.342.40Baseline held0%

-0.132.61Moderate increase7%

–2.74Full increase15.5%
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STAFF 
RECOMMENDATIONS

• The City should implement the proposed rate increase for FY 26/27

• Begin discussions for next rate study to discuss any possible future 
increase

• Possible Ad HOC committee formation and public forums for 
transparency and input

• Staff is reassessing the CIP plan and setting priorities

• Steady manageable increases will alleviate huge burdens in the future

• Maintaining satisfactory reserve funds will help with offsetting current 
and/or future debt and need for procuring loans
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THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?
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Meeting Date Agenda Item Agenda Dept
10-Nov
24-Nov Library Update Presentation Administration

Urban Growth Boundary Direction to Staff Discussion Planning
Stormwater Annual Report Consent Public Works
Adoption of 2025 Building Code Public Hearing Planning

8-Dec Adopt Urban Growth Boundary Reso Discussion Planning
City Council Reorganization - Appt of Mayor pro tem Discussion City Clerk
Approve 2026 City Council Meeting Calendar Consent City Clerk
Revenue Measures Committee Appointment Discussion City Clerk

22-Dec No Meeting
Future Meetings RFQ Interim Financing WWTP Administration Discussion Finance

Adopt IS-MND for HCA well Public Hearing Utilities
Adopt Mitigation Fees Reso AB 1600 Public Hearing Public Works
Los Olivos CSD Sewer Connection Update Receive & File Utilities
Outdoor dining Discussion Planning
Modify City Code Title 9, Chapter 3, 9-3D-3 Water 
Conservation

Public Hearing Utilities

Divestment of Transit responsibility Discussion Public Works
On-Street Parking Restrictions Policy Discussion Public Works
CCWA Bond Update Presentation Utilities
WWTP Finance Solution Directon to Staff Discussion Utilities

Target Date Agenda Item Agenda Dept
Council Requested Agenda Items 

CITY COUNCIL ADVANCE CALENDAR
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA ITEM: 6.b

SUBJECT: Approve City Council Minutes of October 13, 2025 

PREPARED BY: Annamarie Porter, City Clerk 
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  Regular Meeting – 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM REGULAR MEETING 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Brown called the Regular meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chamber, 1644 
Oak Street, Solvang, California. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor David Brown, Mayor pro tem Claudia Orona, Councilmembers Mark Infanti, 
Elizabeth Orona, Louise Smith 

Staff: City Manager Randy Murphy, City Attorney Chelsea O’Sullivan, City Clerk Annamarie 
Porter Community Development Director Rafael Castillo, Assistant to the City Manager 
Olivia Uribe-Mutal, Public Works Director Bridget Paris 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Michael Daly led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

1. PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS AND CEREMONIAL ITEMS - None

2. PRESENTATIONS

a. 3CE Presentation

Spencer Brandt, Community Relations Manager, Central Coast Community Energy (3CE), narrated a 
PowerPoint presentation with the annual update on 3CE’s partnership with the City of Solvang. 

b. County Assessor Presentation

Michael Daly, Santa Barbara County Chief Deputy Assessor, narrated a PowerPoint presentation 

3. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – NON- AGENDA AND CONSENT ITEMS

Mayor Brown invited public comments. 

Kathy Mobbs 
Denise El-Amin 

There were no other public comments. 

4. CITY MANAGER REPORT AND ADVANCE CALENDAR

City Manager Murphy announced the community cleanup, the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, and 
the Earthquake Brace and Bolt Grant.   

5. GC SECTION 53232.3(d) (aka AB 1234) and GC SECTION 84308 (aka SB 1439) REPORT OUT,
COUNCIL COMMENTS, REQUESTS

MINUTES 
SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL 
Monday, October 13, 2025 
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Mayor pro tem Claudia Orona reported on her attendance of the Cal Cities Annual Conference in Long 
Beach  

Councilmember Smith reported attending the Cal Cities Annual Conference and the recent State of the 
City event. 

Councilmember Elizabeth Orona reported attending the Eastern Management Agency JPA meeting 
and the State the City; and doing a site visit at 1704 Mission.   

Mayor Brown reported a City Leadership meeting, a tour at the Aquatic Center in Lompoc, being invited 
to the Taste of the Valley, attending the United Way Mayor’s Bash, the Senior Center Fundraiser, the 
Viking Car Show; Cal Cities Conference, and a site visit at 1704 Mission.  

6. CONSENT ITEMS

a. Approve Order of Agenda

b. Approve City Council Minutes: September 22, 2025

c. Letters to Governor Newsom re Pending 2025 California State Legislation

d. Public Records Requests Update

e. Approve September Warrants

f. Santa Barbara County Fire Department – Quarterly Reports

Mayor Brown announced that Item No. 8.a will be tabled to a future meeting to allow for further 
research by staff. 

Motion by Mayor Brown to approve the Consent Calendar, as amended, tabling Item No. 8.a to a future 
meeting, seconded by Councilmember Elizabeth Orona, and carried 5-0.  

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS

a. 1704 Mission Appeal

Community Development Director Castillo announced that the applicant has requested that the item be 
continued to the next City Council meeting of October 27, 2025.   

City Attorney O’Sullivan recommended opening the public hearing, allowing the applicant the 
opportunity to confirm the request. 

Applicant Ed St. George confirmed his request to continue.   

Motion by Councilmember Elizabeth Orona, to proceed with the hearing, as noticed. 

The motion died for lack of a second. 

Motion by Mayor Brown to continue the public hearing to the City Council meeting of October 27, 2025 
seconded by Councilmember Infanti, and failed 2-3, by roll call vote, with Councilmembers Elizabeth 
Orona, Smith, Mayor pro tem Claudia Orona, opposed.   

Mayor Brown announced the public hearing will proceed. 

Community Development Director Castillo narrated a PowerPoint presentation with details of the 
project and of the appeal of the Planning Commission. 
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Applicant St. George shared photos of local buildings as references 

Mayor Brown invited public comments. 

Jim Billington  
Jean Seamount  
Michael Mendizza 
Rod Simmons  
Dennis Beebe 
Denise El-Amin  
Janice Zigler 
Kathleen Hawkins 
Melissa Bates 
Kathleen Campbell 
Hans Duus 
David Gebauer 
Thorn Kinersly 
Sierra Falso 
Steve Golio 
Steven Brown, Zoom 
Esther Jacobsen-Bates, Zoom 

There were no other public comments and Mayor Brown closed public comments. 

City Attorney O’Sullivan explained that the decision on this appeal is whether the two elements at issue 
are allowed to remain as is or required to be corrected. 

Discussions continued regarding the design rules, process, Staff concessions, Advisory Body actions, 
setting precedence, future liability, existing examples.  

City Attorney O’Sullivan suggested Council provide input on whether the two elements of the half 
timbers and the roof design on appeal meet the design criteria. 

Motion by Mayor Brown, to approve the appeal. 

Discussion followed regarding the units related to the appeal, adding language to PLN 1, that, “if there 
are inconsistencies with Exhibit B and C, the project shall go before the DRC for final determination” 
and for PLN 5, that “The final landscaping plan shall go to the DRC for final approval”. 

Amended motion by Mayor Brown, to approve the appeal with the added conditions. 

The Amended motion died for lack of a second.  

Motion by Councilmember Infanti, to adopt Resolution No. 25-1303 denying the appeal and adopting 
the Planning Commission decision, seconded by Mayor pro tem Claudia Orona and carried 4-1, Mayor 
Brown opposed.   

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS:

a. (tabled to a future agenda). Focus Point Emergency Management Consulting Services
(FPEM) for Comprehensive Emergency Planning Services AGMT.

b. Agreement with NBS Government Finance Group dba NBS for Downtown Solvang
Business Improvement District (BID) Formation and Implementation Services

Assistant to the City Manager Uribe-Mutal introduced the item and presented details of the item. 
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Danielle Wood, NBS, Zoom, spoke about the process of defining district boundaries, input from 
stakeholders, and the approval process.   

Mayor Brown invited public comments. 

There were no public comments on this item. 

Motion by Mayor Brown, to approve Item No. 8.b, seconded by Councilmember Elizabeth Orona and 
carried 5-0.   

Motion by Councilmember Infanti, continue with the meeting beyond 9:30 p.m., seconded by 
Councilmember Elizabeth Orona and carried 4-1, Mayor pro tem Claudia Orona opposed.   

c. First Reading and Introduction of Ordinance Amending Advisory Body Terms and
Appointment Processes

City Clerk Porter presented details of the report. 

There were no public comments on this item. 

Motion by Mayor Brown, to introduce for first reading, by title only, Ordinance No. 25-0384 amending 
certain sections of Chapter 1, Planning Commission, Chapter 4 Design Review Committee and Chapter 
6 Revenue Measures Oversight Committee of Title 2 Boards and Commissions of the Solvang 
Municipal Code adding to that, ratification of appointments by City Council, seconded by Mayor pro tem 
Claudia Orona, and carried 5-0. 

d. Revenue Measures Oversight Committee Vacancy

City Clerk Porter presented details of the report.   

Discussion followed regarding mid-term vacancies, resignations and the need to notice vacancies. 

There were no public comments on this item. 

City Attorney O’Sullivan stated that staff will post a notice for the vacancy. 

e. Caltrans Mission Drive Traffic Flow Discussion

Public Works Director Paris presented details of the report. 

Discussion followed regarding Caltrans’s limited jurisdiction, impacts of traffic on ancillary streets, data 
tracking and checkpoints, including arterial routes, implementing clear pavement signs, enforcement 
and the parking lot idea. 

There were no public comments on this item. 

Staff directed to continue to work with Caltrans to find solutions. 

f. New City Hall Feasibility Discussion

Motion by Mayor Brown, to table Item No. 8.f to a future meeting, seconded by Councilmember 
Elizabeth Orona and carried 5-0.   

9. COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS - None

10. ADJOURNMENT
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The meeting was adjourned at 10:26 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Annamarie Porter, CMC, City Clerk 
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CITY OF SOLVANG INVESTMENTS

July 2025

FUND FUND % OF

# FUND BALANCE TOTAL

100 GENERAL FUND 21,811,479.66$   51.24%

200 GOVERNMENTAL IMPACT FEES 1,757,031.57$  4.13%

201 TRAFFIC SAFETY 6,778.73$   0.02%

202 GAS TAX FUND 338,802.68$   0.80%

203 LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 494,875.02$   1.16%

204 MEASURE A 1,526,974.92$  3.59%

205 SKYTT MESA LLMD 569,264.07$   1.34%

207 MEASURE U 2,434,181.12$  5.72%

300 CAPITAL PROJECTS (2,513.12)$   -0.01%

500 WATER FUND 7,317,931.80$  17.19%

501 WASTEWATER 2,695,602.20$  6.33%

502 TRANSIT FUND 2,173,702.68$  5.11%

600 EQUIPMENT/VEHICLE POOL 1,402,770.87$  3.30%

800 GENERAL FIXED ASSET GROUP 0.00 0.00%

TOTALS 42,570,944.58$   100%

Interest

Rate

LAIF BALANCE 219,278.30$   4.258%

CHECKING ACCOUNTS 42,351,666.28$   4.258%/4.34%

TOTALS 42,570,944.58$   

** All City investments for the month are in compliance with California Government

 Code, Section 53646(b)(1).

** Current investments meet expenditure requirements for the next six months.
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CITY OF SOLVANG INVESTMENTS

August 2025

FUND FUND % OF

# FUND BALANCE TOTAL

100 GENERAL FUND 22,221,575.45$   51.59%

200 GOVERNMENTAL IMPACT FEES 1,762,935.77$  4.09%

201 TRAFFIC SAFETY 6,801.51$   0.02%

202 GAS TAX FUND 370,193.12$   0.86%

203 LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 496,537.97$   1.15%

204 MEASURE A 1,532,741.16$  3.56%

205 SKYTT MESA LLMD 554,255.38$   1.29%

207 MEASURE U 2,625,762.57$  6.10%

300 CAPITAL PROJECTS (18,744.65)$   -0.04%

500 WATER FUND 7,624,167.57$  17.70%

501 WASTEWATER 2,938,371.14$  6.82%

502 TRANSIT FUND 1,491,386.41$  3.46%

600 EQUIPMENT/VEHICLE POOL 1,407,484.64$  3.27%

800 GENERAL FIXED ASSET GROUP 0.00 0.00%

TOTALS 43,073,598.42$   100%

Interest

Rate

LAIF BALANCE 219,278.30$   4.251%

CHECKING ACCOUNTS 42,854,320.12$   4.251%/4.326%

TOTALS 43,073,598.42$   

** All City investments for the month are in compliance with California Government

 Code, Section 53646(b)(1).

** Current investments meet expenditure requirements for the next six months.

45



CITY OF SOLVANG INVESTMENTS

September 2025

FUND FUND % OF

# FUND BALANCE TOTAL

100 GENERAL FUND 22,237,803.27$   51.58%

200 GOVERNMENTAL IMPACT FEES 1,764,756.67$  4.09%

201 TRAFFIC SAFETY 7,228.89$   0.02%

202 GAS TAX FUND 397,173.84$   0.92%

203 LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 574,988.61$   1.33%

204 MEASURE A 1,577,767.18$  3.66%

205 SKYTT MESA LLMD 537,770.00$   1.25%

207 MEASURE U 2,533,459.83$  5.88%

300 CAPITAL PROJECTS (58,459.90)$   -0.14%

500 WATER FUND 7,563,633.37$  17.54%

501 WASTEWATER 3,055,789.73$  7.09%

502 TRANSIT FUND 1,468,751.18$  3.41%

600 EQUIPMENT/VEHICLE POOL 1,410,113.64$  3.27%

800 GENERAL FIXED ASSET GROUP 0.00 0.00%

TOTALS 43,117,168.69$   100%

Interest

Rate

LAIF BALANCE 219,278.30$   4.212%

CHECKING ACCOUNTS 42,897,890.39$   4.212%/4.272%

TOTALS 43,117,168.69$   

** All City investments for the month are in compliance with California Government

 Code, Section 53646(b)(1).

** Current investments meet expenditure requirements for the next six months.
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0000165-0000688 PDFT     834242

City of Solvang
1644 Oak Street
Solvang, CA 93463

Tel: (877) 930-5213 www.californiaclass.com

Summary Statement
September 30, 2025

Page 1 of 3

Investor ID: C

California CLASS

California CLASS Average Monthly Yield: 4.2725%

Beginning
Balance Contributions Withdrawals

Income
Earned

Income
Earned

YTD

Average Daily
Balance

Month End
Balance

CA-0 CLASS Savings Account 28,241,841.63 0.00 0.00 99,169.32 890,093.66 28,245,147.27 28,341,010.95

TOTAL 28,241,841.63 0.00 0.00 99,169.32 890,093.66 28,245,147.27 28,341,010.95
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Daily Rates
September 30, 2025

Page 3 of 3

Tel: (877) 930-5213 www.californiaclass.com

Performance results are shown net of all fees and expenses and reflect the reinvestment of dividends and other earnings. Many factors affect performance including changes in
market conditions and interest rates and in response to other economic, political, or financial developments. Investment involves risk including the possible loss of principal. No
assurance can be given that the performance objectives of a given strategy will be achieved. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Any financial and/or
investment decision may incur losses.

California CLASS

California CLASS

Date Dividend Rate Daily Yield

09/01/2025 0.000000000 4.3238%
09/02/2025 0.000118470 4.3175%
09/03/2025 0.000118622 4.3297%
09/04/2025 0.000118635 4.3302%
09/05/2025 0.000357231 4.3463%
09/06/2025 0.000000000 4.3463%
09/07/2025 0.000000000 4.3463%
09/08/2025 0.000119040 4.3449%
09/09/2025 0.000118746 4.3342%
09/10/2025 0.000118698 4.3325%
09/11/2025 0.000118598 4.3288%
09/12/2025 0.000356493 4.3373%
09/13/2025 0.000000000 4.3373%
09/14/2025 0.000000000 4.3373%
09/15/2025 0.000119379 4.3574%
09/16/2025 0.000119433 4.3593%
09/17/2025 0.000118363 4.3202%
09/18/2025 0.000116724 4.2604%
09/19/2025 0.000344004 4.1854%
09/20/2025 0.000000000 4.1854%
09/21/2025 0.000000000 4.1854%
09/22/2025 0.000114288 4.1715%
09/23/2025 0.000114221 4.1691%
09/24/2025 0.000114187 4.1678%
09/25/2025 0.000114492 4.1790%
09/26/2025 0.000344334 4.1894%
09/27/2025 0.000000000 4.1894%
09/28/2025 0.000000000 4.1894%
09/29/2025 0.000114709 4.1848%
09/30/2025 0.000114740 4.1880%
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Statement for the Period September 1, 2025 to September 30, 2025

CITY OF SOLVANG - Unincorporated Assn
Account Number:  

Page 4 of 14MN   _CEBSGJLKBBBJFQV_BBBBB 20250930 S

Account carried with National Financial Services LLC, Member
NYSE, SIPC

Holdings
NFS-provided cost basis, realized gain (loss) and holding period information may not reflect all adjustments necessary for tax purposes.  Please refer to Footnotes and Cost Basis Information at the end of this
statement for more information.

AI (Accrued Interest) - Represents interest accumulated since the last coupon date, but not yet paid by the issuer or received by NFS. There is no guarantee that AI will be paid by the issuer.

For additional information regarding your holdings, please refer to the footnotes at the end of the statement.

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS - 1.13% of Total Account Value 

Description
Symbol/Cusip
Account Type Quantity

Price on
09/30/25

Current
Market Value

Estimated
Annual Income

Money Markets 

FIDELITY TREASURY MONEY MARKET FUND FZFXX
7 DAY YIELD   3.76% CASH
Dividend Option Reinvest
Capital Gain Option Reinvest

23,616.19 $1.00 $23,616.19

Bank Deposits 
Bank deposits are not securities and are not covered by the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC).  Funds used to purchase or sweep to a bank deposit are SIPC protected until deposited to a Program
Bank at which time funds may be eligible for FDIC insurance.  Customers are responsible for monitoring their total deposits at each Program Bank to determine the extent of available FDIC insurance. Refer to the
Bank Deposit Detail section which appears later in this statement for information on the banks holding your deposits. If your account was established on the last business day of this month, your statement will not
include a Bank Deposit Detail section. The Interest Rate below is the interest rate effective for Cash Balances in your FDIC-Insured Bank Deposit Sweep on the last day of the statement period.

INSURED BANK DEPOSIT PROGRAM QIDPQ
Interest Rate            0.15% CASH

4,646.7 $1.00 $4,646.70

Total Cash and Cash Equivalents $28,262.89 
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Statement for the Period September 1, 2025 to September 30, 2025

CITY OF SOLVANG - Unincorporated Assn
Account Number:  

Page 5 of 14MN   _CEBSGJLKBBBJFQV_BBBBB 20250930 S

Account carried with National Financial Services LLC, Member
NYSE, SIPC

Page 5 of 14

HOLDINGS > FIXED INCOME - 98.87% of Total Account Value 

For an explanation of fixed income pricing, please see the last page. Redemption schedule(s), bond rating(s), and other information are provided where available. If information does not appear regarding a particular
investment, it is not available.

Copyright 2022, S&P Global Market Intelligence.   Reproduction of any information, data or material, including ratings ("Content") in any form is prohibited except with the prior written permission of the relevant
party. Such party, its affiliates and suppliers ("Content Providers") do not guarantee the accuracy, adequacy, completeness, timeliness or availability of any Content and are not responsible for any errors or omissions
(negligent or otherwise), regardless of the cause, or for the results obtained from the use of such Content. In no event shall Content Providers be liable for any damages, costs, expenses, legal fees, or losses
(including lost income or lost profit and opportunity costs) in connection with any use of the Content. A reference to a particular investment or security, a rating or any observation concerning an investment that is part
of the Content is not a recommendation to buy, sell or hold such investment or security, does not address the suitability of an investment or security and should not be relied on as investment advice. Credit ratings are
statements of opinions and are not statements of fact.

Moody's© Copyright 2022, Moody's Investors Service, Inc.   ("Moody's"). Moody's ratings ("Ratings") are proprietary to Moody's or its affiliates and are protected by copyright and other intellectual property laws.
Ratings are licensed to Licensee by Moody's. RATINGS MAY NOT BE COPIED OR OTHERWISE REPRODUCED, REPACKAGED, FURTHER TRANSMITTED, TRANSFERRED, DISSEMINATED, REDISTRIBUTED
OR RESOLD, OR STORED FOR SUBSEQUENT USE FOR ANY SUCH PURPOSE, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, IN ANY FORM OR MANNER OR BY ANY MEANS WHATSOEVER, BY ANY PERSON WITHOUT
MOODY'S PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT. Moody's® is a registered trademark.

Description
Symbol/Cusip
Account Type Quantity

Estimated
Price on
09/30/25

Estimated
Current

Market Value
Estimated

Annual Income
Original/Adjusted

Cost Basis
Unrealized

Gain (Loss)

CDs 
Certificates of Deposit (CDs), including Market Indexed CD s and Market Linked CDs (collectively, MCDs) are generally shown at estimated market prices based upon a matrix or model pricing method that may not
represent the actual price if sold prior to maturity.  However, CDs and MCDs may be shown at face value for up to seven calendar days from date of issue if estimated market prices have not been received from a third
party pricing vendor.  The actual value of CDs and MCDs may be different from their purchase price.  CDs and MCDs are subject to interest rate risk.  The estimated market price reflected for MCDs may not be based
on the actual closing value of the linked market index on the final maturity date and the market value of MCDs may not correspond directly to increases or decreases in the underlying linked market index.   You may sell
CDs or MCDs in the secondary market subject to market conditions.  The secondary market for CDs and MCDs is generally illiquid.  If sold prior to maturity, the value of MCDs may be less than the purchase amount or
face value. The sale or redemption of any fixed income security prior to maturity may result in a substantial gain or loss, and an early withdrawal penalty may apply.  Certain MCDs may only be redeemed on
pre-specified liquidation dates and may have call features that allow the issuer to call the MCD prior to maturity.  Certain Step Rate CDs are also subject to reinvestment risk if call provisions are exercised by the issuer
and if a CD with a comparable rate is not available.

See sales materials or contact your broker/dealer for additional information.

AMERICAN COMM BK NA BREMEN GA CD 02519TBF2
4.40000% 02/17/2026 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT MONTHLY
Next Interest Payable:  10/14/25
Estimated Yield   4.39%
Accrued Interest            $510.28
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

249,000 $1.00169 $249,420.81 $10,956.00 $249,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $249,000.90 D $419.91
YTD Amortized Premium $1.74   E
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Statement for the Period September 1, 2025 to September 30, 2025

CITY OF SOLVANG - Unincorporate

Page 6 of 14MN   _CEBSGJLKBBBJFQV_BBBBB 20250930 S

Account carried with National Financial Services LLC, Member
NYSE, SIPC

Page 6 of 14

HOLDINGS > FIXED INCOME  continued

Description
Symbol/Cusip
Account Type Quantity

Estimated
Price on
09/30/25

Estimated
Current

Market Value
Estimated

Annual Income
Original/Adjusted

Cost Basis
Unrealized

Gain (Loss)

VALLEY NATL BK PASSAIC N J CD 4.40000% 919853NH0
08/06/2026 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT SEMI-ANNUAL
ON FEB 06, AUG 06
Next Interest Payable:  02/06/26
Estimated Yield   4.38%
Accrued Interest           $1647.17
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

244,000 $1.00441 $245,076.04 $10,736.00 $244,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $244,001.52 D $1,074.52
YTD Amortized Premium $1.71   E

FIRSTBANK NASHVILLE TENN CD 4.00000% 33766NAZ7
11/16/2026 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT SEMI-ANNUAL
ON NOV 14, MAY 14
1ST CPN DTE 11/14/2025
Next Interest Payable:  11/14/25
Estimated Yield   3.99%
Accrued Interest           $3758.90
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

245,000 $1.00254 $245,622.30 $9,800.00 $245,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $245,002.63 D $619.67

FIRST FED SVGS BK HUNTINGTON CD 4.25000% 32021YFJ7
05/06/2027 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT MONTHLY
Next Interest Payable:  10/06/25
Estimated Yield   4.21%
Accrued Interest            $724.83
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

249,000 $1.00849 $251,114.01 $10,582.50 $249,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $249,002.08 D $2,111.93
YTD Amortized Premium $0.93   E

UBS BK USA SALT LAKE CITY UT CD 4.00000% 90355GVZ6
05/14/2027 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT MONTHLY
Next Interest Payable:  10/14/25
Estimated Yield   3.98%
Accrued Interest            $463.89
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

249,000 $1.00472 $250,175.28 $9,960.00 $249,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $249,002.85 D $1,172.43
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Statement for the Period September 1, 2025 to September 30, 2025

CITY OF SOLVANG - Unincorporated Assn
Account Number:  - 7

Page 7 of 14MN   _CEBSGJLKBBBJFQV_BBBBB 20250930 S

Account carried with National Financial Services LLC, Member
NYSE, SIPC

Page 7 of 14

HOLDINGS > FIXED INCOME  continued

Description
Symbol/Cusip
Account Type Quantity

Estimated
Price on
09/30/25

Estimated
Current

Market Value
Estimated

Annual Income
Original/Adjusted

Cost Basis
Unrealized

Gain (Loss)

UBS BK USA SALT LAKE CITY UT CD 4.00000% 90355GVZ6 continued
YTD Amortized Premium $0.56   E

TEXAS EXCHANGE BK CROWLEY CD 5.00000% 88241TST8
08/09/2027 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT MONTHLY
Next Interest Payable:  10/09/25
CALLED ON 10/09/2025 @   100.0
Estimated Yield   3.86%
Accrued Interest            $747.40
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

248,000 $1.00026 $248,064.48 $9,580.24 $248,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $248,002.23 D $62.25
YTD Amortized Premium $0.84   E

MORGAN STANLEY BK N A CD 4.40000% 61776CHU4
02/28/2028 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT SEMI-ANNUAL
ON AUG 28, FEB 28
Next Interest Payable:  02/28/26
CALLABLE ON  02/28/2026 @   100.0000
Estimated Yield   4.39%
Accrued Interest           $1000.07
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

244,000 $1.00154 $244,375.76 $10,736.00 $244,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $244,002.84 D $372.92
YTD Amortized Premium $0.55   E

TOYOTA FINL SVGS BK HEND NV CD 4.05000% 89235MSD4
05/15/2028 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT SEMI-ANNUAL
ON NOV 15, MAY 15
1ST CPN DTE 11/15/2025
Next Interest Payable:  11/15/25
Estimated Yield   4.01%
Accrued Interest           $3778.71
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

245,000 $1.00945 $247,315.25 $9,922.50 $245,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $245,003.09 D $2,312.16
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Statement for the Period September 1, 2025 to September 30, 2025

CITY OF SOLVANG - Unincorporated Assn
Account Number:  

Page 8 of 14MN   _CEBSGJLKBBBJFQV_BBBBB 20250930 S

Account carried with National Financial Services LLC, Member
NYSE, SIPC

Page 8 of 14

HOLDINGS > FIXED INCOME  continued

Description
Symbol/Cusip
Account Type Quantity

Estimated
Price on
09/30/25

Estimated
Current

Market Value
Estimated

Annual Income
Original/Adjusted

Cost Basis
Unrealized

Gain (Loss)

BMW BK NORTH AMER SALT LAKE CI CD 05612LEW8
4.00000% 05/16/2028 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT SEMI-ANNUAL
ON NOV 16, MAY 16
1ST CPN DTE 11/16/2025
Next Interest Payable:  11/16/25
Estimated Yield   3.96%
Accrued Interest           $3705.21
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

245,000 $1.00822 $247,013.90 $9,800.00 $245,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $245,003.09 D $2,010.81

OAK VIEW BANKSHARES INC CD 4.15000% 67134XAZ8
08/25/2028 FDIC INSURED CASH
CPN PMT MONTHLY
Next Interest Payable:  10/25/25
CALLABLE ON  02/25/2026 @   100.0000
Estimated Yield   4.14%
Accrued Interest            $169.87
Average Unit Cost             $1.00

249,000 $1.00123 $249,306.27 $10,333.50 $249,003.50

Adjusted Cost Basis $249,003.39 D $302.88
YTD Amortized Premium $0.09   E
Total CDs 2,467,000 $2,477,484.10 $102,406.74 $2,467,024.62 $10,459.48

Total Fixed Income 2,467,000 $2,477,484.10 $102,406.74 $2,467,024.62 $10,459.48 

Total Securities $2,477,484.10 $102,406.74 $2,467,024.62 $10,459.48 

TOTAL PORTFOLIO VALUE $2,505,746.99 $102,406.74 $2,467,024.62 $10,459.48 
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Statement for the Period September 1, 2025 to September 30, 2025

CITY OF SOLVANG - Unincorporated Assn
Account Number:  

Page 9 of 14MN   _CEBSGJLKBBBJFQV_BBBBB 20250930 S

Account carried with National Financial Services LLC, Member
NYSE, SIPC

Page 9 of 14

Activity
NFS-provided cost basis, realized gain (loss) and holding period information may not reflect all adjustments necessary for tax purposes.  Please refer to Footnotes and Cost Basis Information at the end of this
statement for more information.

PURCHASES, SALES, AND REDEMPTIONS 

Settlement
Date

Account
Type Transaction Description Quantity Amount

Securities Purchased 

09/30/25 CASH REINVESTMENT FIDELITY TREASURY MONEY MARKET
FUND REINVEST @ $1.000        

74.24 ($74.24)

Total  Securities Purchased ($74.24)

ACTIVITY >CORE FUND ACTIVITY

For more information about the operation of your core account, please refer to your Customer Agreement.

Settlement
Date

Account
Type Transaction Description Quantity Amount

09/08/25 CASH YOU BOUGHT INSURED BANK DEPOSIT PROGRAM
MORNING TRADE @ 1         

898.79 ($898.79)

09/09/25 CASH YOU BOUGHT INSURED BANK DEPOSIT PROGRAM
MORNING TRADE @ 1         

1,053.15 ($1,053.15)

09/15/25 CASH YOU BOUGHT INSURED BANK DEPOSIT PROGRAM
MORNING TRADE @ 1         

1,776.43 ($1,776.43)

09/23/25 CASH YOU SOLD INSURED BANK DEPOSIT PROGRAM @ 1         (1) $1.00

09/25/25 CASH YOU BOUGHT INSURED BANK DEPOSIT PROGRAM
MORNING TRADE @ 1         

877.64 ($877.64)

09/30/25 CASH REINVESTMENT INSURED BANK DEPOSIT PROGRAM NET
INT REINVEST        

0.51 ($0.51)
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ACTIVITY  continued

Amount

TOTAL INCOME $4,680.76

ACTIVITY >TAXES, FEES AND EXPENSES 

Settlement
Date

Account
Type Transaction Description Quantity Amount

Account Fees 

09/23/25 CASH FEE Trade Confirms 08/2025        ($1.00)   

Total  Account Fees ($1.00)

TOTAL TAXES, FEES AND EXPENSES ($1.00)

ACTIVITY > BANK DEPOSIT DETAIL

Bank Deposits are not securities and are not covered by the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC). Funds are not FDIC insured until swept to a Program Bank. Customers are responsible for
monitoring their total deposits at each Program Bank to determine the extent of available FDIC insurance. Your ending balance at each Program Bank as of the end of this statement period is shown below. If
you participate in the Bank Deposit Sweep Program, the Bank Deposit Detail section lists banks and ending balances. Funds pending settlement reflect deposits to (credit) or withdrawals from (debit) to a
Program Bank. Please refer to the Program Disclosure document for additional details that may impact the program.

Bank
Beginning

Balance
Ending

Balance

State Street Bank and Trust Co $0.00 $4,646.70

Prior Month's Pending Settlement $41.18

Total Bank Deposits $41.18 $4,646.70
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Footnotes and Cost Basis Information

Amortization, accretion and similar adjustments to cost basis have been provided for many fixed income securities (and some bond-like equities), however, they are not provided for certain types, such as
short-term instruments, Unit Investment Trusts, foreign fixed income securities, or those that are subject to early prepayment of principal (pay downs).  Where current year premium or acquisition premium
amortization is provided, the prior years' cumulative amortization is reflected in the adjusted cost basis, but we cannot provide a breakdown or the total of such prior amortization amounts.

NFS is required to report certain cost basis and related information to the IRS on the Form 1099-B.  Your official 1099-B forms for certain transactions will reflect which lots have been sold for tax purposes.
To apply a specific identification cost basis method to 1099-B reporting, appropriate instructions must be on file with NFS or be received by NFS before the trade has settled.  Absent such instructions, NFS
determines cost basis at the time of sale based on its default methods of average cost for open-end mutual funds and first-in, first-out (FIFO) for all other (including ETFs) unless your broker dealer has
elected to use another default method.  NFS applies FIFO (or other disposal method, if applicable) based on its records, which may be different from yours.  For transactions that are not subject to 1099-B
cost basis reporting, you should refer to your trade confirmations and other applicable records to determine which lots were considered sold for tax purposes.

While NFS must meet IRS requirements with respect to certain information required to be reported to the IRS, NFS-provided cost basis, realized gain and loss, and holding period information may not reflect
all adjustments necessary for your tax reporting purposes. NFS makes no warranties with respect to and specifically disclaims any liability arising out of a customer's use of, or any tax position taken in
reliance upon, such information.

For investments in partnerships, NFS does not make any adjustments to cost basis information as the calculation of basis in such investments requires supplemental information from the partnership on its
income and distributions during the period you held your investment. Partnerships usually provide this additional information on a Form K-1 issued by April 15th of the following year. 

Consult your tax advisor for further information.

D - Adjusted cost basis reflects any cumulative original issue discount, premium, or acquisition premium, and it assumes such amounts were amortized by the taxpayer over the life of the security 
from acquisition date through disposition date. For securities still held, maturity date was used instead of disposition date. Premium amortization was calculated using the yield-to-maturity method. 
Acquisition premium was calculated using the ratable accrual method. If applicable, adjusted cost basis reflects market discount accretion which was calculated using the straight-line method and 
was recognized at disposition date. Gain/loss displayed for this transaction was based on cost basis as adjusted for premium and discount as stated above and does not reflect any losses disallowed 
because of wash sales (if applicable). The adjusted cost basis may not reflect all adjustments necessary for tax reporting purposes and may also not apply if you are using an alternative amortization 
calculation method. Refer to IRS Publication 550, Investment Income and Expenses, for additional information.   E - YTD amortized premium was calculated on the yield-to-maturity amortization 
method.  Cumulative premium amortization from acquisition date through disposition date is reflected in the adjusted cost basis.  For securities still held, maturity date was used instead of disposition 
date.  For tax-exempt securities, amortization of premium is required and is not deductible from taxable income.  For taxable bonds, a tax election may be required to amortize premium, and the 
current year's amortized premium may be deductible from taxable income.  Our adjusted cost basis calculation may not reflect all adjustments necessary for tax reporting purposes.  It may not be 
applicable if you have not made an appropriate tax election or if you are using an alternative amortization calculation method.  Review prior adjustments that you have made, and consult your tax 
advisor and IRS Publication 550, Investment Income and Expenses, for additional information.   

If a sale, redemption or other disposition involved multiple tax lots, the transaction's totals may have been calculated using a combination of adjusted and unadjusted cost basis information. For lots where
adjusted cost basis and its associated gain/loss are known, that was used, otherwise "regular" unadjusted cost basis and its associated gain/loss was used.
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Miscellaneous Footnotes

CHANGE IN VALUE OF YOUR PORTFOLIO is the change in market value of your portfolio assets over the time period shown.  The portfolio assets include the market value of all the securities in the
account, plus insurance and annuity assets if applicable.  The time frame of the graph is from account opening or September 2010, whichever is later, to the current period.   Please note that large increases
and/or declines in the change in the value of the portfolio can be due to additions, distribution and/or performance. 

CHANGE IN VALUE reflects appreciation or depreciation of your holdings due to price changes plus any activity not reflected within Additions and Withdrawals, Misc. & Corporate Actions, Income, Taxes,
Fees and Expenses, and Other Activity sections. Change in Value does not reflect activity related to assets in which NFS is not the custodian (e.g. Insurance and Annuities, Assets Held Away and Other
Assets Held Away).

CALLABLE SECURITIES LOTTERY - When street name or bearer securities held for you are subject to a partial call or partial redemption by the issuer, NFS may or may not receive an allocation of
called/redeemed securities by the issuer, transfer agent and/or depository. If NFS is allocated a portion of the called/redeemed securities, NFS utilizes an impartial lottery allocation system, in accordance with
applicable rules, that randomly selects the securities within customer accounts that will be called/redeemed. NFS' allocations are not made on a pro rata basis and it is possible for you to receive a full or
partial allocation, or no allocation. You have the right to withdraw uncalled fully paid securities at any time prior to the cutoff date and time established by the issuer, transfer agent and/or depository with
respect to the partial call, and also to withdraw excess margin securities provided your account is not subject to restriction under Regulation T or such withdrawal will not cause an undermargined condition.

PRICING INFORMATION - Prices displayed are obtained from sources that may include pricing vendors, broker/dealers who clear through NFS and/or other sources. Prices may not reflect current fair market
value and/or may not be readily marketable or redeemable at the prices shown.

FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRANSACTIONS - Some transaction types necessitate a foreign currency exchange (FX) in order to settle. FX transactions may be effected by Fidelity Forex, LLC. on a principal
basis. Fidelity Forex, LLC., an affiliate of NFS, may impose a commission or markup on the prevailing interbank market price, which may result in a higher price to you. Fidelity Forex, LLC. may share a portion
of any FX commission or markup with NFS.  More favorable rates may be available through third parties not affiliated with NFS. The rate applicable to any transaction involving an FX is available upon request
through your broker-dealer.

COST BASIS LEGISLATION - New IRS Rules will require National Financial Services to report cost basis and holding period information for the sale of shares of open end Mutual Fund holdings purchased on
or after January 1, 2012 on Form 1099-B.  National Financial Services determines the cost basis for all shares of open end mutual funds using a default method of average cost.  Alternatively, account owners
or their brokers and advisors can instruct National Financial Services to determine the cost basis for shares of open end mutual funds by 1) setting up their non-retirement accounts with one of our eleven tax
lot disposal methods available to investors or 2) identifying specific tax lots to sell at the time of a transaction.  Contact your broker or advisor to learn more about the cost basis tracking of your holdings.

Interval Fund Owners: Please note an interval fund is structured as an unlisted closed-end mutual fund, and not a traditional open-end mutual fund. Material differences between an interval fund and a
traditional open-end mutual fund may exist, including trading/liquidity limitations, and buyback and repurchase features. Please refer to the prospectus for the interval fund you own for specific information and
other important considerations or contact your financial professional.

FRACTIONAL SHARE TRADING - National Financial Services ("NFS") will execute the fractional component of a customer order in a principal or riskless principal capacity. This includes fractional shares
liquidations as a result of an ACATS transfer of whole shares or a dividend reinvestment that created a residual fractional position in a customer account.

PAYMENT FOR ORDER FLOW - NFS receives remuneration, compensation, or consideration for directing orders particular broker/dealers or market centers for execution. The source and nature of any
compensation received in connection with your particular transaction, the name of the other party, and the time of execution will be disclosed upon written request.
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GLOSSARY Short Account Balances -If you have sold securities under the short sale rule, we have, in
accordance with regulations, segregated the proceeds from such transactions in your Short Account. Any
market increases or decreases from the original sale price will be marked to the market and will be transferred
to your Margin Account on a weekly basis.    Market Value - The Total Market Value has been calculated out to
9 decimal places but the individual unit price is displayed in 5 decimal places. The Total Market Value
represents prices obtained from various sources, may be impacted by the frequency in which such prices are
reported and such prices are not guaranteed. Prices received from pricing vendors are generally based on
current market quotes, but when such quotes are not available the pricing vendors use a variety of techniques
to estimate value. These estimates, particularly for    fixed income securities, may be based on certain
minimum principal amounts (e.g. $1 million) and may not reflect all of the factors that affect the value of the
security, including liquidity risk. In certain situations, a price may be derived from a single broker quote. The
prices provided are not firm bids or offers. Certain securities may reflect "N/A" or "unavailable" where the price for
such security is generally not available from a pricing source. The Market Value of a security, including those

priced at par value, may differ from its purchase price and may not closely reflect the value at which the security
may be sold or purchased based on various market factors. Investment decisions should be made only after
consulting your broker-dealer. 
Estimated Annual Income (EAI) & Estimated Yield (EY) - EAI for fixed income is calculated using the coupon
rate. For all other securities, EAI is calculated using an indicated annual dividend (IAD). The IAD is an estimate of
a security's dividend payments for the next 12 months calculated based on prior and/or declared dividends for that
security. EY reflects only the income generated by an investment and not changes in its price which may
fluctuate. Interest and dividend rates are subject to change at any time and may be affected by current and future
economic, political and business conditions. EAI and EY are estimates only and may include return of principal
and/or capital gains, which would render them overstated. EAI and EY are provided for informational purposes
only and should not be used or relied on for making investment, trading or tax decisions. EAI and EY are based on
data obtained from information providers believed to be reliable, but no assurance can be made as to accuracy,
timeliness or completeness.

CUSTOMER SERVICE: Please review your statement and report any inaccuracy or discrepancy immediately
by calling the telephone number of your broker-dealer reflected on the front of this statement.  Reports of
any inaccuracy or discrepancy regarding your brokerage account or the activity therein should be directed to your 
broker-dealer at the telephone number and address reflected on the front of this statement and National
Financial Services LLC ("NFS").
NFS carries your brokerage account and acts as your custodian for funds and securities that are deposited with
NFS by you or your broker-dealer.  In addition to your initial contact with your broker-dealer you may
contact NFS at (800) 801-9942.  Any oral communications regarding inaccuracies or discrepancies should be
reconfirmed in writing to protect your rights, including those under the Securities Investor Protection Act ("SIPA").
When contacting either your broker-dealer or NFS, remember to include your entire brokerage account number to
ensure a prompt reply.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  Free credit balances ("FCB") are funds payable to you on demand. FCB are
subject to open commitments such as uncleared checks and exclude proceeds from sales of certificated
securities without delivery of the certificate. If your FCB is swept to a core position, you can liquidate the core
position and have the proceeds sent to you or held in your account subject to the terms of your account
agreement. Required rule 10b-10(a) information not contained herein will be provided on written request. Fidelity
may use this free credit balance in connection with its business, subject to applicable law.
Credit Adjustment Program.  Accountholders receiving payments in lieu of qualified dividends may not be
eligible to receive credit adjustments intended to help cover additional associated federal tax burdens.  NFS
reserves the right to deny the adjustment to any accountholder and to amend or terminate the credit adjustment
program.
Options Customers. Each transaction confirmation previously delivered to you contains full information about
commissions and other charges. If you require further information, please contact your broker-dealer.
Assignments of American and European-style options are allocated among customer short positions pursuant to
a random allocation procedure, a description of which is available upon request.  Short positions in
American-style options are liable for assignment at any time.  The writer of a European-style option is subject to
exercise assignment only during the exercise period. You should advise your broker-dealer promptly of any
material change in your investment objectives or financial situation.  Splits, Dividends, and Interest.  Expected
stock split, next dividend payable, and next interest payable information has been provided by third parties and
may be subject to change. Information for certain securities may be missing if not received from third parties in
time for printing. NFS is not responsible for inaccurate, incomplete, or missing information. Please consult your
broker-dealer for more information about expected stock split, next dividend payable, and next interest payable for
certain securities.
Equity Dividend Reinvestment Customers.  Shares credited to your brokerage account resulted from
transactions effected as agent by either: 1) Your broker-dealer for your investment account, or 2) through the
Depository Trust Company (DTC) dividend reinvestment program. For broker-dealer effected transactions, the
time of the transactions, the exchange upon which these transactions occurred and the name of the person from
whom the security was purchased will be furnished upon written request. NFS may have acted as market maker
in effecting trades in 'over-the-counter 'securities.
Retirement Contributions/Distributions.  A summary of retirement contributions/distributions is displayed for
you in the activity summary section of your statement.   Income Reporting. NFS reports earnings from
investments in Traditional IRAs, Rollover IRAs, SEP-IRAs and, Keoghs as tax-deferred income. Earnings from
Roth IRAs are reported as tax-free income, since distributions may be tax-free after meeting the 5 year aging
requirement and certain other conditions.  A financial statement   of  NFS is available for your personal
inspection at its office or a copy of it will be mailed to you upon your written request.
Statement Mailing.  NFS will deliver statements by mail or, if applicable, notify you by e-mail of your statement's
availability, if you had transactions that affected your cash balances or security positions held in your account(s)
during the last monthly reporting period. At a minimum, all brokerage customers will receive quarterly statements
(at least four times per calendar year) as long as their accounts contain a cash or securities balance.

Sales Loads and Fees. In connection with (i) access to, purchase, sale, exchange or redemption of, and/or
maintenance of positions in mutual funds, ETFs and other investment products such as alternative investments or
private placements ("funds") or (ii) infrastructure needed to support such funds, some funds, or their investment

affiliates, pay your introducing broker dealer and/or NFS sales loads and 12b-1 fees described in the Offering
Materials as well as additional compensation for shareholder services, start-up fees, platform support and
maintenance, and marketing, engagement and analytics programs. Additional information about the source(s)
and amount(s) of compensation as well as other remuneration received by FBS or NFS will be furnished to you
upon written request. At time of purchase fund shares may be assigned a load, transaction fee or no transaction
fee status. At time of sale, any fees applicable to your transaction will be assessed based on the status assigned
to the shares at time of purchase.     Margin.  If you have applied for margin privileges and been approved, you
may borrow money from NFS in exchange for pledging the assets in your account as collateral for any outstanding
margin loan. The amount you may borrow is based on the value of securities in your margin account, which is
identified on your statement. If you have a margin account, this is a combined statement of your margin account
and special memorandum account other than your non-purpose margin accounts maintained for you under
Section 220.5 of Regulation T issued by the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Board. The permanent
record of the separate account, as required by Regulation T, is available for your inspection upon request.     
NYSE and FINRA. All transactions are subject to the constitution, rules, regulations, customs, usages, rulings
and interpretations of the exchange market and its clearing house, if any, where the transactions are executed,
and of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) and of the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority ("FINRA"). The
FINRA requires that we notify you in writing of the availability of an investor brochure that includes information
describing FINRA Regulation's BrokerCheck Program ("Program"). To obtain a brochure or more information
about the Program or FINRA Regulation, contact the FINRA Regulation BrokerCheck Program Hotline at (800)
289-9999 or access the FINRA's web site at www.finra.org.   FINRA Rule 4311   requires that your broker-dealer
and NFS allocate between them certain functions regarding the administration of your brokerage account. The
following is a summary of the allocation services performed by your broker-dealer and NFS. A more complete
description is available upon request.     Your broker-dealer is responsible for:     (1) obtaining and verifying
brokerage account information and documentation, (2) opening, approving and monitoring your brokerage
account, (3) transmitting timely and accurate  orders and other instructions to NFS with respect to your brokerage
account, (4) determining the suitability of investment recommendations and advice, (5) operating, and supervising
your brokerage account and its own activities in compliance with applicable laws and regulations including
compliance with margin rules pertaining to your margin account, if applicable, and (6) maintaining required books
and records for the services that it performs.     NFS shall, at the direction of your broker-dealer:  (1) execute,
clear and settle transactions processed through NFS by your broker-dealer, (2) prepare and send transaction
confirmations and periodic statements of your brokerage account (unless your broker-dealer has undertaken to do
so). Certain securities pricing and descriptive information may be provided by your broker-dealer or obtained from
third parties deemed to be reliable, however, this information has not been verified by NFS, (3) act as custodian
for funds and securities received by NFS on your behalf, (4) follow the instructions of your broker-dealer with
respect to transactions and the receipt and delivery of funds and securities for your brokerage account, and (5)
extend margin credit for purchasing or carrying securities on margin. Your broker-dealer is responsible for
ensuring that your brokerage account is in compliance with federal, industry and NFS margin rules, and for
advising you of margin requirements. NFS shall maintain the required books and records for the services it
performs.   Securities in accounts carried by     NFS are protected in accordance with the Securities Investor
Protection Corporation ("SIPC") up to $500,000.  The $500,000 total amount of SIPC protection is inclusive of up
to $250,000 protection for claims for cash, subject to periodic adjustments for inflation in accordance with terms
of the SIPC statute and approval by SIPC's Board of Directors.  NFS also has arranged for coverage above these
limits. Neither coverage protects against a decline  in the market value of securities, nor does either coverage
extend to certain securities that are considered ineligible for coverage. For more details on SIPC, or to request a
SIPC brochure, visit      www.sipc.org   or call 1-202-371-8300. Funds used to purchase or sweep to a bank
deposit are SIPC protected until deposited to a Program Bank at which time funds may be eligible for FDIC
insurance. Assets Held Away, commodities, unregistered investment contracts, futures accounts, loaned
securities and other investments may not be covered. Precious metals are not covered by SIPC protection. Mutual
funds and/or other securities are not backed or guaranteed by any bank, nor are they insured by the FDIC and
involve investment risk including possible loss of principal.
End of Statement 722239.10.0
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City of Solvang

Please note the Grand Total is your actual fund account balance at the end of the period, including all contributions per GASB 74 paragraph 22 and accrued disbursements.  Please review your statement promptly. All information contained in your statement
will be considered true and accurate unless you contact us within 30 days of receipt of this statement. If you have questions about the validity of this information, please contact CERBT4U@calpers.ca.gov.
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CERBT Strategy 2
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Statement of Transaction Detail for the Quarter Ending 09/30/2025

City of Solvang

Entity #:  

Date Description Amount Unit Value Units NotesCheck/Wire

If you have any questions or comments regarding the new statement format please contact CERBT4U@CalPERS.ca.gov

Client Contact:

CERBT4U@CalPERS.ca.gov

Page 2 of 2
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM 6.f 

Meeting Date: October 27, 2025 

SUBJECT: Solvang Council Goals 2024/26 Fifth Quarterly Update 

PREPARED BY: Randy Murphy, City Manager 

DISCUSSION:  
As has been previously discussed, Council held a workshop in March 2024 and identified a list of 33 
community goals. These goals were discussed during the subsequent budget process and Council 
identified the first sixteen as priorities during the subsequent biennial budget cycle. By way of reminder, 
many of the goals were not expected to be achieved within that timeframe. However, they are intended 
to help keep staff focused on areas that Council has determined to be most important. 

Please note that all goals remain as originally approved by Council at the workshop. So, although Goal 
#17 still suggests that Lot 72 might be developed as a site for workforce housing, subsequent 
discussions by Council have removed it from consideration. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:   
“I move to receive and file the Fifth Council Goal Quarterly Update” 

ALTERNATIVES: 
None. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
A. Update #5 to Solvang City Council Goals 2024/2026
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Update #5 to Solvang City Council Goals 2024/2026 

Page 1 of 3 

 
1. Analyze all parking improvement opportunities to relieve congestion and financial options. – 

Public Works/Planning 
Funds budgeted to provide services related to off-site parking at the Mission and other locations. 
Recent discussions with Caltrans officials suggest options to channelize pedestrian movements on 
Mission may be attainable in the not-too-distant future. More to come. 
 
On September 23, 2025, City staff participated in a collaborative meeting with six Caltrans 
representatives, including staff from Traffic Safety and Planning. The purpose of the meeting was to 
review existing and potential traffic and pedestrian issues along Mission Drive (SR 246) and to 
discuss both near-term and long-term solutions. Topics included: 
• Protected Left turn at Fifth St. (north bound) & Mission Dr. Intersection 
• Protected Left Turn at Alisal Rd. (south bound) & Mission Dr. Intersection 
• Restricted pedestrian crossings along Mission Dr. 
• Scoping for our next Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant application to be submitted in 

November, 2025. 
 

2. Analyze limited uses in the Urban Growth Boundary for affordable and work force housing to 
meet State Law and community needs. – Planning 
City staff will be preparing an item later this year to discuss the UGB and options the City Council 
has regarding the municipal code and potential analysis to remove, modify, etc. for water security, 
emergency ingress/egress, and potential future housing locations.  
 

3. Identify all existing opportunities for affordable housing in TRC especially from “walkable” 
locations. – Planning   
Staff continues to explore options related to recent changes in the City’s zoning ordinances that will 
allow conversions of single-use commercial properties into multi-use. 
 

4. Pursue Solvang becoming a regional Wastewater Treatment Provider. – Utilities 
Staff continues to communicate with Los Olivos CSD regarding their project but no significant 
changes have been made. 
 

5. Start process to update outdated codes and ordinances. – Planning 
The City Council has adopted a major overhaul of the City’s Zoning Ordinance that went into effect 
January 8, 2025. City staff has identified additional work efforts that need to be completed in 2025. 
Those include amendments to the Sign Ordinance and Subdivision Ordinance, as well as 
landscaping, lighting, and fencing amendments. City staff will also have to codify the 2025 California 
Building Code (CBC) by Fall of 2025. – No changes 
 

6. Analyze means to improve police response and enforcement including private security, 
technology, and increased Sheriff services. – City Manager  
The City Council approved a three-year pilot program for AI-enabled surveillance cameras to 
enhance crime deterrence and investigations. Camera locations were selected in coordination with 
the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office, and a Surveillance Policy adopted on September 8 now 
guides implementation. Staff is working with the consultant to proceed with camera installation. 
 

7. Assess opportunities and financing to improve traffic, pedestrian, and bicycle circulation in 
general and especially on SR 246. – Planning/Public Works 
This is included as part of Goal # 1.  
 
The City will be submitting another Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant application in 
November 2025 for FY 2026/27. Staff requested Caltrans’ guidance to help facilitate the appropriate 
data collection and analysis requirements to support planning and consultant procurement. Caltrans 
agreed to provide example scopes of work from Active Transportation Program (ATP) grants, which 
could serve as a template for developing a comprehensive multimodal model and supporting data 
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Update #5 to Solvang City Council Goals 2024/2026 (cont.) 
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collection. Additionally, Caltrans suggested the possibility of partnering with Cal Poly students to 
assist with planning and modeling of potential solutions. 

 
8. Develop more local events to broaden and even out tourism activities. – Marketing  

Efforts with Solvang businesses and Solvang Chamber to bring "Harvest, Haunts and Happenings" 
- this includes several events for locals and tourists to enjoy during the month of October.  Also 
included Halloween-themed lights for the month of October. 
 

9. Assess opportunities to support and use local organizations more effectively to meet 
community needs and volunteers. – Marketing  
No update 
 

10. Streamline the entitlement and building process make it easier for residents and businesses 
to improve their property. – Planning  
The new Zoning Ordinance allows for more “by right” projects through the creation of a zoning 
ordinance process. City staff has established time frames for building permits and has taken over 
permitting functions and is now issuing permits 5 days a week and has completed a transition to 
accept all digital submittals. City staff has completed Planning Application checklists and Building 
Permit Checklists which are now available on our website. City staff has revamped its permitting 
systems and is now tracking metrics to ensure timely reviews of building permits to meet 
established building permit turnaround times. Building Permit turnaround times have fallen to 
between 20 and 25 business days for major construction projects, less than 10 business days for 
minor permits and less than 24 hours for over-the-counter permits. – No changes  
 

11. Evaluate market potential for expanding business meetings, retreats, and boutique 
conferences. – Marketing 
Candice recently attended IPW in Chicago working with Buellton and Visit SYV to bring tour groups, 
meetings, conferences, etc. to Solvang. 
 

12. Explore BID to support downtown in a manner that would have Chamber support. – City 
Manager  
The City Manager introduced the Business Improvement District (BID) concept to the Chamber, 
which expressed initial interest. On August 11, the City released the RFP for Downtown Solvang 
Business Improvement District Formation and Implementation Services. Staff anticipates bringing 
an award recommendation to Council on October 13. 
 

13. Analyze increased water storage and/or supply with additional and/or larger reservoirs and 
development of injection wells for ground water storage for drought years independently or 
with other water purveyors. – Utilities  
No update 
 

14. Assess Library needs, opportunities, and funding. – Administration  
No update 
 

15. Assess regional opportunities on use and development of water infrastructure. – Utilities  
No update 

 
16. Analyze feasibility to reuse wastewater either as reclaimed wastewater, enhanced treatment 

for well injection or as direct potable water. – Utilities (combine w 15) 
No update  
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Update #5 to Solvang City Council Goals 2024/2026 (cont.) 

Page 3 of 3 

 
Council directed staff to work on the top 16 for FYs 24/5 to 25/6. Other goals that were identified during 
the process but not currently in focus: 
 
17. Evaluate feasibility of workforce housing opportunities with Alisal Ranch and Lot 72. – 

Planning  
Lot 72 is off of this list for purposes of housing opportunities. 

18. Assess opportunities to make existing transit more effective in the overall transportation 
needs of the community.  – Public Works  

19. Evaluate the opportunities to improve overall public safety services. – City Manager 
(combine w 6) 
On August 11, the City released the RFP for Comprehensive Emergency Planning Services to 
strengthen the City’s resilience and readiness for disasters and emergencies. The scope includes 
Updating the City’s 2014 Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), developing the City’s first Continuity 
of Operations Plan (COOP), conducting an Emergency Operations Center (EOC) inventory and gap 
analysis, with recommendations for improvements, delivering staff training, tabletop exercises, and 
after-action reports. Staff anticipates bringing an award recommendation to Council on October 13. 

20. Develop a Danish Heritage Master Plan. – Planning  
21. Assess the ability to expand and diversify commerce and industry to augment tourism 

dependent revenues. – City Manager  
22. Analyze community meeting space needs and methods of achieving those needs with 

existing and additional facilities. – City Manager (combine w 11) 
23. Develop a long-term infrastructure Maintenance Master Plan. – Public Works  
24. Explore means to minimize the adverse impacts of tourism on the quality of life of the 

residents. – Marketing  
Lot 72 temporary parking lot for Julefest that will help reduce the impact of parking in surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

25. Develop a five-year marketing plan for tourism and other business opportunities for a more 
sustainable and less volatile revenue base. – Marketing  

26. Analyze the opportunities for broader business development. – Planning (combine w 21) 
27. Develop options for meeting the cities’ administrative and operational needs. – 

Administration  
28. Develop a long-term infrastructure and funding plan. – Finance  
29. Evaluate the Senior Service programs long term needs. – Administration  
30. Update sign codes and home occupation ordinances. – Planning  
31. Consider establishing mid-range housing requirements. – Planning  
32. Develop strategy to reduce or eliminate PERS liability. – City Manager  

Policy completed and approved by Council. 
33. Assess community outreach programs. – City Manager  

Established an agreement for one year of monthly digital newsletters and quarterly mailed 
newsletters. Launched the first digital edition in September 2025. 

71



 CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Item 6.e 

Meeting Date: October 27, 2025 

SUBJECT: Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 25-0384 to Amend Advisory 
Body Terms and Appointment Processes 

PREPARED BY: Annamarie Porter, City Clerk 

DISCUSSION: 
At the October 13, 2025, meeting, the City Council introduced for first reading Ordinance No. 25-0384. 
This ordinance, if adopted, will amend various sections of the Solvang Municipal Code related to 
advisory body terms and appointment procedures to establish staggered terms, standardize 
appointment and removal procedures, and ensure consistency among all advisory bodies, including the 
Planning Commission, Design Review Committee, and Revenue Measures Oversight Committee. 

The proposed updates to the Municipal Code would establish four-year terms for members appointed 
by individual Council Members and two-year terms for members appointed by the Mayor, with 
staggered appointment cycles designed to promote stability, continuity, and institutional knowledge 
across advisory bodies. These amendments are intended to reduce administrative burdens on staff, 
ensure consistency among advisory body procedures, and improve the overall effectiveness of the 
City’s boards and commissions. Consistent with Council direction at its last meeting, the ordinance now 
also requires that all appointments be ratified by a majority vote of the City Council.  

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 25-0384, amending certain sections of 
Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the Solvang Municipal Code to implement the proposed changes 
related to the terms, appointment procedures, and membership structure of the City’s advisory bodies. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
I move to adopt Ordinance No. 25-0384 Amending certain sections of Chapter 1 (Planning 
Commission), Chapter 4 (Design Review Committee), and Chapter 6 (Revenue Measures Oversight 
Committee) of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the Solvang Municipal Code to implement changes 
regarding advisory body terms and appointment procedures. 

ALTERNATIVES: 
Council could choose not to adopt the ordinance. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is no fiscal impact directly from implementing the ordinance, however there may be cost savings 
from increase efficiencies in the recruitment process.  

ATTACHMENTS: 
A. Ordinance No 25-0384
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O-25-0384 Advisory Body Terms 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-0384 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA 
AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 1 (PLANNING COMMISSION), 

CHAPTER 4 (DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE), AND CHAPTER 6 (REVENUE 
MEASURES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE) OF TITLE 2 (BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS) 

OF THE SOLVANG MUNICIPAL CODE 

 WHEREAS, members of advisory bodies to the City Council, including the Planning 
Commission, the Design Review Committee and the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee, serve 
two (2) year terms; and 

 WHEREAS, members of the Design Review Committee and the Planning Commission do not 
have staggered terms; and  

  WHEREAS, members of the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee serve staggered terms; 
and  

WHEREAS, this arrangement results in significant administrative burdens on staff to recruit all 
members of the Design Review Committee and Planning Commission every two years and to recruit 
some members of the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee every year; and 

WHEREAS, this arrangement disrupts the continuity and the effectiveness of advisory bodies 
and makes it difficult for advisory bodies to retain institutional knowledge, and  

WHEREAS, amending advisory bodies terms to be four years for those members appointed by 
City Council members and two years for those members appointed by the Mayor and staggering such 
advisory body member terms will reduce administrative burdens and improve continuity and 
effectiveness and foster institutional knowledge; and 

WHEREAS, the Solvang Municipal Code sets forth the procedures and requirements for 
appointment, vacancy, removal and other matters for each of the advisory bodies; and 

WHEREAS, these procedures and requirements are inconsistent among advisory bodies; and 

 WHEREAS, these inconsistencies create additional administrative burden for staff to track and 
implement similar but slightly different procedures and requirements for each advisory body; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend and stagger the terms of advisory bodies and to 
establish consistent advisory body procedures and requirements and thereby reduce administrative 
burdens and improve advisory body effectiveness.  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PEOPLE OF THE CHARTERED CITY OF SOLVANG DO ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Section 2-1-2 (Membership) of Chapter 1 (Planning Commission), of Title 2 (Boards and 
Commissions) of the City of Solvang Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

§ 2-1-2 Membership. 

A. Appointment. Consistent with subsection C, each City Council member, on behalf of their respective 
City Council District, shall appoint one Planning Commission member and the Mayor shall appoint one 
Planning Commission member. Such appointments shall be subject to ratification by majority vote of 
the City Council. In the event a City Council member or the Mayor declines to make an appointment, 
the appointment will be made by a majority vote of the City Council. Notwithstanding appointment by a 
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City Council member from a City Council District, members of the Planning Commission shall not be 
required to reside in the same City Council District as the appointing City Council member, and all 
members of the Planning Commission shall serve at large.  

B. Qualifications. Each member of the Planning Commission shall be a legal resident within the City at 
the time of his or her appointment and during his or her tenure in office. 

C. Term.   
1. The term for each Planning Commission member appointed by a City Council member shall be for 
four (4) years, and the term for each Planning Commission member appointed by the Mayor shall be for 
two (2) years with such terms commencing on March 1 in the year following the regular election of the 
appointing City Council member or Mayor.  
 
2. All Planning Commission members shall continue to hold and exercise their respective positions on 
the Planning Commission until the appointment of their respective successors. 
 
3. Notwithstanding subsection C.1., a person elected or appointed to a City Council seat to fill a 
vacancy created by election or appointment of a sitting City Council member to the office of Mayor shall 
appoint the Planning Commission member for the two (2) year term on behalf of the newly elected or 
appointed Mayor so that, except in the event of a vacancy, all members of the City Council, including 
the Mayor, shall have each appointed only one Planning Commission member.  

 
D. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as set forth in subsection A of this section by the Mayor 
or the current representative of the City Council District making the original appointment. 

E. Removal. Planning Commissioners serve at the pleasure of the City Council and may be removed at 
any time by affirmative vote of three or more members of the City Council. A member who is absent for 
three (3) consecutive meetings without approval by a majority of the Planning Commission members 
shall be automatically removed from membership without further action by the City Council. Removal by 
Council or due to unapproved absence shall create a vacancy under subsection D of this section. 

F. Compensation and Expenses. Any compensation of the commissioners shall be fixed by resolution 
of the City Council, and commissioners may be reimbursed for their valid expenses incurred on official 
City business. 

SECTION 2. Clause 1, of Subsection A (Organization) of Section 2-1-3 (Organization and Meetings) 
of Chapter 1 (Planning Commission), of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang 
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

1. Officers of the Planning Commission shall include the chair and vice-chair. The vice-chair shall serve 
as the chair, pro tempore, when the chair is absent. The chair and vice-chair shall be elected from 
among the Planning Commission members by a majority of the members present at the first regular 
meeting of the Planning Commission on or after March 1. 

SECTION 3. Section 2-4-2 (Membership) of Chapter 4 (Design Review Committee), of Title 2 (Boards 
and Commissions) of the City of Solvang Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

§ 2-4-2 Membership. 

A. Appointment. Consistent with subsection C, each City Council member, on behalf of their respective 
City Council District, shall appoint one Design Review Committee member and the Mayor shall appoint 
one Design Review Committee member. Such appointments shall be subject to ratification by majority 
vote of the City Council. In the event a City Council member or the Mayor declines to make an 
appointment, the appointment will be made by a majority vote of the City Council. Notwithstanding 
appointment by a City Council member from a City Council District, members of the Design Review 
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Committee shall not be required to reside in the same City Council District as the appointing City 
Council member, and all members of the Design Review Committee shall serve at large.  

B. Qualification. Each Design Review Committee member shall be a legal resident or a business 
operator with a business within the Santa Ynez Valley at the time of the member's appointment and 
during the member's tenure in office. Each member should have a demonstrated interest in, and 
knowledge of, architectural history, architecture, local history or be knowledgeable in fields related to 
historic preservation, construction, planning, geography, landscape architecture, urban design, Danish 
culture, arts, or real estate. As used herein, "Santa Ynez Valley" is coterminous with the following ZIP 
codes: 93463, 93464, 93441, and 93460. 

C. Term. 
1. The term for each Design Review Committee member appointed by a City Council member shall be 
for four (4) years, and the term for each Design Review Committee member appointed by the Mayor 
shall be for two (2) years with such terms commencing on March 1 in the year following the regular 
election of the appointing City Council member or Mayor. 
 
2. All Design Review Committee members shall continue to hold and exercise their respective positions 
on the Design Review Committee until the appointment of their respective successors. 

3. Notwithstanding subsection C.1., a person elected or appointed to a City Council seat to fill a 
vacancy created by election or appointment of a sitting City Council member to the office of Mayor shall 
appoint the Design Review Committee member for the two (2) year term on behalf of the newly elected 
or appointed Mayor so that, except in the event of a vacancy, all members of the City Council, including 
the Mayor, shall have each appointed only one Design Review Committee member.  

D. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term in the same manner as set forth in 
subsection A of this section by the Mayor or the current representative of the City Council District 
making the original appointment. 

E. Removal. Design Review Committee members serve at the pleasure of the City Council and may be 
removed at any time by affirmative vote of three or more members of the City Council. A Design 
Review Committee member who is absent for three (3) consecutive meetings without approval by a 
majority of the Design Review Committee members shall be automatically removed from membership 
without further action by the City Council. Removal by Council or due to unapproved absence shall 
create a vacancy that shall be filled pursuant to subsection D of this section.  

F. Compensation and Expenses. Any compensation of the Design Review Committee members shall 
be fixed by resolution of the City Council. Design Review Committee members may be reimbursed for 
their necessary and actual expenses incurred on official City business in accordance with City policy. 

SECTION 4. Clause 1 of Subsection A (Organization) of Section 2-4-3 (Organization and meetings) of 
Chapter 4 (Design Review Committee), of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang 
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

1. Officers of the Design Review Committee shall include the chair and vice-chair. The vice-chair shall 
serve as the chair, pro tempore, when the chair is absent. The chair and vice-chair shall be elected 
from among the Design Review Committee members by a majority of the members present at the first 
regular meeting of the Design Review Committee on or after March 1. 

SECTION 5. Clause 6 of Subsection A (Organization) of Section 2-4-3 (Organization and meetings) of 
Chapter 4 (Design Review Committee), of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang 
Municipal Code is hereby deleted in its entirety.  
 
SECTION 6. Subsection B (Regular Meetings) of Section 2-4-3 (Organization and meetings) of Chapter 
4 (Design Review Committee), of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang Municipal  
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Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
B. Regular Meetings. The Design Review Committee shall hold regularly scheduled public meetings. 

SECTION 7. Subsection C (Appeals) of Section 2-4-3 (Organization and meetings) of Chapter 4 
(Design Review Committee), of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang Municipal 
Code is hereby retitled and amended to read as follows: 

C. Rules. The Design Review Committee shall adopt rules for the transaction of its business and shall 
keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings and determinations. 

SECTION 8. Subsection E (Conflict of Interest) of Section 2-4-3 (Organization and meetings) of 
Chapter 4 (Design Review Committee), of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang 
Municipal Code is hereby deleted in its entirety.  

SECTION 9. Section 2-6-1 (Purpose and scope) of Chapter 6 (Revenue Measures Oversight 
Committee), of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang Municipal Code is hereby 
retitled and amended to read as follows: 

§ 2-6-1 Committee establishment, purpose and scope. 

1. Establishment. There is hereby created and established a committee consisting of five members to 
be known as the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee. 

2. Purpose and Scope. The Revenue Measures Oversight Committee is an advisory committee 
appointed by the City Council of the City of Solvang. The purpose of the Revenue Measures Oversight 
Committee is to review the revenue and expenditure of funds from taxes established by the voters, as 
assigned by the City Council, and to help ensure accountability to voters regarding such expenditures. 

SECTION 10. Section 2-6-2 (General duties) of Chapter 6 (Revenue Measures Oversight Committee), 
of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang Municipal Code is hereby retitled and 
amended to read as follows: 

§ 2-6-2 Membership. 

A. Appointment. Consistent with subsection C, each City Council member, on behalf of their respective 
City Council District, shall appoint one Revenue Measures Oversight Committee member and the 
Mayor shall appoint one Revenue Measures Oversight Committee member. Such appointments shall 
be subject to ratification by majority vote of the City Council. In the event a City Council member or the 
Mayor declines to make an appointment, the appointment will be made by a majority vote of the City 
Council. Notwithstanding appointment by a City Council member from a City Council District, members 
of the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee shall not be required to reside in the same City Council 
District as the appointing City Council Member, and all members of the Revenue Measures Oversight 
Committee shall serve at large.  

B. Qualifications. Each Revenue Measures Oversight Committee member shall be a legal resident or a 
business operator with a business within the Santa Ynez Valley at the time of the member’s 
appointment and during the member’s tenure in office. As used herein, “Santa Ynez Valley” is 
coterminous with the following ZIP codes: 93463, 93441, 93460. 

C. Term.  
1. The term for each Revenue Measures Oversight Committee member appointed by a City Council 
member shall be for four (4) years, and the term for each Revenue Measures Oversight Committee 
member appointed by the Mayor shall be for two (2) years with such terms commencing on March 1 in 
the year following the regular election of the appointing City Council member or Mayor.  
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2. All Revenue Measures Oversight Committee members shall continue to hold and exercise their 
respective positions on the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee until the appointment of their 
respective successors. 

3. Notwithstanding subsection C.1., a person elected or appointed to a City Council seat to fill a 
vacancy created by election or appointment of a sitting City Council member to the office of Mayor shall 
appoint the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee member for the two (2) year term on behalf of the 
newly elected or appointed Mayor so that, except in the event of a vacancy, all members of the City 
Council, including the Mayor, shall have each appointed only one Revenue Measures Oversight 
Committee member.  

D. Vacancies. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term in the same manner as set 
forth in Subsection A of this section by the Mayor or the current representative of the City Council 
District making the original appointment. 

E. Removal. Revenue Measures Oversight Committee members serve at the pleasure of the City 
Council and may be removed at any time by an affirmative vote of three or more members of the City 
Council. A member who is absent for three (3) consecutive meetings without approval by a majority of 
the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee members shall be automatically removed from 
membership without further action by the City Council. Removal by Council or due to unapproved 
absence shall create a vacancy that shall be filled pursuant subsection D of this section. 

F. Compensation and Expenses. Members shall serve with no compensation, but they shall be 
reimbursed for their reasonable expenses as allowed by applicable law, provided the city council 
allocates sufficient funding for such expenses. 

SECTION 11. Section 2-6-3 (Committee membership and administration) of Chapter 6 (Revenue 
Measures Oversight Committee), of Title 2 (Boards and Commissions) of the City of Solvang Municipal 
Code is hereby retitled and amended to read as follows: 

§ 2-6-3 Organization and Meetings. 

A. Organization.  

1. Officers of the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee shall include the chair and vice-chair. The 
vice-chair shall serve as the chair, pro tempore, when the chair is absent. The chair and vice-chair shall 
be elected from among the Revenue Measures and Oversight Committee members by a majority of the 
members present at the first regular meeting of the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee on or 
after March 1.  

2. City staff shall provide administrative and technical support to the committee. 

B. Meetings. The inaugural meeting of the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee shall be at a time 
and place set by City Council. Thereafter, the Revenue Measures Oversight Committee shall meet 
twice annually at a time and place deemed appropriate by the majority of the Revenue Measures 
Oversight Committee. At the discretion of the chair, meetings may be rescheduled or cancelled. 
Meetings shall be called, noticed and conducted in compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act as 
amended (Government Code section 54950 et seq.). 

C. Voting. Only appointed members who are present at a Revenue Measures Oversight Committee 
meeting may make a motion, second a motion or vote upon a motion under consideration by the 
Revenue Measures Oversight Committee. A motion shall pass if approved by a simple majority of the 
members present and voting at the meeting unless otherwise required. A quorum shall consist of a 
simple majority of Revenue Measure Oversight Committee members (three of five members). The 
Revenue Measure Oversight Committee may only take action on items if a quorum of appointed 
members is present, except that if a quorum is not present, the present members may vote to adjourn 
the meeting. 
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D. Amendment of Duties. A majority of the City Council must approve any amendments to the Revenue 
Measure Oversight Committee's duties set forth herein. The Revenue Measure Oversight Committee 
may, by majority vote of the Revenue Measure Oversight Committee, recommend amendments to the 
Revenue Measure Oversight Committee's duties for consideration by the City Council. 

SECTION 12. Section 2-6-4 (Duties and responsibilities) is hereby added to Chapter 3 (General 
Penalty), of Title 1 (Administration) of the City of Solvang Municipal Code and shall read as follows:  

§ 2-6-4 Duties and responsibilities. 

A. The Revenue Measures Oversight Committee shall serve in an advisory capacity to the City Council 
and shall have no independent authority to expend or direct the expenditure of funds received by the 
City under Measure U, Measure E or other revenue measures. 

B. The Revenue Measures Oversight Committee may conduct hearings; review reports; request 
funding from the City Council for independent audits of funds from Measure U, Measure E and other 
revenue measures; receive presentations; provide comments; make findings and recommendations; 
and issue reports to the City Council related to implementation and the expenditure of funds received 
under, Measure U, Measure E and other revenue measures. 

SECTION 13. This Ordinance has been reviewed for compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3 of the California Code of 
Regulations), and the City’s environmental procedures. The City has determined that this Ordinance is 
exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possibility the passage of this Ordinance will result in a direct or reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment and there is no possibility the passage of this 
Ordinance will have a significant effect on the environment.  

SECTION 14. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is held to be 
invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of a court of competent jurisdiction or preempted by State or 
Federal legislation, such decision or legislation shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions of 
this Ordinance. 

SECTION 15. This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days after its adoption. 

SECTION 16. The City of Solvang is a Charter City and has adopted its own rules for summarizing and 
posting ordinances once they are adopted. A summary of this Ordinance will be prepared by the City 
Clerk. The summary will be posted in three locations after adoption as directed in the Solvang 
Municipal Code. A true and correct copy of the full ordinance together with a record of the vote of each 
council member shall be kept by the City Clerk.  

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on this 27 day of October 2025. 

 

__________________________________ 
      David Brown, Mayor 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    ATTEST:  
 
 
______________________________            ________________________________ 
Chelsea O’Sullivan, City Attorney   Annamarie Porter, City Clerk   
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )  
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA  )ss  
CITY OF SOLVANG   ) 
 

I, Annamarie Porter, City Clerk of the City of Solvang, California do hereby certify  that the foregoing 
Ordinance No. 25-0384 was duly introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council held on the 13th 
day of October 2025, and was duly adopted at a regular meeting of said City Council held on the 27th 
day of October 2025, and thereafter signed and approved by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk, 
and that said Ordinance was adopted by the following vote: 

AYES:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSTAIN:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
 
 
      
Annamarie Porter, City Clerk 
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 CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Item 6.f. 

Meeting Date: October 27, 2025 

SUBJECT:  Third Quarter Marketing Reports 

PREPARED BY: Candice Libera, Marketing and Events Coordinator 

DISCUSSION: 
This report provides a summary of each contracted marketing agency’s quarterly performance and 
activity reports, outlining deliverables, campaign metrics, and upcoming initiatives. 
Collectively, these reports demonstrate ongoing progress toward the City’s tourism marketing goals and 
provide transparency and accountability for the Tourism Marketing Program. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
“I move to receive and file the Third Quarter Marketing Reports.” 

ATTACHMENTS: 
A. TJA Advertising July – September Quarterly Report
B. Islett Social July – September Quarterly Report
C. Stiletto Marketing & Solvang Visitors Center July – September Quarterly Report
D. Solvang Visitors Center Q3 Questions
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SOCIAL  MEDIA  REPORT 
July-September 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARED BY ISLETT AGENCY 97



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
03-05 

06-08 

09-14 

15-16 

17-18 

19-20 

OVERVIEW 

Key Takeaways 

Quarterly Data 

Top Performing Content 

Community Engagement 

Quarterly Projects 

Instagram Market Analysis 
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KEY TAKEAWAYS 
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July-Sep 2025 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
We had a high performing month across all 
platforms! 

 
TikTok: Engagement doubled with 1.4K

 
 

 
Danish Days Promo: 120K views, 3.3K likes, 

 
“Sweets” Video Content (Trending Account 
Theme): 50K views, 3.4K likes, 1.7K shares, 
402 saves. 
Danish Days Giveaway (Collab): 24K views, 
2K comment entries, +94 new followers 
directly from the post. 

 

Historical Small Town” voting page since July. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
+192 followers. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
KEY TAKEAWAYS 

 
 

 

100



July-Sep 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OPPORTUNITIES 

  Continued partnerships with influencers. 
 

Social forward trends + interactive graphics. 
 

Repurposing user generated content (UGC). 
 

Continued upcoming holiday themes + event promo. 
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QUARTERLY DATA 
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July-Sep 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 MONTH CHECK-IN 
 
 

 
PLATFORM 

 
TOTAL FOLLOWERS 

 
NET GROWTH ORGANIC 

ENGAGEMENTS 

 
ORGANIC VIEWS 

 
INSTAGRAM 

 
84,623 

 
+5,584 

 
76,468 

 
1,048,294 

 
FACEBOOK 

 
11,759 

 
+3,006 

 
63,937 

 
1,117,630 

 
TIKTOK 

 
6,208 

 
+707 

 
16,501 

 
230,817 
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  279,276 736,551 20,654 25,796 
 

FACEBOOK    +3,006 +726 43 40   2,238,240   1,648,891 24,878 10,256 
 

TIKTOK     +707 +466 19 15    199,969     179,841 1,898 873 
 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
 

9,297 
 

 

 
8,702 
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 2,717,485 

 
 

  2,565,283 

 
 

47,430 

 
 

36,925 

 

 
PLATFORM 

 
FOLLOWER 

NET GROWTH 
Jul-Sep 2025 

 
FOLLOWER 

NET GROWTH 
Jul-Sep 2024 

 
TOTAL # OF 

POSTS 
Jul-Sep 2025 

 
TOTAL # OF 

POSTS 
Jul-Sep 2024 

 
ACCOUNTS 
REACHED 

Jul-Sep 2025 

 
ACCOUNTS 
REACHED 

Jul-Sep 2024 

 
ORGANIC 

PROFILE VIEWS 
Jul-Sep 2025 

 
ORGANIC 

PROFILE VIEWS 
Jul-Sep 2024 

 
     INSTAGRAM    +5,584    +7,510 43 43 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
QUARTERLY  CHECK-IN 
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TOP PERFORMING CONTENT 

 

105



July-Sep 2025 
 

 

Danish Days Promo. 
 

 

 

 
TOP PERFORMING CONTENT - INSTAGRAM 
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July-Sep 2025 
 

 

Halloween UGC. 
 

 

 

 
TOP PERFORMING CONTENT - INSTAGRAM REELS 
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July-Sep 2025 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
TOP LIKED POSTS-INSTAGRAM 
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July-Sep 2025 
 

 

General UGC - Solvang Architecture. 
 

78k views, 1.8k likes, 107 comments, 206 shares, 40 
 

 
 
 

TOP PERFORMING CONTENT - FACEBOOK 
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July-Sep 2025 
 

 

Halloween UGC. 
 

111k plays, 8.2k likes, 24 comments, 4.3k shares, 1.1k 
 

 
 

 
TOP PERFORMING CONTENT - TIKTOK 
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THE SOLVANG COMMUNITY 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
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QUARTERLY PROJECTS 
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Q3 PROJECTS 

Outside of our social media schedule planning and video editing, we: 
 

 Provided influencer support for Anna 
  Monitored and reshared influencer content 
  Sourced usable content from businesses/influencers 
 Supported Solvang and businesses in town for media nominations 
 Coordinated giveaway planning with Candice + Anna 

 

114



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INSTAGRAM  MARKET  ANALYSIS 
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NEW FOLLOWERS [30 days] AVG ENGAGEMENT RATE [30 days] 
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Main Takeaway 
Solvang’s follower count and engagement both grew compared to the previous 
reporting period, leading our market in new followers and engagement rate. The 
increase aligns with seasonal trends, driven by strong performing content that 

mirrors the engagement spike we saw during the same period last year. 
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THANK 
YOU 
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Original article posted: September 19, 2025
Link to full article: 
https://www.tastingtable.com/1968799/absolute-best-pancakes-
every-state
Combined UVPM (of original digital post + syndication): 440.7M
Unedited “Publicity Value” (combined, incl. syndication): $182,317
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Solvang Visitor Center Report 

Q3 2025 

Prepared by Susan Lee, Managing Member Solvang Hygge Huset LLC 

 

Q3 2025 Report: 

At the Visitor Center, we collect information from guests when feasible and convenient. We inquire 

about their place of origin and how they became aware of Solvang. Additionally, we record other 

remarks, reasons for their visit, and group type (family, couple, friends, children, names, other). 

 

July 2025 

Name/Group Visiting From? How did you hear about Solvang? / Other comments 

4 Ladies Colorado One lives near Disneyland so they always talk about 

Solvang 

Family (5) Mexico CA trip internet search / can’t believe the parking is free 

here! 

Family (3) Israel  

Family (5) Taiwan Everyone talks about Solvang in CA to us! 

Couple Chicago Internet search of CA 

Young music man Frederiks havn, DK Wants to see the lille havefrue 

Couple San Luis Obispo Saw nominated for best town / they know the Rasmussen’s 

(David). He is Swedish (Homberg love Solvang!) 

Family (5) St. Louis, MO Social Media / It looks like a fairytale! Can’t believe people 

live here! 

Family (6) Anaheim The little girls asked the parents if they were at D-land      

Family (3) China Beautiful city! 

Couple Irvine Return visit / Just got married last week! (older couple) I 

sang to them and gave an ornament 

Family (4)  England Husband’s ‘mum’ was from Fyn, DK 

Family  OC, CA Looking for Danish Lakrids (licorice) So happy we have it! 

Mom/daughter Colorado Hwy 1 trip / It’s picturesque! Excited for the pastries! 

Family (5) Mexico Visiting family in LA 

Family (5) Philippines Family in LA told them / Loved the pastries! 

 Phoenix, AZ Came to see the troll / She’s awesome! We’ve seen 6 

others! 

Group of Friends (6) LA  

Couple Italy Internet / ‘’Bella!” 

Family Roseville, CA Social Media / We want to live here! So charming! 

 Denmark Dansk TV / Love what we have done, like Borseu Tower 

Family Netherlands Travel brochure 
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 Netherlands Touring the Western US / They love our town and Danish 

shoes 

Family (5) Israel Been to Denmark / Love Solvang and Denmark 

Family Mexico Bueno Solvang 

Family (9) Mexico  

Two ladies Flemish Belgium Flemish is close to Danish, so we decided to visit Danish 

Capitol, USA 

Family (7) From Mexico Feel safe walking in Solvang 

Gentleman Paris, FR  

Blodegaard Family 

(4) 

Kolding Loved seeing Borsen Tower og den lille havfrue / DK 

Family France Just saw on the way! 

Lady Visalia My folks 

Family Bay Area Always visits this cute town! 

Couple Santa Barbara I’ve been coming here for 15 years! 

Couple England We were staying in Santa Barbara and found you on the 

map! 

Couple Los Angeles Always wanted to visit, it’s our first time! 

Couple LA Return visit after 20 years / Wish we had arranged a longer 

visit 

Couple Las Vegas Friends here / we love your cool mornings! 

Friends (2 couples) Florida Visiting CA – wives have Danish ancestry 

Couple Sweden She is Swedish, he is Brazilian / They love it! Feels like home 

– except the weather (but they love the weather here) 

Family (12) Bakersfield Social media / “so cool” he said, “Even our teenagers like 

it” 

3 Ladies San Diego Friends told them to come / We’ve got to come for 

Christmas time! 

Couple France Word of mouth/internet search 

Family France Guidebook 

Couple  Arizona Heard from a friend about the town 

Family Denmark Friends / going up the coast 

2 Ladies Utah I’ve seen it on Facebook 

Lady Spain Staying in Santa Barbara / VIC told her to come visit us! 

Family Bay Area Pictures everywhere so we just had to come 

Couple Denmark From family / we live in New York now 

Father and Son Argentina Want to see the Danish town in CA 

Couple China Internet Search / Visiting all of CA 

2 friends Pacifica, CA Social media / just thought it was like a theme park – didn’t 

know it is a town 

Family (5)  So. Carolina CA visit internet / It’s amazing! “precious” 

Family (7) Beijing Beautiful city! 

Couple Bay Area Have been coming here for years 
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Family Austin, TX Family member told them about this town 

Couple Texas Just found it on the map! We had to stop by! 

2 women San Diego Returning after 25 years / It’s just how I remember – well 

most of it 

Family (4) Mass. Friends have visited / They’re excited to experience July 4th 

on the west coast 

Family (5) Maryland Traveling CA Coast / were in Carmel and someone there 

told them about Solvang 

Family Aurora Hills  

Couple London I’ve been to Denmark and heard about Solvang from a 

friend 

Couple Los Angeles  

Family Denmark On tv 

Couple San Diego Friends 

Couple Odense and Fyn, DK Everyone knows  

Couple Phoenix, AZ It’s so cool here (temperature) 

Family (4) Faaborg, DK Follow Gustav on social media / Cute town, funny to see 

Aebleskiver in summer 

Family (6) Texas Loved my folk dress! Took pic of it all 

Mom and daughter Bay Area Tik Tok (daughter) / Daughter had to come when she saw it 

Couple San Diego Have been here before 

Couple Utah Someone in Santa Barbara told us about Solvang 

Couple Spain Travel agent 

Family  Italy Travel guide 

Family (4) Copenhagen, DK Social media / we had to come see it! It’s familiar…and not 
     

Family (3) LA Been here 3 times before / They love it 

Family (6) Las Vegas CA internet search / can’t believe what was here 

Family (4) Indonesia (Jakarta – 

the capitol) 

It’s so beautiful here – and so cool (very hot in Jakarta) 

Couple Aarhus, DK Looking forward to seeing “warm Denmark” haha! 

2 young men Aarhus, DK Been in CA for 2 weeks / Thought it was cool we’re keeping 

old traditions  

Couple France Guidebook 

Family Colorado Santa Barbara VIC 

Lady Texas a friend 

Man North Dakota Guidebook 

Couple Bay Area Have been coming here for years 

Family Austin, TX Family member told me about this town 

Couple Texas Just found it on the map and had to stop by 

Couple Italy Have friends in Denmark, who visit them in Italy, when they 

heard they were going to CA, they told them to come here 
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August 2025 

Name/Group Visiting From? How did you hear about Solvang? / Other comments 

Family of 4 Croatia Heard the accordion and wanted to play it-so Dean let him 

play his accordion 

Family  Romania They heard the man from Croatia playing a Romanian tune 

on the accordion in the Visitor Center and had to come in!  

Married Couple Lebanon Wanted a Solvang Stamp in his passport- which we do have 

a cute windmill stamp in the VC for guests when they ask 

Couple Templeton Originally from Sweden so the want to come get a Danish 

meatball here.  

Family of 3 Burmingham 

Alabama 

Was visiting the UK and heard about Solvang on TV there! 

Family of 4 China Loved hearing the accordion music 

Family Mexico Went to Don Nachos, said they loved it and loved Solvang 

and wanted to come back. 

3 Ladies-friends Cancun Mexico  

Couple Bay Area Return visit, they love it, come a couple times each year 

2 Guys Palm Springs “Come for the colder weather!” Wanted to know Solvang 

history 

4 Ladies Georgia-Eastern 

Europe 

“It’s so European! But not the weather!” 

Family of 3 French Canadian Touring CA, Came to see Solvang on their way back north. 

They love it! 

Family Thailand Definitely a language barrier, but they still had fun in the VC 

taking lots of pictures with the Danish folk dress and 

accordion 

Family  Korea Love Danish pastry! 

Couple New Jersey Staying in Santa Barbara, Their hotel told them about 

Solvang 

Couple Italy Heard about Solvang through friends 

Family  LA Knew someone who had been here before 

Couple Out of state Came here for their honeymoon 54 years ago! Now 

celebrating their anniversary! 

Mom, Dad, Son China Chat GPT! We asked it where to go in CA and it told us 

Solvang 

Couple LA Have come many times with kids, wanted to come without 

kids and do lots of wine tasting and eat lots of chocolate 

Grandma, Mom, 2 

daughters 

China Internet search of CA, Really wanted to see the Little 

Mermaid, we gave them mermaid stickers, came back 3x to 

the VC for more info 

3 Older Siblings Texas Had another family member live in CA, on a sibling trip, 

came to go to a play at Solvang Festival Theater 

Family of 4 San Diego Word of Mouth 
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Family of 3 France CA Guidebook 

3 Adults LA came to go to a play at Solvang Festival Theater 

Couple Fresno Return Visit 

Family China  Internet Search 

Family of 4 San Jose Saw the sign for Solvang on the freeway and decided to 

stop 

Family of 5 Germany Love Solvang, Denmark so close to Germany 

Couple Copenhagen “Happy people know about being happy!” 

Couple UK  

Man Ontario, Canada Said, he loves Solvang 

Family Panama Showed Dean his video of button accordions in his country 

He loves accordions 

Family Manchester-UK Internet 

Family Argentina Just stopping for a few hours 

Couple  Chicago Friends in LA, “It’s unbelievable that a town like this has 

survived!” 

Couple  LA  Return visit, Come a few times a year, love it, we get away 

from the big city vibe 

Family  San Diego Return visit, want to come for Julefest 

4 Friends China Social Media, We want ice cream! 

Family  Brazil CA internet search, Love the accordion, started dancing in 

the VC 

Family of 4 Germany Feels like Denmark, but warmer! 

Family of 4 San Diego Return visit, celebrating 32nd anniversary, They recalled 

staying at the Tivoli Inn for their honeymoon 

Family of 7 Italy Lots of fun! They asked to have a Danish tune on the 

accordion played for them 

Couple Vejland, Denmark “It’s more real than we thought it would be” 

Dad & Daughter Denmark Friends knew all about Solvang 

Family of 13 Spain Word of mouth 

Don & Pat The Big Island, 

Hawaii 

Love your windmills and love your shaved ice! 

Jen & Tove Odense, Denmark Everyone in DK knows Solvang, Loved the Grand Canyon, 

Bryce, Zion, and Solvang in the US 

Family LA Return visit 

Hansen Copenhagen Making a video about Danes in USA and in Solvang! 

J Murphy Fresno Driving through, yummy aebleskiver! 

Mom & Daughter Denmark Enjoyed Danish food in Solvang, almost as good  

Couple  Ventura Been here many times 

Couple Philadelphia Friends in CA, He is an ambassador for the Visitor Center in 

Philly and wanted to see ours 

Couple Denmark Wants to try aebleskiver with the Danish Sausage, since 

they do not eat those together in Denmark 
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Family San Jose Return visit, one of their favorite get aways 

Family of 4 Staying at Jalama Last trip before school begins and other campers told them 

to go see Solvang 

Couple Italy Social media, they said, “Bella!” and pointed at the town 

Couple Savannah, Georgia “It’s darling, and no humidity!” 

Couple  Australia Word of mouth 

Mom, Dad, 2 

daughters 

London Came to visit CA “We’re driving the coast, internet search 

said to go to Solvang” 

Mom, Grandma, 2 

kids 

Germany CA trip, Solvang reminds of us home 

Family 4 France They knew Denmark so they wanted to visit CA’s Denmark 

Family 5  Italy Through TV, loved the red clog 

Family of 7 Sandy, Utah Saw the Eric Dowdle Show and have Danish roots, love the 

pastries! 

Family  San Diego Tik Tok 

Couple DK and Norway Everyone knows Solvang, Wanted to visit the Elverhoj, a 

friend said it was an interesting museum 

Family  India Internet, Loved the accordion, said it was really beautiful 

Sisters Guadalajara, Mexico  

Family China They said it’s beautiful and where is the best ice cream? 

Couple Long Beach Return visit, celebrating 33rd anniversary, also came here 

for their honeymoon 

Family China Asked for a map in Mandarin 

Mom & Son LA Mom taking son to Cal Poly and wanted him to see Solvang 

2 Friends Palm Springs Been many times, Like to come here to escape the heat 

Family  Belgium  Been to Copenhagen wanted to see our Mermaid 

Couple  Spain It’s like the weather at home 

Couple Beijing China They like the weather here, not humid, like the Danish Folk 

Dress 

11 adults, 2 kids Mexico City They were grateful for the map 

9 men  China Riding their bikes all the way to Solvang from San Francisco 

 

September 2025 

Name/Group Visiting From? How did you hear about Solvang? / Other comments 

Family of 8  China Chinese Visiting site for CA 

Family of 4 Irvine Parents return visit, Bringing kids for the 1st time, 

Daughter’s 10th birthday, gave her a b-day button and 

sang, loved it 

Family Amsterdam It’s warm, but beautiful 

Couple  San Jose  TikTok, YouTube, we love it, the pastry shops are 

wonderful! 
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Family  LA Asked about Solvang history, want to come for Danish 

Days and Julefest now.  

Family of 4  Korea Love the architecture 

Family of 6 New Jersey Visiting Family in Bay Area- It is like a fairy tale! 

Woman Austria Came to see CA, Said she was bored so she decided to 

visit CA for some fun! 

Couple  China Internet, Visiting the whole coast of CA 

Couple  San Francisco I was here 30 years ago! I brought my husband this 

time 

Couple Ontario We come here every year for our anniversary. Today is 

our 54th! 

Family of 3 Italy CA Tour Guidebook  

Mand & Kone Norway TV, having a holiday before the cold Norway winter 

Svensen Family Frederikshavn Heard we were like DK and came to try the pastry and 

hot dogs 

Danish Exchange 

Student 

Copenhagen She misses DK so much she just had to come to 

Solvang. Reminds me of my home.  

Family of 4 Copenhagen Love Solvang because it’s a good likeness of the old 

country in Denmark like it was in 1980 

Couple Pasadena Was here about 25 years ago. Just passing through 

and had to stop 

Couple Denmark Social Media, On our way up the coast 

Family of 3 Denmark Been to San Diego, LA, Yosemite, Solvang is fun to see 

Nuns 8 Korea A Nun from LA brought them. She is escorting them to 

see her favorite places in CA 

4 Ladies  Australia “Queen Mary of Denmark has made Australia proud!” 

Family  Korea Everyone in San Fran said we must see Solvang 

Man  Carpinteria Have been here many times, brought my friends 

Couple Michigan Return visit, just visiting for the day 

Couple  Ohio Internet, staying just a few hours but it’s so cool! We 

wish we had arranged to stay overnight 

Family Minnesota  Danish ancestry, we just had to come 

Family of 5 China So beautiful! 

Couple  Petaluma Internet, On the way home from Las Vegas trip, want 

to come again 

Father/Daughter LA/Peru Daughter is half Danish, half Peruvian, moving to LA, 

loved Solvang 

Couple Turkey CA Guide Book, love the warmth and friendliness here 

Group of 5  Korea Wanted pictures of the Danish Folk Dress, said it is a 

beautiful city 
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Couple London Saw it on social media, Very excited to be in Solvang, 

and to wear shorts! Celebrating their 37th anniversary 

Couple Chattanooga, TN Never seen anything like this place 

Couple  Las Vegas Return visit, were here 20 years ago 

Couple Kansas City Social media, “This is a real town?” liked hearing 

about the history 

Family  Ecuador Mom studied in Copenhagen for 2 years 

Man  Las Vegas “This is my little piece of heaven” 

Couple Sacramento Their kids told them about Solvang 

Family of 4 Korea Loved it 

4 Friends Minnesota Friends in MN had been here, Wonderful! Came back 

to the VC and said we have better bakeries than in MN 

Couple Florida Family visited and told them to come here and go to 

Fudge Kitchen, also wanted to know our history 

Couple Roskilde Denmark Funny to see ableskiver in the Summer 

Couple  Utah Social media 

Couple  Toronto Canada This is great, lots of amazing history 

Couple San Francisco Return visit 

Couple Israel Internet search 

Couple San Francisco Can’t believe the parking is free! 

 

Solvang Visitor Center Inquiries:  

These are some of the questions we receive in the Visitor Center as well as examples of some of 

the email inquiries.  

We take note of some of the different ones we receive and some of the regular questions that 

guests ask. 

 

More Julefest Inquiries begin! 

***In September we see an uptick in questions about Julefest. These inquiries will continue to 

grow through October, November, and December, as the holiday season approaches and is upon 

us. 

 

Common Julefest questions that begin in September: 

• When do the Trolley Light Tours begin? 

• When do the Trolley Light Tour tickets go on sale? 
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• When does Julefest begin and how long does it last? 

• When will Solvang be decorated for Christmas? 

• How can we be a vendor for the Maker’s Market? 

• When will the Candlelight Tour tickets go on sale? 

• What are the events during Julefest? 

 

Regular Frequently asked Questions 

• Do you have a map of the town? 

• What are the must sees? 

• Where are all the points of interest? 

• Is parking free? 

• Where can we get a good breakfast? 

• How do we take the Trolley? 

• Where do we buy Trolley tickets? 

• Where is the Troll? 

• We have 2 hours, what should we do? 

• Do you have a map of the wineries? 

• Why does Solvang look like this? 

• Does anyone speak Danish? 

• Where are all the windmills? 

• Where are the restrooms? 

• What is Danish food? 

• What is the best bakery? 

• What can we do with kids? 

• What is the history/story of this town? 

• Where are the bakeries? 

• When was Solvang founded? 

 

Other Questions noted this Quarter: 

July 2025 

 

Where is the Little Mermaid? 

 

Does Denmark know about Solvang? 

 

Does the city make you wear that costume? 
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Where can I get great ice cream? 

 

Where can I get nesting dolls? (since Rasmussen’s is closed) 

 

Where's the nearest restroom? 

 

How hot does it get in summer? 

 

Do you do anything to celebrate during the holidays? 

 

Where can I find Danish licorice? 

 

What's the bus that comes into Solvang?  

 

Why does your SYV Transit shut down @ lunchtimes? 

 

Do you have a map in French? 

Do you have a map in Mandarin? 

 

Where is a good breakfast place? (we get this one a lot) 

 

Is there anything open for dinner? 

Where can I find a good burger? 

 

Why does everything close early? 

 

Can you help me find a hotel to stay for the night? 

 

Please give me some suggestions for dinner 

 

How many people live in Solvang ? 

 

Where can I go to smoke? 

 

How come I can smoke in the parking lot and not on the street? 

 

Where's a good place to have coffee? 

Who has the best coffee in town? 

Can I smoke pot in the parking lot? 

 

Where can we pick apples - and other fruit? (a common fall question) 
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What is the prettiest winery? 

 

Where we find the store with all the little trolls? 

 

Do I need a Solvang Business license? 

 

Who do I talk to about getting a business license? 

 

Do people still live here? 

 

What is that silly village being built?  

 

Which is your favorite bakery? 

 

Where can I find a toy windmill for my kid?  

Where can I rent the little electric cars? 

 

Which bakery has the most authentic cheese Danish? 

 

Does Paula's Pancakes make the "pancake balls?" 

 

Is Solvang really more Danish than Denmark? 

 

The plumber came to our house on third street he didn’t fix the leak. Our water ran all night. Will we be 

charged for all the water we lost? 

 

Is there a Windmill where we can have a glass of wine while we are sitting in the mill?  

What time does your town close? 

 

Why are there so many Danish bakeries now? 

How did the Danes build with no nails? 

 

Why is everything closed on Monday? 

 

Do the ancestors of the founders of Solvang still live here? 

 

Which is the most famous Bakery? 

Which is the oldest bakery? 

Are the bakeries all owned by Danes? 

 

Where is the shaved ice store? 
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Why is the shaved ice store only open on Saturday & Sunday? 

 

Where is the Viking Museum? 

Why does it only say Amber Museum on the map? 

 

What's the history of this place? 

 

Is there a place that rents wheelchairs or scooters? 

 

Is the “Vikings" series accurate? 

 

Where is the waterfall? 

Is there water up there? 

 

Is the town Danish or Dutch? 

 

What percentage of the population is still Danish? 

 

How do we get on the Trolley? 

 

Do we have any shops that sell a Solvang poster? 

 

Do you have taxi service? 

Do you have good uber service? 

 

What is there to do with kids? 

 

Can I get on and off the Trolley when or where I want to? 

 

Who came up with the idea to build a Scandinavian tourist town here? 

 

What should we try at the bakeries? 

 

Will there be any fireworks tonight? (July 3rd) 

Well, why don’t you have fireworks every night during the 4th of July week? 

 

Where is the best place to watch the parade? 

 

Are the people who founded the town really from Denmark? 

 

How old is this town? 
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So do people really live here in regular houses? 

 

Whoa! So, the town was founded in 1639?! (They thought this because they saw the address of 1639 on 

the Visitor Center door) 

 

Is there going to be another “Taste of Solvang?” 

Can I buy a Danish costume like yours in Solvang? 

 

Why does the Round Tower say 1642? 

 

Is your theater playing movies?  

 

Does Denmark really have windmills? I thought that was just Dutch. 

 

Is the Danish school still in Existence? 

 

Where can I get real Rug Brod?  

 

Do you have a booklet deal or coupons for all the museums? 

 

Do you have Danish wine? 

 

August 2025 

 

When is the farmer's market? 

 

Where can we get the best cookies? 

 

Where can we get Lakrids? 

 

How much are the maps? 

 

Do I have to pay for parking?  

Where can I buy a sim card? 

 

Is there a machine somewhere to pay for parking? 

 

Do we really not have to pay for parking?! Awesome! 

How much does the Trolley cost?  

 

Where is the best ice-cream? 
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Do you have any wine specials, like a wine pass or book of wine coupons? 

 

Where is the Vintage Motorcycle Museum? 

Is the trolley ticket unlimited or is it only good for one ride? 

 

Does the Theaterfest run matinees? 

 

Where do we get the combination of aebleskiver and sausage? 

 

Why is there Hebrew writing on the round tower? 

 

Where is Nojoqui Falls? 

 

Where is the giant troll? 

 

Does your accordion play like a piano? 

 

Where is the Elverhøj Museum?  

 

Where did you get your costume? 

 

Can I take a a picture with you? 

 

Where's a good steakhouse? 

 

How do we ride the trolley, can we hop on and hop off? 

 

Who makes the best pancake ball things? 

 

What is there to do here for Christmas? 

 

How do you keep your city so clean? 

 

When is Oktoberfest?  

 

Where do we pay for the parking lot? 

 

What kind of rocket was that?!  

 

Do you have a Band-Aid? 

 

How long of a walk is it from the Mission to the Vinland? 
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Where can I find a men’s clothing store... I need a belt. 

Where is the famous Mermaid stature? 

 

How do we find the theater? 

 

How many many people are Danish? 

How do I got to the California Nature Museum? 

 

Where can I buy a a bathing suit? 

 

What is there that’s fun to do in Solvang? 

 

Are there any events today? 

 

Are the hotels booked for Danish Days? 

Isn’t Holland Danish? 

 

What vineyards have non-alcoholic wines? 

 

Do you have a Solvang stamp? 

 

Are there still any working windmills we can see? 

 

How far are we from the Space X launch site?  

Is the Tivoli Inn still in existence? (couple stayed there on their Honeymoon) 

 

Who chose a Danish theme for the town? 

 

Can one drive a car on Gaviota beach? 

 

Where can we get some Danish licorice? 

 

Why are there so many people visiting from all over the world here? 

Do you have a cut-out where you stick your face in to take pictures?  

 

Do you have any Danish ice cream? 

 

What wineries serve lunch? 

 

Do you play accordion? 
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Is the fire on Highway 166 close to Solvang? 

Should we cancel our trip to Solvang due to the fire? 

 

Where's a good lunch spot? 

 

Do you have a map in Korean? 

 

 

September 2025 

 

I’m so excited! Is it true that this parking lot outside is really free?! 

 

Where can I buy wooden spoons and other cooking utensils? 

 

Do you have a wine country map? 

 

Are the Trolley horses here today? 

 

Are there any shops that sell undergarments? We decided to stay overnight here. 

 

What does the longest Danish word mean in English? 

 

Do you have real estate pamphlets?  

 

Is there a place to pick apples or other fruit and then eat lunch there too? 

Where’s the shop that has Danish dresses? 

 

What is the difference between Dutch and Danish? 

 

ls the needle point shop still here? 

Where can I get some needle point supply kits? 

Did you know DK has a new king? 

 

Is the Elverhøj Christmas party open to the public? The guests wanted to go after seeing the video in the 

visitor center of everyone dancing around the tree. 

 

How old is this town? 

 

Is Danish Days a free event? 

 

Where can we get music boxes? 
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Do any of the Windmills turn? 

 

Do you have any consignment shops? 

 

Why is everything closed today? (it was Tuesday) 

Who has the greatest coffee? 

 

How many Windmills do you have? 

 

Are there dog friendly restaurants? 

 

What special event is happening today? (Homecoming Parade) 

 

Are there any fall festival events at the wineries this weekend? 

 

Where can we hear live music tonight? 

 

What are all the orange and black flags with the letter P on them for? 

 

Where are some walking trails? 

 

What do you love about your town? 

 

Where's a nice place to have a drink and some Spanish appetizers? 

 

What's the deal with this town?  

 

Do you play that thing on the counter or is it just a prop? (they were referencing the accordion) 

Any good places to ride our bikes? 

Do you have a bike map? 

 

Can we buy the Dane For A Day package in the Visitor Center? 

How many people live here?  

Where do people live here? 

Where is the King Christian Tower? 

Why is King Christian Tower not on the map? 

Where can I get a good savory breakfast sandwich? 
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Where is the pumpkin patch? 

Where can we ride a horse? 

What is that hat you are wearing? 

Can I buy one of those hats somewhere in town? 

When is Danish Days? 

Do you have Danish Days every weekend? 

Can we join in on the Candle parade? 

Where is the Danish cemetery? 

Can you set aside 50 Visitor Guides for our wedding guests? 

What streets are closed for the Viking Classic Car Show? 

Where will the scarecrows be? 

Do all the businesses in town make a scarecrow? 

Where will they have the aebleskiver breakfast for Danish Days? 

 

Total Birthday Buttons given out: 49 

 

Total Anniversary Buttons given out: 46 

 

Boxes of maps emptied: 39 

The maps are available outside and inside the Visitor Center, on the counter, given directly to guests, 

occasionally given to the Trolley, and other merchants who request a stack.  

*Note: Emptying the map boxes does not mean all maps have been distributed and have left the Visitor 

Center. Many remain on the racks and counter as we keep them well-stocked for our Solvang guests. 

 

The Solvang Hygge Huset Team at the Visitor Center remains dedicated to making a meaningful 

difference for both guests and residents who seek our assistance. We are also committed to providing 

ongoing support to the Solvang marketing team, working collaboratively to enhance our city.  

Thank you, Solvang, for allowing us to serve our special community. 
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM 8.a 

Meeting Date: October 27, 2025 

SUBJECT: New City Hall Feasibility Discussion 

PREPARED BY: Randy Murphy, City Manager 

DISCUSSION:  
According to the plaque on the front of the building, the current Solvang Municipal Center (aka City 
Hall) was completed in 1969. As is often the case with public buildings, City staff outgrew the available 
space, and the nearby Masonic Lodge (constructed in 1957) was acquired. Only minimal modifications 
were made to the building prior to commencement of City operations in 2001/02 when Parks & 
Recreation, Community Development (Planning/Building), and Public Works were moved across the 
street into “The Annex”. This arrangement continues to this day, which, unfortunately, contributes to 
multiple inefficiencies between/among staff and the public.  

The City has again outgrown its available space. A recent evaluation of current and near-term future 
(five to ten years) space needs shows we require over 20,000 square feet, more than twice what we 
currently have available. Additionally, the older buildings are not energy efficient and lack the 
appropriate power and other infrastructure for us to utilize the latest technologies in our offices and 
Council Chamber. Thus, given design and construction timelines, a new City Hall is necessary sooner 
rather than later. 

Staff has evaluated options for relocation into existing buildings within the City limits, with nothing 
feasible at this time. The attached drawing shows what could be built in the vacant lot across the street 
from City Hall (Lot #5). Please note that this is a Rough Order of Magnitude (ROM) depiction of what 
the space might look like. Although some areas are called out as gym or office spaces, this is NOT the 
final design and are simply shown to designate areas available for future growth. One estimate to 
construct a building based on this ROM suggests a construction price tag today of $8.7 to $10.3 million. 
Given the continual escalation of construction costs, it will likely increase 5% or more each year for the 
foreseeable future. 

In addition to numerous improved staff efficiencies should this project move forward, there would be a 
variety of other community benefits. The Fire Department has expressed a need to expand their 
operation and could take over and remodel our current space for their use. Staff would need to 
negotiate any such changes with the Fire Department. Additionally, once the Annex is vacated, it would 
be available for other uses. For example, it could be remodeled so that the Library could be relocated 
into the City Center. If the Library were to relocate, the current Library space would be available for the 
Sheriff Office to add some much-needed square footage to their operation. Lastly, the building currently 
occupied by the Water Department behind City Hall could be razed to provide several more parking 
places in that lot. 

Staff requests Council direction on whether to continue to investigate options for relocating City Hall or 
to abandon the concept. If Council directs staff to investigate options, staff would return at a later 
meeting with more defined options. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 

ALTERNATIVES: 
None. 
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FISCAL IMPACT:  
Since the City’s reserves are inadequate to outright pay for construction, Attachment B shows what 
annual debt service might be for a few available funding options. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
A. Preliminary draft of new City Hall building 
B. Funding Options 
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM: 8.b 

MEETING DATE: October 27, 2025 

SUBJECT: Discussion and possible action to Introduce for first reading Ordinance No. 25-0385 
Amending Title 10 of the Solvang Municipal Code and Adopting by Reference the 2025 
California Building Codes 

PREPARED BY: Rafael Castillo, Community Development Director 

DISCUSSION: 
Every three years, the California Building Standards Commission reviews and revises the California Building 
Standards Code (CBSC) that consist of the following twelve parts: Administrative, Building, Residential, Electrical, 
Mechanical, Plumbing, Energy, Historical, Fire, Existing Buildings, Green Building, and Referenced Standards. The 
2025 CBSC becomes effective on January 1, 2026. 

The State requires cities to adopt the State Building Standard code by reference but allows cities to add local 
amendments to the building standards provided such amendments are justified by express findings reflecting specific 
conditions unique to the jurisdiction reflecting local geographic, topographic, and climatic conditions. If codes are not 
adopted locally, cities and counties are required to follow State Codes, without the local amendments. AB 130, 
enacted on July 1, 2025, now limits amendments to the California Residential Code. The City is permitted to carry over 
previous amendments that were approved and sent to the CBSC Commission. Once the 2025 California Residential 
Code is adopted, this will remain in effect until June 30, 2031, avoiding any new amendments to the residential code in 
code update cycles over the next six (6) years.  

Ordinance 25-0385, included in Attachment A, proposes to adopt the following codes by reference: 
2025 California Residential Code 
2025 California Electrical Code 
2025 California Mechanical Code 
2025 California Plumbing Code 
2025 California Energy Code 
2025 California Historical Building Code 
2025 California Fire Code 
2025 California Existing Building Code 
2025 California Green Building Standards Code 
2024 International Property Maintenance Code 

Consistent with the City’s current practice, the Ordinance also proposes to adopt the provisions of the current 
international or national codes that have not been adopted by a California state agency. These codes include: 
2024 International Building Code 
2024 International Residential Code 
2024 International Mechanical Code 
2024 International Plumbing Code 
2023 National Electrical Code 

If adopted, the Ordinance would amend and restate Title 10, Chapter 1 and Chapter 2, Section 10-2-1 to remove 
references to the prior versions of the above listed codes. 

Ordinance 25-0385 also outlines the specific local amendments to the codes adopted by reference. The local 
amendments are largely consistent with those made during the prior triennial adoption cycle in 2022. The requisite 
findings to support these local amendments will be made by resolution at the second reading of the ordinance, should 

179



 

the Council decide to move forward with the ordinance. If the proposed amendments are adopted by the City Council, 
the amendments must be filed with the California Building Standards Commission before they become effective. 
 

Santa Barbara County takes responsibility for adoption of any local amendments to the Fire Code. On October 14, 
2025 the County Board of Directors introduced for first reading a draft ordinance to adopt the 2025 California Fire 
Code and make certain local amendments thereto. The County’s ordinance is included as Attachment B to this report. 
The County anticipates adopting this ordinance on November 18, 2025. Therefore, should the Council introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-0385 and ultimately adopt it on November 28, 2025. Through this action, the City will have adopted 
the Fire Code, as amended by the County’s ordinance.   
 
Provisions of Government Code 50022.3 set out the procedures for adoption of codes by reference. In accordance 
with this Section, the date of the public hearing is set at the first reading and the public hearing on the Ordinance 
occurs at the time of the second reading. Staff recommends that the City Council set the public hearing and second 
reading for Ordinance 25-0385 for Monday, November 24, 2025. 
 

ALTERNATIVES: 
Choose not to waive full reading and introduce Ordinance 25-0385. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Adoption of the Ordinance may result in minor costs of recodification and implementation of ordinance changes, but 
such costs are expected to be within existing budgetary limits. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
A – Draft Ordinance 25-0385 
B – Draft County Fire Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO. 25-0385 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
TITLE 10 OF THE SOLVANG MUNICIPAL CODE AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE: CODES 

COMPRISING THE 2025 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (CALIFORNIA 
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PARTS 1-12), INCLUDING THE 2025 EDITIONS OF THE 

CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE VOLUMES 1 & 2, THE CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE, THE 
CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, THE CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, THE CALIFORNIA 
PLUMBING CODE, THE CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE, THE CALIFORNIA WILDLAND-URBAN 

INTERFACE CODE, THE CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE, THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE, 
THE CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE, THE CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS 
CODE, AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

CODE, TOGETHER WITH CERTAIN ADDITIONS, INSERTIONS, DELETIONS AND CHANGES 
THERETO, AND MAKING A DETERMINATION OF EXEMPTION UNDER THE CALIFORNIA 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

WHEREAS, the City of Solvang intends to adopt Codes comprising the 2025 California Building 
Standards Code (Title 24, Parts 1 – 12, of the California Code of Regulations), including the 2025 California 
Building, Residential, Electrical, Mechanical, Plumbing, Energy, Historical Building, Fire, Existing Building, 
and Green Building Codes; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Solvang also intends to adopt the 2024 International Property Maintenance 
Code; and 

WHEREAS, the California Health and Safety Code Section 18938( b) provides that building 
standards adopted by the Building Standards Commission, including those contained in certain model codes 
and adopted by reference into the most recent edition of the California Building Standards Code, shall apply 
to all occupancies in the state and shall become effective 180 days after publication in the California Building 
Standards Code by the California Building Standards Commission ( the Commission”) or at a later date after 
publication established by the Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the California Building Standards Commission published the 2025 Edition of the 
California Building Standards Code on July 1, 2025, with an effective date of January 1, 2026, as collectively 
set forth in Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, Parts 2, 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, 
respectively; and 

WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code Sections 17958, 17958.5, 17958. 7, and 18941. 5 
authorize cities and counties to modify the California Building Standards Code by adopting more restrictive 
building standards and modifications if such standards and modifications are accompanied by express 
findings that they are reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological or topographical conditions; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City held a properly noticed public hearing on November 24, 2025, at which time all 
interested persons had the opportunity to appear and be heard on the matter of adopting the Codes, as 
amended therein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the people of the chartered City of Solvang do ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 1 (“BUILDING CODES”) of Title 10 (“ Building Regulations”),  of the Solvang 
Municipal Code, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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“Chapter 1  BUILDING CODES 
 
§ 10-1-1 Adoptions of construction codes. 

§ 10-1-2 Building official designated. 

§ 10-1-3 Referenced codes and standards. 

§ 10-1-4 Amendments—California Building Code. 

§ 10-1-5 Amendments—California Residential Code. 

§ 10-1-6 Amendments—California Existing Building Code. 

§ 10-1-7 Amendments—California Electrical Code. 

§ 10-1-8 Amendments—California Mechanical Code. 

§ 10-1-9 Amendments—California Plumbing Code. 

§ 10-1-10 Amendments—International Property Maintenance Code. 

 

§ 10-1-1. Adoptions of construction codes. 
The following Codes, each of which is on file in city offices, marked and designated as: the 2025 
Editions of the California Building Code (Volumes 1 and 2) ; the California Residential Code;  the 
California Electrical Code; the California Mechanical Code;  the California Plumbing Code;  the 
California Energy Code;  the California Historical Building Code; the California Existing Building Code; 
the California Green Building Standards Code; and the 2024 Edition of the International Property 
Maintenance Code, are hereby adopted by reference, including chapters and sections of the 2024 
International Building Code, 2024 International Residential Code, 2024 International Mechanical Code, 
2024 International Plumbing Code, and 2023 National Electric Code not adopted by agencies of the 
state of California, and including appendices thereto, as the Building Construction Regulations of the 
city of Solvang. The provisions of such as hereby referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof as if 
fully set out in this chapter except as modified in sections 10-1-4 through 10-1-10 of this chapter. 
 
In addition to any other requirements of this chapter, the following requirements also apply: 

A. For projects covered by the California Green Building Standards Code, 24 CCR, Part 11, the 
applicants must, as a condition of the city's permit approval, comply with the following: 
1. Where five or more dwelling units are constructed on a singular building site, provide 

readily accessible areas that serve occupants of all buildings on the site and are 
identified for the storage and collection of recycling and composite materials, consistent 
with the collection program offered by the city, or comply with provision of adequate 
space for recycling for multifamily and commercial premises pursuant to sections 
4.408.1, 4.410.2, 5.408.1, and 5.410.1 of the California Green Building Standards Code, 
24 CCR, Part 11. 
 

2. Where new commercial construction or additions will result in more than 30% of the floor 
area, provide readily accessible areas identified for the storage and collection of blue 
container and green container materials, consistent with the collection program offered 
by the city, or shall comply with provision of adequate space for recycling for multifamily 
and commercial premises pursuant to sections 4.408.1, 4.410.2, 5.408.1, and 5.410.1 of 
the California Green Building Standards Code, 24 CCR, Part 11. 

 
B. For organic waste commingled with construction and demolition debris, the requirements of  
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sections 4.408.1 and 5.408.1 of the California Green Building Standards Code, shall be 
complied with. 

 
§ 10-1-2. Building Official designated. 
The Building Official is hereby designated as the Building Official and building Code Official for the city 
of Solvang. Where the "authority having jurisdiction" is used in the adopted codes, it shall mean the 
Building Official. The Building Official shall be appointed by the City Manager, or their designee. The 
Building Official shall have the following duties: 

A. The Building Official shall receive applications, review construction documents and issue permits 
for the erection, and alteration, demolition and moving of buildings and structures, inspect the 
premises for which such permits have been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of 
this code. 

B. Any other such duty as determined by the City Manager or the City Manager's designee. 
 
§ 10-1-3. Referenced codes and standards. 
Where other codes and standards are referred to in the codes adopted in section 10-1-1 of this chapter, 
the following shall apply: 

A. International Building Code means the California Building Code or the California Residential 
Code, as applicable. 

B. International Plumbing Code means the California Plumbing Code. 
C. International Plumbing Code means the California Plumbing Code. 
D. International Mechanical Code means the California Mechanical Code. 
E. NFPA 70 and National Electrical Code means the California Electrical Code. 
F. International Residential Code for One-Family and Two-Family Dwellings means the California 

Residential Code. 
G. International Fire Code means the California Fire Code. 
H. International Existing Building Code means the California Existing Building Code. 
I. International Zoning Code means the applicable provisions of title 11 of this code. 

 
§ 10-1-4. Amendments—California Building Code. 
The California Building Code, all sections of the 2024 International Building Code that were not adopted 
by agencies of the State of California, and associated appendices adopted in section 10-1-1 of the city 
code are modified, amended and/or supplemented as follows: 
 

A. Amend section 101.1 to read as follows: 
101.1. Title. These regulations shall be known as the Building Code of the City of Solvang, 
hereinafter referred to as "this code." 
 

B. Amend section 101.4, excluding subsections, to read as follows: 
101.4 Referenced Codes. The other codes listed in Sections 101.4.1 through 101.4.8 and 
referenced elsewhere in this code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to 
the prescribed extent of each reference. 
 

C. Section 101.4.8 is hereby added to read as follows: 
101.4.8 Electrical. The provisions of the California Electrical Code shall apply to the 
installation of electrical systems, including alterations, repairs, and replacement of electrical 
equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings, and appurtenances thereto. 
 

D. Amend section 103.1 to read as follows: 
103.1 Creation of Enforcement Agency. The Building Division is hereby created and the 
official in charge thereof shall be known as the Building Official. 
 

E. Section 105.1 is amended by adding a sentence to the end to read as follows: 
“Building permits shall be required for all paving, repaving, resurfacing or slurry, striping, re-
striping and signage or re-signage of parking spaces in parking lots and structures in both 
publicly and privately funded public, commercial, or common use facilities." 
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F. Amend only the building exemptions in section 105.2 to read as follows, and all other provisions 

in section 105.2 shall remain the same: 
105.2 Work Exempt from Permit. Exemptions from permit requirements of this code shall not 
be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the 
provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not be 
required for the following: 

Building: 
1. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage shed, playhouses and 

similar uses, constructed on a property zoned for residential uses provided the following: 
a. The floor area is not greater than 120 square feet (11.15 m2). 
b. plumbing, mechanical or electrical installations are prohibited. 
c. The maximum height shall be limited to 12 feet, as measured from average natural 

grade. 
d. The number of exempt accessory buildings shall be limited to two. 

2. Fences, other than swimming pool barriers, not over 6 feet (1,829 mm) high. 
3. Retaining walls and non-retaining walls, including masonry and concrete free-standing 

walls, that are not over 4 feet (1,219 mm) in height measured from the bottom of the footing 
to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II, or IIIA liquids. 

4. Water tanks supported directly on grade if the capacity is not greater than 5,000 gallons 
(18,927 L) and the ratio of height to diameter or width is not greater than 2:1. 

5. Sidewalks and driveways not more than 30 inches (762 mm) above adjacent grade, and 
not over any basement or story below and are not part of an accessible route. 

6. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, countertops, similar finish work. 
7. Temporary motion picture, television, theater stage sets, and scenery. 
8. Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R-3 occupancy that are less than 24 

inches (610 mm) deep, are not greater than 5,000 gallons (18,927 L) and are installed 
entirely above ground. 

9. Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes, not including 
service systems. 

10. Swings and other playground equipment accessory to detached one-family and two-family 
dwellings. 

11. Window awnings in Group R-3 and U occupancies, supported by an exterior wall that do 
not project more than 54 inches (1,372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require 
additional support. 

12. Non-fixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters, and partitions not over 5 feet 9 
inches in height. 

13. [DID YOU INTEND TO DELETE NO. 13?] 
 

G. Section 105.4.1 is hereby added to read as follows: 
105.4.1 Issuance. For all work authorized by a building permit for other than R-3 or U 
occupancies, the permit shall be issued to an appropriate contractor licensed in accordance 
with the provisions of California law. 

 
H. Section 109.4.1 is hereby added to read as follows: 

109.4.1 Investigation. Whenever any work for which a permit is required by this Code has 
been commenced without first obtaining said permit, a special investigation shall be made 
before a permit may be issued for such work. An investigation fee, in addition to the permit fee, 
may be imposed subject to the discretion of the Building Official whether or not a permit is then 
or subsequently issued. The investigation fee shall not exceed the amount of all permit fees 
required by this Code for the unpermitted work. The payment of such investigation fee shall 
not exempt any person from compliance with all other provisions of this Code nor from any 
penalty prescribed by law. 

 
I. Section 109.2.1 is  added to read as follows: 

109.2.1 Fees 
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1. General. Fees shall be assessed in accordance with the provisions of this Section or shall 
be as set forth in the current City of Solvang Fee Schedule. 

2. Strong Motion Instrumentation Program (SMIP) Fees. In addition to all other permit fees 
a fee equal to .013% of the valuation for residential structures and .028% of the valuation 
for non-residential structures, or current fees set by the State of California, shall be paid 
to the Building Official as required by the State of California Resources Code for the strong 
motion instrumentation and seismic hazard mapping programs. 

3. Technology/Records Retention Fee. This fee in the current City of Solvang Fees and 
Schedule shall be paid to the Building Official at the time of issuance of the building permit 
to maintain building permit electronic system and scanning of paper permit cards. 

4. Certificate of Occupancy and Temporary Certificate of Occupancy Fee. A fee provided for 
in the current City of Solvang Fees Schedule, will be paid to the Building Official for the 
issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy or Temporary Certificate of Occupancy for any 
occupancy classification or for the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy when no building 
permit has been issued. 

5. Appeal Hearing Fee as noted in Title 1, Chapter 6 of this code. 
6. Inspections of buildings to determine their compliance with applicable Codes or 

regulations will be conducted upon receipt by the Building Official a written request for 
such inspection from the property owner or authorized representative and upon payment 
of a fee for such inspection and investigation based upon the City of Solvang Fee 
Schedule for each hour or fraction thereof of inspection or investigation time. The minimum 
fee shall be for one hour of inspection. 
 

J. Amend section 109.6 to read as follows: 
109.6 Refunds. The Building Official or their designee may authorize refunding of any fee paid 
which was erroneously paid or collected. The Building Official may authorize refunding not 
more than 80 percent of the permit application fee when an application for a permit is 
withdrawn or canceled before any plan review is done. The Building Official, or their designee 
shall not authorize refunding of any fee paid except on written application filed by the original 
applicant not later than 180 days after the date of fee payment. 

 
K. Amend Section 110.3.1 tread as follows: 

110.3.1 Footing and Foundation Inspection. Footing and foundation inspections shall be 
made after a survey letter is completed prior to foundation inspection for new structures and 
additions within 2’ of setbacks or within 3’ of property lines and at the wall steel inspection 
whenever there is a basement and required reinforcing steel is in place. For concrete 
foundations, any required forms shall be in place prior to inspection. Materials for the 
foundation shall be on the job, except where concrete is ready mixed in accordance with ASTM 
C94, the concrete need not be on the job. 

 
L. Amend section 110.3.6 to delete the exception and read as follows: 

110.3.6 Lath, Gypsum Board and Gypsum Panel Product Inspection. Lath, gypsum board 
and gypsum product inspections shall be made after lathing, gypsum board and gypsum panel 
products, interior and exterior, are in place, but before any plastering is applied or gypsum 
board and gypsum panel product joints and fasteners are taped and finished. 

 
M. Amend section 113.1 to read as follows: 

113.1 General. In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or determinations 
made by the Building Official relative to the application and interpretations of California Building 
Standards Code and the International Property Maintenance Code, there shall be and is 
hereby created a Board of Appeals. Said Board shall also serve as the Housing Appeals Board 
and the Local Appeals Board referenced in the California Building Standards Code. The 
Building Official shall be an ex officio member and shall act as secretary to said board but shall 
have no vote upon any matter before the board. The Solvang City Council is expressly 
declared to be the Board of Appeals and shall have all of the power and authority conferred 
upon a local appeals board under the Health and Safety Code and shall follow the appeal 
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procedures in Title 1, Chapter 6 of the Solvang Municipal Code. The order of the City Council 
upon such appeal shall be final and immediate. The fee for appeals shall be consistent with 
fees established by the applicable governing authority. 
 

N. Amend section 113.2 to read as follows: 
113.2. Limitations on Authority. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the 
true intent of the California Building Standards Code or the rules legally adopted hereunder 
have been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of the California Building Standards Code do 
not fully apply or an equally good or better form or construction is proposed. The board shall 
have no authority to waive requirements of the adopted codes. For appeals relating to 
accommodations for the disabled, the authority of the board shall include the ability to authorize 
reasonable alternatives to disabled access requirements imposed by the California Building 
Standards Code. Decisions of the Board of Appeals shall be final and only subject to review 
by writ of mandate to the superior court. 

 
O. Amend section 114.4 to read as follows: 

114.4 Violation Penalties. Any person who violates a provision of this code or fails to comply 
with any of the requirements thereof or who erects, constructs, alters, or repairs a building or 
structure in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the Building 
Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code and from which no 
appeal has been taken, or who shall fail to comply, with such an order subject to penalties as 
prescribed by law. The imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation 
or permit it to continue. All such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations 
or defects within a reasonable time and, when not otherwise specified, each day that prohibited 
conditions are maintained shall constitute a separate offense. The application of the above 
penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal of prohibited conditions. 
 

P. Section 114.4.1 is hereby added to reads as follows: 
114.4.1 Citations. The Building Official, or duly authorized agent, is granted the authority as 
provided in Section 836.5(a) of the California Penal Code to issue citations for violations of this 
chapter. 

 
Q. Section 114.4.2 is hereby added to read as follows: 

114.4.2 Costs of Abatement; Tax Lien. Any person, whether as principal, agent, employee, 
or otherwise, who maintains any premises in violation of any provision of this code, the 
municipal code, other adopted California codes, or the state housing law shall be liable for and 
obligated to pay to the city all costs incurred by the city in obtaining abatement action, whether 
such action is administrative, injunctive, or legal, and for all damages suffered by the city, its 
agents, officers, and employees as a result of such violation or efforts to abate the violation. 
If the owner of the property involved in such abatement or compliance action fails to pay for 
the costs of such abatement or compliance action upon demand by the city, the city Council 
by resolution may order the cost of the abatement to be specially assessed against the parcel. 
Such assessment shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner as ordinary 
property taxes are collected and shall be subject to the same penalties and the same 
procedure and the same procedure and sale in case of the delinquency as are provided for 
ordinary property taxes. 
 

R. Section 114.4.3 is hereby added to read as follows: 
114.4.3 Recording Noncompliance with County Recorder. When the Building Official 
determines that work has been done without the required permits, or has not been completed 
in accordance with the requirements of this building code, or other provision of the municipal 
code, the state housing laws, or any other code adopted herein, the Building Official may cause 
a notice of noncompliance to be recorded with the county recorder and shall notify the owner 
of the property of such action. The notice of noncompliance shall describe the property, shall 
set forth the noncomplying conditions, and shall state that the owner of such property has been 
duly notified. The Building Official shall record a notice of release of the notice of 

186



O 25-0385 2025 Building Codes  

noncompliance with the county recorder when it has been determined by the Building Official 
that the noncomplying conditions have been corrected. 
 

S. Amend section 115.4 to read as follows: 
115.4 Failure to Comply. Any person who shall continue any work after having been served 
with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a 
violation or unsafe condition, shall be subject to the penalties and enforcement procedures set 
forth in Title 1, Chapter 3, of the Solvang Municipal Code. 
 

T. Amend section 116.1 to read as follows: 
116.1 Unsafe Conditions. Structures or existing equipment that are or hereafter become 
unsafe, unsanitary, or deficient because of inadequate means of egress facilities, inadequate 
light and ventilation, or which constitute a fire hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human 
maintenance, shall be deemed an unsafe condition. Unsafe structures shall be taken down 
and removed or made safe, as the Building Official deems necessary and as provided for in 
this section and the 2024 edition of the International Property Maintenance Code, as adopted. 
A vacant structure that is not secured against entry shall be deemed unsafe. 
 

U. Amend section 903.2 and exception to read as follows: 
903.2 Where Required. An approved automatic fire sprinkler system shall be provided in a 
new building, and in an existing building where floor area is increased, as provided in Sections 
903.2.1 through 903.2.12 of this code and Section 903.7.1 of California Fire Code as adopted 
by the County of Santa Barbara. 
 
Exception: A building containing a Group R, Division 3 occupancy not more than three stories 
above grade plane in height shall comply with the automatic fire sprinkler system requirements 
of Section R313 of the California Residential Code. 
 

V. Section 1505.1.3, exception and table 1505.1.2 are hereby added to read as follows: 
1505.1.3 Roofs in Commercial Areas. All roofs on all commercial buildings located in any 
area zoned commercial in the city shall be constructed of roofing materials rated as a Class A 
roof assembly. This section shall apply to any new commercial buildings built in an area zoned 
commercial in the city and to the replacement of any existing roofing materials on any 
commercial building in an area zoned commercial in the city. No owner of building, however, 
shall be required solely by virtue of this section to replace any roofing material. 
 
Exception: The exclusive list of commercial buildings listed in Table 1505.1.2 having wooden 
roofs with rolled eaves and shingles with clipped ends, provided that all of the following 
provisions are satisfied: 
1. The roofing material to be used is determined by the design review committee review to 

be compatible with the roofing materials being replaced and with the Danish theme of the 
commercial areas of the city. 

2. An underlayment of one-half inch (72″) type X gypsum board or comparable material 
approved by the Building Official be placed under the solid or spaced sheathing: 

3. Attic and occupancy fire area separations are provided as required by this code: 
4. Automatic fire sprinklers and/or types of automatic fire extinguishing systems are installed, 

if in the opinion of the Building Official such systems are necessary to minimize any 
additional fire hazards 

5. The wood roofing materials used are fire-retardant treated and listed by the State Fire 
Marshal to comply with Section 1505.6; and 

6. The owner agrees to execute an agreement acceptable to the City Attorney obligating the 
owner to maintain the effectiveness of any treatment of any roofing material installed 
pursuant to this section as required by the service conditions encountered in actual use. 
Such agreement shall also provide that the method of retreatment and the frequency of 
retreatment are satisfactory to the Building Official. 
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Table 1505.1.2 
Buildings Exempt from Class A Roof Assembly 
Address Assessor's Parcel No. 

438 Alisal Road 139-240-084 

444 Alisal Road 139-240-071 

473 Alisal Road 139-182-022 

1651 Copenhagen Drive 139-181-012 

1677 Copenhagen Drive 139-182-013 

1688 Copenhagen Drive 139-193-023 

1692 Copenhagen Drive 139-193-022 

1697 Copenhagen Drive 139-182-021 

1440 Mission Drive 139-590-001 

1557 Mission Drive 139-132-023 

1595 Mission Drive 139-133-016 

 
W. Section 1505.1.4 of the 2025 California Building Code is hereby added as follows:  

105.1.4 Roofing for structures in Any Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Roof structures 
within the Local Responsibility Area shall be class A or B roofing assemblies. 

 
X. Section 1506.4 and exception are hereby added to read as follows: 

1506.4 Wood Shake and Shingle Roof Covering Limitations. Wood shake or shingle roof 
coverings shall not be installed on any building. A roof covering shall not be applied over existing 
wood shakes or shingles. 

Exception: 
1. A wood shake or wood shingle system listed as a Class A-rated roof covering. 
2. Roof covering for an addition to, or the reroofing of an existing building where the new roof 

covering area is less than 750 square feet of the existing roof area may be an approved Class 
B pressure treated wood shingle system. 

 
Y. Amend section 3201.1 to read as follows: 

3201.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter and Section 8-3-3 of the Solvang Municipal Code 
shall govern encroachment of structures into the public right-of-way. 

 
Z. Amend Appendix section G104.1 to read as follows: 

G104.1 Permit Application and Processing. Any person, owner, or owner's authorized agent 
who intends to conduct any development in a flood hazard area shall first make application to 
the Building Official and shall obtain the required permit. The processing and administration of a 
permit application shall be as prescribed in Sections 105 and 107. 

 
AA. Add section J101.3 to Appendix J read as follows: 

J101.3 Administration. This appendix chapter shall be administered by the City Engineer. 
References to Building Official shall mean City Engineer. 

 
BB. Amend Appendix section J103.2 to read as follows: 

J103.2 Exempted Work. A grading permit shall not be required for the following: 
1. Grading in an isolated, self-contained area, provided there is no danger to the public, and 

that such grading will not adversely affect adjoining properties. 
2. Excavation for construction of a structure permitted under this code. 
3. Cemetery graves. 
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4. Refuse disposal sites controlled by other regulations. 
5. Excavations for wells, or trenches for utilities. 
6. Mining, quarrying, excavating, processing, or stockpiling of rock, sand, gravel, aggregate, 

or clay controlled by other regulations, provided such operations do not affect the lateral 
support of, or significantly increase stresses in, soil on adjoining properties. 

7. Exploratory excavations performed under the direction of a registered design professional. 
8. An excavation which does not exceed fifty cubic yards and: (1) is less than 2 feet (610 mm) 

in depth; or (2) does not create a cut slope greater than 5 feet (1,524 mm) in height and 
steeper than 1 unit vertical to 2 units horizontal. 

9. A fill less than 1 foot (305 mm) in depth and placed on natural terrain with a slope flatter 
than 1 unit vertical to 5 units horizontal, not intended to support structures, on any one lot 
and does not obstruct a drainage course. 

10. A fill less than 3 feet (914.4 mm) in depth and placed on natural terrain with a slope flatter 
than 1 unit vertical to 5 units horizontal, not intended to support structures, that 

11. does not exceed 50 cubic yards (38.3 m3) on any one lot and does not obstruct a drainage 
course. 

12. Exemption from the permit requirements of this appendix shall not be deemed to grant 
authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this 
code or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction. 
 

CC. Section J103.3 is hereby added to Appendix J to read as follows: 
J103.3 Early Grading. A grading permit shall not be issued prior to issuance of a building 
permit for the project unless: 
1. A tentative subdivision or tract map, use permit, architectural review commission project 

approval or similar authorization has been granted; and 
2. Related street and utility grades have been established and approved; and 
3. A surety bond in accordance with Section J103.4 is deposited to guarantee restoration of 

the site to a natural or other condition acceptable to the Building Official should the project 
not proceed to completion. 
 

DD. Section J103.4 is hereby added to Appendix J to read as follows: 
J103.4 Bonds. The Building Official may require bonds in such form and amounts as may be 
deemed necessary to ensure that the work, if not completed in accordance with the approved 
plans and specifications, will be corrected to eliminate hazardous conditions or restore a 
graded site to the original condition. In lieu of a surety bond, the applicant may file a cash bond 
or instrument of credit with the Building Official in an amount equal to that which would be 
required in the surety bond. 
 
The City Engineer may require that bonds be posted to recover the full costs of any damage 
to public right-of-way which may occur because of the peculiar nature or large scope of the 
project, such as transportation of fill heavy equipment on local streets not designed to 
accommodate the traffic. 
 

EE. Amend Appendix section J104.2 to read as follows: 
J104.2 Site Plan Requirements. In addition to the provisions of Section 107, a grading plan 
shall show the existing grade and finished grade in contour intervals of sufficient clarity to 
indicate the nature and extent of the work and show in detail that it complies with requirements 
of this code. The plans shall show the existing grade on adjoining properties in sufficient detail 
to identify how grade changes will conform to the requirements of this code. The plans shall 
show existing drainage conditions and drainage devices and all proposed changes thereto. 
The plans shall include the location and dimension of all trees on the site to remain and to be 
removed which are 3 inches (76.2 mm) in diameter or larger at the trunk, measured at 4.5 feet 
(1.37 m) above ground level. A preservation plan shall be submitted for all trees to remain. 
The plans shall indicate where excess material, rocks, or rubble will be disposed of. 
 

FF. Section J110.3 is hereby added to Appendix J to read as follows: 
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J110.3 Other Standards. Erosion control measures shall conform to the following standards 
and approval processes: 
1. The City's Stormwater Management Plan. 
2. The most current "Erosion and Sediment Control Field Manual" published by the California 

Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region. 
3. NPDES permit requirements. 
4. The 2025 California Green Building Standards Code. 

 
§ 10-1-5. Amendments—California Residential Code. 
The California Residential Code, all sections of the 2024 International Residential Code that were not 
adopted by agencies of the State of California, and associated appendices adopted in section 10-1-1 of 
the city code are modified, amended and/or supplemented as follows: 
 

A. Amend section R101.1 to read as follows: 
R101.1 Title. These provisions shall be known as the California Residential Code and shall be 
cited as such and shall be referred to herein as "this code." 
 

B. Amend section R103.1 to read as follows: 
R103.1 Creation of Enforcement Agency. The Building Division is hereby created and the 
official in charge thereof shall be known as the Building Official. 
 

C. Section R104.6.1 is hereby added to read as follows: 
R104.6.1 Citations. The Building Official, or duly authorized agent, is granted the authority as 
provided in Section 836.5(a) of the California Penal Code to issue citations for violations of this 
chapter. 
 

D. Amend section R105.2 to read as follows: 
R105.2 Work Exempt from Permit. Permits shall not be required for the following. Exemption 
from permit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work 
to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other laws or 
ordinances of this jurisdiction. 
1. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage shed, playhouses and 

similar uses, provided the floor area is not greater than 120 square feet (11 m*) with no 
plumbing, mechanical or electrical and 12′ max height. 

2. Fences not over 6 feet (1,829 mm) high. 
3. Retaining walls and non-retaining walls, including masonry and concrete free-standing 

walls, that are not over 4 feet (1,219 mm) in height measured from the bottom of the footing 
to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II, or IIIA liquids. 

4. Water tanks supported directly on grade if the capacity is not greater than 5,000 gallons 
(18,927 L) and the ratio of height to diameter or width is not greater than 2:1. 

5. Sidewalks and driveways not more than 30 inches (762 mm) above adjacent grade, and 
not over any basement or story below and are not part of an accessible route. 

6. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, countertops, similar finish work. 
7. Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R-3 occupancy that are less than 24 

inches (610 mm) deep, are not greater than 5,000 gallons (18,927 L) and are installed 
entirely above ground. 

8. Swings and other playground equipment accessory to detached one-family and two-family 
dwellings. 

9. Window awnings in Group R-3 and U occupancies, supported by an exterior wall that do 
not project more than 54 inches (1,372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require 
additional support. 

10. Non-fixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters, and partitions not over 5 feet 9 
inches in height. 
 

E. Section R108.6.1 is added to read as follows: 
R108.6.1 Investigation. Whenever any work for which a permit is required by this code has 
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been commenced without first obtaining said permit, a special investigation shall be made 
before a permit may be issued for such work. 
 

F. Amend section R112.1 to read as follows. 
R112.1 General. In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or determinations 
made by the Building Official relative to the application and interpretation of this code, the 
provisions of Section 113 of the California Building Code, as amended, shall apply. 
 

G. Delete Sections R112.2, R112.3 and R112.4. 
 

H. Amend section R113.4 to read as follows: 
R113.4 Violation Penalties. Any person who violates a provision of this code or fails to comply 
with any of the requirements thereof or who erects, constructs, alters, or repairs a building or 
structure in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the Building 
Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code and from which no 
appeal has been taken, or who shall fail to comply with such an order as affirmed or modified 
by the Board of Appeals within the time fixed herein, shall be subject to penalties as prescribed 
by law. The imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation or permit 
it to continue. All such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or defects 
within a reasonable time and, when not otherwise specified, each day that prohibited 
conditions are maintained shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal of prohibited 
conditions. 
 

I. Section R113.4.1 is hereby added to read as follows: 
R113.4.1 Costs of Abatement; Tax Lien. Any person, whether as principal, agent, employee, 
or otherwise, who maintains any premises in violation of any provision of this code, the 
municipal code, other adopted California codes, or the state housing law shall be liable for and 
obligated to pay to the city all costs incurred by the city in obtaining abatement or compliance 
which attributable to or associated with the enforcement or abatement action, whether such 
action is administrative, injunctive, or legal, and for all damages suffered by the city, its agents, 
officers, and employees as a result of such violation or efforts to abate the violation. 
If the owner of the property involved in such abatement or compliance action fails to pay for 
the costs of such abatement or compliance action upon demand by the city, the city Council 
by resolution may order the cost of the abatement to be specially assessed against the parcel. 
Such assessment shall be collected and shall be subject to the same penalties and the same 
procedure and sale in case of the delinquency as are provided for ordinary property taxes. 

 
J. Section R113.4.2 is hereby added to read as follows: 

R113.4.2 Recording Noncompliance with County Recorder. Whenever the Building Official 
determines that work has been done without the required permits, or has not been completed 
in accordance with the requirements of this building codes, or other provision of the municipal 
code, the state housing laws, or any other code adopted herein, the Building Official may cause 
a notice of noncompliance to be recorded with the county recorder and shall notify the owner 
of the property of such action. The notice of noncompliance shall describe the property, shall 
set forth the noncomplying conditions, and shall state that the owner of such property has been 
duly notified. The Building Official shall record a notice of release of the notice of 
noncompliance with the county recorder when it has been determined by the Building Official 
that the noncomplying conditions have been corrected. 
 

K. Amend section R114.4 to read as follows: 
R114.4 Failure to Comply. Any person who shall continue any work after having been served 
with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a 
violation or unsafe condition, shall be subject to the penalties and code enforcement 
procedures set forth in Title 1, Chapter 3, of the Solvang Municipal Code. 
 

L. Amend section R309.2 and exception to read as follows: 
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R309.2 One-and two-family dwellings automatic fire systems. An automatic residential fire 
sprinkler system shall be installed in one-and two-family dwellings. 
 
Exception: Where additions or alterations to an existing dwelling increase the existing floor 
area, an automatic fire sprinkler system shall be provided as required by Section 903.7 of the 
California Fire Code as adopted by the County of Santa Barbara. 
 

M. Section R904.5 is hereby added to read as follows: 
R904.5 Wood Shake and Shingle Roof Covering Limitations. Wood shake or shingle roof 
coverings shall not be installed on any building. A roof covering shall not be applied over 
existing wood shakes or shingles. 
 
Exception: 
1. A wood shake or wood shingle system listed as a Class A-rated roof covering. 
2. Roof covering for an addition to, or the reroofing of, an existing building where the new roof 

covering area is less than 750 square feet of the existing roof area may be an approved 
Class B pressure treated wood shingle system. 

 
§ 10-1-6. Amendments—California Existing Building Code. 
The California Existing Building Code adopted in section 10-1-1 of the city code is modified, amended 
and/or supplemented as follows: 

A. Amend section 101.1 to read as follows: 
101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the California Existing Building Code, 
hereinafter referred to as "this code." 

 
B. Amend section 103.1 to read as follows: 

103.1 Creation of Enforcement Agency. The Building Division is hereby created and the 
official in charge thereof shall be known as the Building Official. 
 

C. Section 104.6.1 is hereby added to read as follows: 
104.6.1 Citations. The Building Official, or duly authorized agent, is granted the authority as 
provided in Section 836.5(a) of the California Penal Code to issue citations for violations of this 
chapter. 
 

D. Section 108.4.1 is hereby added to read as follows: 
108.4.1 Investigation. Whenever any work for which a permit is required by this code has 
been commenced without first obtaining said permit, a special investigation shall be made 
before a permit may be issued for such work. 
 

E. Amend section 109.3.5 to delete the exception and read as follows: 
109.3.5 Lath or Gypsum Board Inspection. Lath and gypsum board inspections shall be 
made after lathing and gypsum board, interior and exterior, is in place but before any plastering 
is applied or before gypsum board joints and fasteners are taped and finished. 
 

F. Amend section 112.1 to read as follows: 
112.1 General. In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or determinations 
made by the Code Official relative to the application and interpretation of this code, the 
provisions made by the Code Official relative to the application and interpretation of this code, 
the provisions of Section 113 of the California Building Code, as amended, shall apply. 
 

G. Delete sections 112.2, 112.3 and 112.4. 
 

H. Amend section 113.4 to read as follows: 
113.4 Violation Penalties. Any person who violates a provision of this code or fails to comply 
with any of the requirements thereof or who erects, constructs, alters, or repairs a building or 
structure in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the Building 
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Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code and from which no 
appeal has been taken, or who shall fail to comply with such an order as affirmed or modified 
by the Board of Appeals within the time fixed herein, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and is 
subject to the penalty as provided for in Title 1, Chapter 3 of the City of Solvang Municipal 
Code. The imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation or permit it 
to continue. All such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or defects 
within a reasonable time and, when not otherwise specified, each day that prohibited 
conditions are maintained shall constitute a separate offense. The application of the above 
penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal of prohibited conditions. 

 
I. Amend section 114.4 to read as follows: 

114.4 Failure to Comply. Any person shall continue any work after having been served with 
a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation 
or unsafe condition, shall be subject to the penalties and code enforcement procedures set 
forth in Title 1, Chapter 3, of the Solvang Municipal Code. 

 
J. Amend section 115.1 to read as follows: 

115.1 Unsafe Conditions. Structures or existing equipment that are or hereafter become 
unsafe, unsanitary or deficient because of inadequate means of egress facilities, inadequate 
light and ventilation, or which constitute a fire hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human 
life or public welfare, or that involve illegal or improper occupancy or inadequate maintenance, 
shall be deemed an unsafe condition. Unsafe structures shall be taken down and removed or 
made safe, as the Building Official deems necessary and as provided for in this section and 
the 2021 edition of the International Property Maintenance Code, as adopted. A vacant 
structure that is not secured against entry shall be deemed unsafe. 

 
§ 10-1-7. Amendments—California Electrical Code. 
The California Electrical Code, all sections of the 2023 National Electric Code that were not adopted by 
agencies of the State of California, and associated appendices adopted in section 10-1-1 of the city 
code are modified, amended and/or supplemented as follows: 

A. Administration of the electrical code shall be as set forth in division II of chapter 1 of the California 
Building Code. 
 

B. Amend section 230.70(A)(1) to read as follows: 
(1) Readily Accessible Location. The service disconnecting means shall be installed at a 
readily accessible location either outside the building or other structure, or inside nearest the 
point of entrance of the service conductors. The disconnecting means shall be accessible to 
emergency personnel, either directly or by a remote actuating device, without requiring transit 
of the building interior. Dedicated electrical equipment rooms located at the building perimeter 
and providing direct access to the outside shall satisfy accessibility for emergency personnel. 

 
§ 10-1-8. Amendments—California Mechanical Code. 
The California Mechanical Code and all sections of the 2024 International Mechanical Code that were 
not adopted by agencies of the State of California, including appendices adopted in section 10-1-1 of 
the city code are modified, amended, and/or supplemented as follows: 

A. Division II of chapter 1 is hereby deleted. 
 

B. Administration of the Mechanical Code shall be as set forth in division II of chapter 1 of the 
California Building Code. 

 
§ 10-1-9. Amendments—California Plumbing Code. 
The California Plumbing Code, all sections of the 2024 Uniform Plumbing Code that were not adopted 
by agencies of the State of California, and associated appendices adopted in section 10-1-1 of the city 
code are modified, amended and/or supplemented as follows: 
 

A. Division II of chapter 1 is hereby deleted. 
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B. Administration of the Plumbing Code shall as set forth in division II of chapter 1 of the California 

Building Code. 
 

C. Section 406.5 is hereby added to read as follows: 

406.5 Commercial Car Washes. Commercial car wash facilities shall have water 
recycling systems approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

 
§ 10-1-10. Amendments—International Property Maintenance Code. 
The International Property Maintenance Code adopted in section 10-1-1 of the city code is modified, 
amended, and/or supplemented as follows: 

A. Amend section 103.1 to read as follows: 
103.1 Creation of Agency. The office of property maintenance inspection within the Building 
Division is hereby created and the executive official in charge thereof shall be known as the 
Building Official. For the purposes of this code, the Building Official shall mean Code Official. 
 

B. Amend section 108.4 to read as follows: 
108.4 Failure to Comply. Any person who shall continue any work after having been served 
with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a 
violation or unsafe condition, shall be subject to the penalties and code enforcement 
procedures set forth in Title 1, Chapter 3, of the Solvang Municipal Code. 
 

C. Section 105.5.1 is hereby added to read as follows: 
105.5.1 Citations. The Code Official, or duly authorized agent, is granted the authority as 
provided in Section 836.5(a) of the California Penal Code to issue citations for violations of this 
chapter. 
 

D. Section 107.5.1 is hereby added to read as follows: 
107.5.1 Costs of Abatement; Tax Lien. Any person, whether as principal, agent, employee, 
or otherwise, who maintains any premises in violation of any provision of this code, the 
municipal code, other adopted California code, or the state housing law shall be liable for and 
obligated to pay to the city all costs incurred by the city in obtaining abatement or compliance 
which is attributable to or associated with the enforcement or abatement action, whether such 
action is administrative, injunctive, or legal, and for all damages suffered by the city, its agents, 
officers, and employees as a result of such violation or efforts to abate the violation. 

If the owner of the property involved in such abatement or compliance action fails to pay 
for the costs of such abatement or compliance action upon demand by the city, the city 
Council by resolution may order the cost of the abatement to be specially assessed against 
the parcel. 

Such assessment shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner as ordinary 
property taxes are collected and shall be subject to the same penalties and the same 
procedure and sale in case of the delinquency as are provided for ordinary property taxes. 

 
E. Section 107.5.2 is hereby added and reads as follows 

107.5.2 Recording Noncompliance with County Recorder. Whenever the Code Official 
determines that work has been done without the required permits, or has not been completed 
in accordance with the requirements of this building code, or other provision of the municipal 
code, the state housing laws, or any other code adopted herein, the official may cause a notice 
of noncompliance to be recorded with the county recorder and shall notify the owner of the 
property of such action. The notice of noncompliance shall describe the property, shall set forth 
the noncomplying conditions, and shall state that the owner of such property has been duly 
notified. The Code Official shall record a notice of release of the notice of non-compliance with 
the county recorder when it has been determined by the Code Official that the noncomplying 
conditions have been corrected. 
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F. Amend section 106.1 to read as follows: 

106.1 Membership of Board. The Board of Appeals shall be the Board of Appeals established 
in Section 113 of the California Building Code as amended in Section 10-1-4 of the Solvang 
Municipal Code. 
 

G. Amend section 304.14 to read as follows: 
304.14 Insect Screens. Every door, window and other outside opening required for ventilation 
of habitable rooms, food preparation areas, food service areas or any areas where products 
to be included or utilized in food for human consumptions are processed, manufactured, 
packaged or stored shall be supplied with approved tightly fitting screen of 16 mesh per inch 
(16 mesh per 25 mm) minimum, and every screen door used for insect control shall have a 
self-closing device in good working condition. 
 

H. Amend section 602.3 to read as follows: 
602.3 Heat Supply. Every owner and operator of any building who rents, leases, or lets one 
or more dwelling units or sleeping units on terms, either expressed or implied, shall supply 
heat to maintain a minimum temperature of 68 degrees F (20°C) in all habitable rooms, 
bathrooms, and toilet rooms.” 

 
SECTION 2. Chapter 2 (“FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION”) of Title 10 (“Building Regulations”),  
of the Solvang Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
“Chapter 2 FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION 

§ 10-2-1 Adoption of fire code. 
§ 10-2-2 Fire code official designated. 
§10-2-3 Amendments to the 2025 California Wildland Urban Interface Code. 
§ 10-2-4 Referenced codes and standards. 
§ 10-2-5 Fire hazard severity zones. 

 
§ 10-2-1. Adoption of California Fire Code and California Wildland-Urban Interface Code. 
The 2025 California Fire Code and 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code as adopted and amended 
by the Santa Barbara County board of supervisors in chapter 15 of the Santa Barbara County Code are 
hereby ratified and adopted by reference as the fire code of the city. 
 
§ 10-2-2. Fire Code Official designated. 
The Fire Code Official for the Santa Barbara County Fire Protection District is hereby designated as the Fire 
Code Official for the city of Solvang. 
 
§ 10-2-4. Amendments to the 2025 Urban Wildland Interface Coode. 
The 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code, is hereby adopted and enacted as amended as 
modified, amended, and/or supplemented as follows: 

A. Section 101.3.1 of the 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code is hereby 
replaced in its entirety to read as follows: 

101.3.1 Applications. New buildings, additions and alterations located in any Very High 
Fire Hazard Severity Zone constructed after the application date shall comply with the 
provisions of this chapter. Only the altered area of existing building needs to comply 
with the provisions of this chapter unless otherwise exempted herein.  
 
Exceptions: 
1. Alterations to the existing buildings where less than 50% of roof framing is modified or 

replaced.  
2. Alterations to the existing buildings where less than 50% of exterior walls exterior finish 

material is modified or replaced.  
3. Buildings of an accessory character classified as a Group U occupancy and not exceeding 
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120 square feet in floor area, when located at least 30 feet from an applicable building.  
4. Buildings of an accessory character classified as Group U occupancy of any size located 

at least 50 feet from an applicable building.  
5. Buildings classified as a Group U Agricultural Building, as defined in Section 202 of this 

code (see also Appendix C — Group U Agricultural Buildings), when located at least 50 
feet from an applicable building. 

 

B. Section 202 of the 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code is hereby amended 
by adding or amending the following:  
BOARD. The City Council of the City of Solvang 
 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES. Any structure intended for supporting or sheltering any 
occupancy. They are those buildings and structures, described within this Article VII, whether 
inhabited or not. 
 
COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS. Are weeds, stubble, brush, rubbish, litter, dry grass, dry leaves 
or other flammable materials that are readily ignitable and endanger the public safety. 

 
PARCEL.  Is a portion of land of any size, the area of which is determined by the assessor's 
maps and records and may be identified by an assessor's parcel number whether or not any 
buildings or structures are present. 
 
ZONE 0. A five-foot ember-resistant area required around structures in high-fire-hazard zones 
to reduce home ignition from wind-blown embers during wildfires. Zone 0 regulations require 
the use of hardscaping like concrete or pavers, removal of dead plants and debris from roofs 
and gutters, clearing of combustible items from decks and porches, and the replacement of 
combustible fences attached to the home with non-combustible alternatives. 
 

C. Section 603.3.1 of the 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
1. Delineation of the 5-foot (1524 mm), 30-foot (9144 mm) and 100-foot (30 488mm) fuel 

management zones from all structures. 
2. Identification of ground coverings within the 5-foot (1524 mm) to 30-foot (9144 mm) zone, 

with adherence to PRC 4291 within the ember resistant zone (Zone 0) from 0-foot (o mm) 
to 5-foot (1524 mm) from all structures. 

 

D. Section 613 is added to the 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code to read as 
follows: 
613.1 Applicability. The provisions of section 4911 shall be applicable to all areas 
within the Santa Barbara County Fire Protection District. 
 
613.2 Prohibited disposal of combustible material. No person shall place, deposit 
or dump combustible material, which in the opinion of the code official constitutes a fire 
hazard, on a parcel, whether or not he owns such parcel, or whether or not he so 
places, deposits or dumps on such parcel with the consent of the owner thereof. 
hazard shall be cleared of combustible material to the satisfaction of the fire code 
official.  
 
613.4 Clearance of brush or vegetative growth from roadways. The fire code 
official is authorized to require areas within 10 feet on each side of portions of Fire 
Apparatus Access Roads and driveways to be cleared of non-fire-resistive vegetation 
growth. 
 
Exception: Single specimens of trees, ornamental vegetative fuels or cultivated 
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ground cover, such as green grass, ivy, succulents or similar plants used as ground 
cover, provided they do not form a means of readily transmitting fire. 
613.5 Clearance of fire protection equipment, ground-mounted photovoltaic panel 
systems and utilities is amended to read as follows:  
 
A minimum of 30 feet of defensible space shall be maintained around communication 
towers, non fire-resistive water tanks, water supply pumps, pump houses, generators 
and ground-mounted photovoltaic panel systems which are 1,500 square feet or 
greater in combined panel area.  
 
613.6 Prosecution. The fire chief shall serve a written order upon the owner or 
possessor of a parcel, when, in his or her opinion, a fire hazard exists upon a parcel. 
The order shall identify the fire hazard and direct such owner or possessor to remove 
or abate the fire hazard within a specified period of time, but not less than ten days, 
after such order is given. Every owner or possessor who fails or refuses to abate said 
fire hazard from such parcel within the time specified after being served with such order 
is guilty of an infraction as described in Title 1, Chapter 3 of the Solvang Municipal 
Code . Evidence that the current assessment roll of the County shows real property 
assessed to a person shall constitute prima facie evidence that such person is the 
owner of such property.  
 
613.7 Order to abate fire hazard—Notice. The chief shall send, by certified mail, a 
copy of the written order providing information specified in section 4911.6, and shall 
include an assessor's parcel number of the parcel set forth on the county assessment 
roll, to the last assessee of the parcel at the address given on such roll. In addition, the 
order shall provide the specific date, time and location of when the City of Solvang City 
Council will meet to hear the report of the fire chief regarding the alleged fire hazard, 
and include the following:  
 
"WARNING: The Fire Chief has determined that a fire hazard exists on this parcel. If 
not abated, the Fire Chief or his designee, shall enter and remove or abate the fire 
hazard by cutting, burning or removing the flammable material. THE COST OF SUCH 
REMOVAL WILL BE COLLECTED BY ADDING IT ONTO THE TAXES ASSESSED 
AGAINST THIS Parcel. ANY OWNER OR POSSESSOR INTENDING TO ABATE 
THIS FIRE HAZARD AT HIS OWN EXPENSE SHOULD DO SO IMMEDIATELY."  
The chief shall post each notice to abate, including the legal description in some 
conspicuous place in the office of the clerk of the board of supervisors. It shall be the 
responsibility of the owner of record in the current assessment roll to notify any new 
owner or possessor of the parcel of the notice that was received and forward the notice 
to the new owner or possessor of the parcel. It shall also be the responsibility of the 
current owner of record to notify the fire department of this change in ownership. 
 
613.8 Order to abate fire hazard—Posting Location. The chief may, in addition to 
mailing, have a written order posted in front of any parcel upon which a fire hazard 
exists, or, if such parcel does not front upon any street, highway or road, then either 
upon the portion of such parcel nearest to a street, highway or road or upon such 
portion that is likely to give actual notice to the owner or lawful possessor.  
613.9 Order to abate fire hazard—Posting Time. The order provided for in Sec. 4911.8 
shall be posted at least ten days before the board meets to hear the report of the chief 
regarding the alleged fire hazard.  
 
613.10 Hearing. At the time and place stated in the written orders, the board shall meet 
to hear the report of the chief and any objections thereto. The chief or his designated 
representative shall attend, inform the board as to the alleged fire hazard and supply 
the legal description of the parcel upon which it exists, the name and address of the 
last known assessee thereof and state what he has done in order to give notice of the 
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hearing according to the provisions of this article. The board may continue from time to 
time as it sees fit.  
 
613.11 City Council' direction to abate fire hazard. If, after a hearing, the board finds 
that a fire hazard exists upon a parcel, it may direct the chief to abate the hazard. The 
board shall maintain a record of its proceedings at such hearing and retain therewith 
the report of the chief, a legal description of such a lot or land and, where available, the 
name and address of its last known assessee  
 
613.12 Abatement procedure. Fire Chief authorized to expend funds, contract, etc. If 
the board directs the chief to abate a fire hazard, he shall proceed to abate such hazard 
unless it has been abated, completely, before his agents arrive to begin such 
abatement. The chief may expend appropriated funds for such abatement and may 
contract with a person or persons for the performance of the work of such abatement. 
 
613.13 Account of expenses—Report to be filed with the City Council. The chief 
shall keep an account of his expenses when abating a fire hazard pursuant to the 
direction of the City Council, and file a report with the board. The report shall include 
the assessor's tax area and parcel numbers according to the county assessment roll 
of the parcel upon which such fire hazard existed and, when available, the name and 
address of the last known assessee. The report shall include a reasonable 
administrative cost in an amount to be fixed by the board from time to time, based on 
administrative costs of carrying out these regulations.  
 
613.14 Account of expenses—Filing with clerk—Confirmation hearing. The report 
of expenses referred to in section 4911.13 shall be maintained on file, open to public 
inspection, in the office of the clerk of the board for at least ten days before a hearing 
of the board to confirm such report. If any person shall, before the expiration of such 
ten days, file a written request for notice of the hearing upon such confirmation, the 
board shall mail such notice to the address supplied in any such written request. At the 
time fixed for such hearing, the board shall meet to hear any objections to the report of 
expenses filed by the chief as required by this section. At such hearing the board may 
make any modifications in the amount it deems just, after which the report shall be 
confirmed.  
 
613.15 Expenses constitute special assessment and lien. The amount of expenses 
incurred by the chief for abating a fire hazard shall constitute a special assessment and 
a lien against the parcel from which such hazard was removed.  
 
613.16 Expense report to be transmitted to auditor-controller. The board shall 
deliver a copy of the expense report, as confirmed, to the auditor-controller of the 
county.  
 
613.17 Inclusion of assessment on property tax bill—Disposition of revenue. The 
county auditor controller shall enter the amount stated in the report as a special 
assessment against the parcel described in the report. The tax collector of the county 
shall include the amount of the assessment on the bill for taxes levied against the 
parcel. All laws applicable to the levy, collection and enforcement of county taxes are 
applicable to such special assessments. All special assessments collected as provided 
in this article shall be accounted for as fire district revenue. 

 
 
§ 10-2-4. Referenced codes and standards. 
Where other codes and standards are referred to in the code adopted in section 10-2-1 of this chapter, the 
following shall apply: 

A. International Building Code means the 2025 California Building Code or the 2025 
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California Residential Code, as applicable. 

B. International Plumbing Code means the 2025 California Plumbing Code. 

C. International Fuel Gas Code means the 2025 California Plumbing Code. 

D. International Mechanical Code means the 2025 California Mechanical Code. 

E. NFPA 70 and National Electrical Code means the 2025 California Electrical Code. 

F. International Residential Code for One-and Two-Family Dwellings means the 2025 
California Residential Code. 

G. International Fire Code means the 2025 California Fire Code. 

H. International Existing Building Code means the 2025 California Existing 
Building Code.  

I. 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code. 
 
§ 10-2-4. Fire hazard severity zones. 

A. Purpose. The purpose of the map is to identify areas in the state as moderate, high, 
and very high fire hazard severity zones based on consistent statewide criteria and 
based on the severity of fire hazard that is expected to prevail in those areas. 
Moderate, high, and very high fire hazard severity zones shall be based on fuel 
loading, slope, fire weather, and other relevant factors including areas where winds 
have been identified by the office of the State Fire Marshal as a major cause of 
wildfire spread. 

B. Fire Severity Zones Adoption. The city designates fire severity zones as 
recommended by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to Government Code section 
51178. These zones are mapped moderate, high, and very high. 

C. Fire Severity Map Determination. In instances where a single parcel of land includes 
multiple fire hazard severity zone designations, including, but not limited to, 
moderate, high, or very high, the entire parcel shall be considered as falling within the 
highest designated zone present on any portion of the parcel. 

D. Copies of Fire Severity Map. The fire severity map shall be maintained in electronic 
format by the city of Solvang, as authorized by the Community Development Director. 
These copies shall be available on the city's website.” 

 
 
SECTION 3. CEQA. This Ordinance has been reviewed for compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and the CEQA guidelines, and the City’s environmental procedures, 
and has been found to be exempt pursuant to § 15061( b)(3) (general rule), § 15060(c)(2) (the activity 
will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) and § 
15060( c)(3) (the activity is not a project as defined in Section 15378) of the CEQA Guidelines, because 
the City Council hereby finds with certainty that there is no possibility the passage of this Ordinance will 
have a significant effect on the environment and it has no potential for resulting in physical change to 
the environment, directly or indirectly. 
 
SECTION 4. All inconsistencies between the Building Code, Residential Code, Existing Building Code, 
Electrical Code, Mechanical Code, and Plumbing Code as adopted by this Ordinance and Parts 2, 2.5, 
3, 4, and 5, respectively, of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations are changes, modifications, 
amendments, additions or deletions thereto authorized by California Health and Safety Code Sections 
17958 and 17958. 7. 
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SECTION 5. Upon the effective date of this Ordinance, all former ordinances or parts thereof conflicting 
or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance and the codes herein adopted by reference, 
including, without limitation, Ordinance No. 22-0360, and any other ordinance or portions thereof in 
conflict herewith are hereby repealed and declared to be of no further force and effect. 
 
SECTION 6. The numbering of the most recent editions of the California Building Standards Code is 
revised from earlier editions. All references to the uniform codes in the Solvang Municipal Code that are 
not amended by this Ordinance or a subsequently enacted ordinance shall refer instead to the 
successor section or sections contained in the 2025 Edition of the California Building Standards Code, 
as adopted and amended by the City in Parts 2, 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, and 11 of Title 24 of the 
California Code of Regulations. 
 
SECTION 7.  This Ordinance shall become operative January 1, 2026.  
 
SECTION 8. Solvang is a Charter City and has adopted its own rules for summarizing and posting 
ordinances once they are adopted. A summary of this ordinance will be prepared by the City Clerk. The 
summary will be posted in three locations after adoption as directed in the Solvang Municipal Code. A 
true and correct copy of the full ordinance together with a record of the vote of each Council member 
shall be kept by the City Clerk. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on this 24th day of November 2025. 
 
 
 
        

David Brown, Mayor 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ATTEST: 
 
 
 

Chelsea O’Sullivan, City Attorney Annamarie Porter, City Clerk 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA ) SS 
CITY OF SOLVANG   ) 
 
I, Annamarie Porter, City Clerk of the City of Solvang, California do hereby certify that the foregoing 
Ordinance No. 25-0385 was duly introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council held on the 27th 
day of October, 2025, and was duly adopted at a regular meeting of said City Council held on the 24th 
day of November, 2025, and thereafter signed and approved by the Mayor and attested by the City 
Clerk, and that said Ordinance was adopted by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 
 
 
Annamarie Porter, City Clerk 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15 OF THE SANTA BARBARA 
COUNTY CODE, ADOPTING THE 2025 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE AND 
PORTIONS OF THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AS AMENDED 

IN THIS ORDINANCE, AND A FIRE CODE FEE SCHEDULE 
 

  ORDINANCE NO. ___ 
 
 
 

  
An ordinance of the County of Santa Barbara amending Chapter 15 of the Santa 
Barbara County Code to adopt the 2025 edition of the California Fire Code and 
portions of the 2024 International Fire Code as amended in this ordinance, 
regulating and governing the safeguarding of life and property from fire and 
explosion hazards arising from the storage, handling and use of hazardous 
substances, materials and devices, and from conditions hazardous to life or 
property in the occupancy of buildings and premises in the County of Santa 
Barbara; providing for the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefore.   

 
 
The Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara, State of California, ordains as follows: 

Section One 

Chapter 15 of the Santa Barbara County Code is amended in the following manner: 
1. Article I, entitled: “Adoption of the 2022 California Fire Code” is deleted and replaced with 

Article I, entitled “Adoption of the 2025 California Fire Code and portions of the 2024 
International Fire Code.” 

2.  Article V, entitled “Fees”, incorporates a current fire code fee schedule with categorical 
changes to the existing fee schedule, however Article V is amended to update references 
to the 2025 California Fire Code and existing local fees. 

3. Article VI entitled “Violations-Legal Actions” is amended to update the reference to the 
2025 California Fire Code in Sec. 15-125 Citations – Enforcement procedures; all other 
provisions of Chapter 15 shall remain in effect. 

Section Two 

Chapter 15 of the Santa Barbara County Code is amended as follows: 
 

CHAPTER 15 - FIRE PREVENTION  

Article I. Adoption of the 2025 California Fire Code and portions of the 2024 

International Fire Code 

Sec. 15-1. - Adoption of 2025 California Fire Code.  

The board of supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara for the purpose of prescribing regulations 
governing conditions hazardous to life and property from fire, hazardous materials or explosion, adopts 
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the 2025 edition of the California Fire Code (hereinafter 2025 California Fire Code or "CFC") and the 
following provisions of the 2024 edition of the International Fire Code, including Chapters 1—80 and 
Appendix Chapters 4, A, B, BB, C, CC, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N,O, P and Q as published by the 
International Code Council, that are added and/or amended by section 15-3 of this chapter. A copy of the 
2025 edition of the California Fire Code is on file with the clerk of the board of supervisors and is 
incorporated by reference. 

Amendments to the 2025 California Fire Code and portions of the 2024 International Fire Code are set 
forth below in Sec. 15-3.  An amendment, including an addition or a deletion, only amends the referenced 
section and does not, by omission of reference, delete any other section. 

This article shall be controlling in all areas within the Santa Barbara County Fire Protection District and 
all other unincorporated areas of the county, except the areas within the Carpinteria/Summerland Fire 
Protection District, Montecito Fire Protection District, Vandenberg Air Force Base, and Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Lands, unless otherwise specified by this chapter. 

(Ord. No. XXXX, §§ 1, 2, XX-XX-XXXX) 

Sec. 15-2. - Rules of construction.  

 (a)  Wherever the word "jurisdiction" is used in the CFC it shall mean all areas within the Santa Barbara 
County Fire Protection District and all other unincorporated areas of the county, except the areas within 
the Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Protection District, Montecito Fire Protection District, Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, and Bureau of Indian Affairs lands, unless otherwise specified by this chapter.  

(b) Whenever the words "chief" and/or "fire chief" of the Santa Barbara County Fire Department are used 
they shall be held to mean the Santa Barbara County Fire Chief, also known as the "fire warden, or his 
or her designee."  

(c) Whenever the words "building department" are used they shall be held to mean the Building and Safety 
Division of the Santa Barbara County Planning and Development Department.  

(d) Whenever the words "police department" and "police" are used they shall be held to include the Santa 
Barbara County Sheriff Department or the law enforcement agency that has legal jurisdiction.  

(e) Whenever the words "California Building Code" and "building code" are used they shall be held to 
include the building code as adopted under Chapter 10 of the Santa Barbara County Code.  

(f)   Whenever the words "California Electrical Code" are used it shall be held to include the electrical code 
as adopted under Chapter 10 of the Santa Barbara County Code.  

(g)  Whenever the words "California Residential Code" and "residential code" are used they shall be held 
to include the residential code as adopted under Chapter 10 of the Santa Barbara County Code.  

 (h) Whenever the words "County Land Use and Development Code" are used it shall be held to include 
the County Land Use and Development Code adopted under Chapter 35 of the Santa Barbara County 
Code.  

(i)  Whenever the words "fire protection certificate" (FPC) are used, it shall refer to the application for review 
of construction permits.  

(k)   The “Fire protection certificate” (FPC) process is divided into the following two distinct levels of review 

based on the scope and complexity: 

Minor Fire Protection Certificate (FPC-Minor)  
 

1. All new R-3 Occupancies three thousand six hundred (3,600) square feet or less, inside the 
Urban Limit line.  
 

2. All new detached ADUs located inside of the Urban Limit line.  
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3. All new U Occupancies, requiring a building permit, three thousand six hundred (3,600) square 
feet or less, inside the Urban Limit line.  
 

4. Any R-3 Occupancies three thousand six hundred (3,600) square feet or less, inside the Urban 
Limit line, where the aggregate interior alterations or modifications change or rearrange 70% or 
more of the original planned configuration of walls or full height partitions within the existing 
enclosed building area 
 

5. Any R-3 Occupancies inside of the Urban Limit line, that adds an accumulation of one thousand 
square feet or more to the existing enclosed building area and the subsequent gross floor area 
is less than or equals three thousand six hundred square feet.   

 
6. Tenant Improvements to any occupancies, where a fire protection system has been installed 

(Fire Sprinklers, Fire Alarm, Hood System, etc.).  
 
7. Change of occupancy classification if it has been deemed equal to or less hazardous based on 

life safety risk.   
 

8. A change from one group to another group within an occupancy classification.  
 
9. The review of any changes to a fire protection system.    
 

10. Any building project that does not fall under the conditions described for review, but in the 
opinion of the building code official or the fire code official should be reviewed by the Fire 
Department.   

 

Major Fire Protection Certificate (FPC-Major)  
 

1. All new R-3 Occupancies greater than three thousand six hundred (3,600) square feet inside 
the Urban Limit line or any size, outside the Urban Limit line.  

 
2. All new U Occupancies, requiring a building permit, outside the Urban Limit line, or greater than 

three thousand six hundred (3,600) square feet inside the Urban Limit line.  
 
3. All new detached ADUs located outside of the Urban Limit line.  
 
4. All new Occupancies other than R-3 or U Occupancies.  
 
5. Any occupancy other than R-3 or U Occupancies that adds an accumulation of five hundred 

square feet or more to the existing gross floor area or the subsequent enclosed building area 
equals or exceeds three thousand six hundred square feet.  

 
6. Any occupancy with an existing square footage of three thousand six hundred square feet or 

greater where aggregate interior alterations or modifications change or rearrange 70% or more 
of the original planned configuration of walls or full height partitions within the existing enclosed 
building area.   

 
7. Any R-3 or U Occupancies that adds an accumulation of one thousand square feet or more to 

the existing enclosed building area, outside of the Urban Limit line, or causes the subsequent 
gross floor area to exceed three thousand six hundred (3,600) square feet.  

 
8.   Change of occupancy classification if it has been deemed to be more hazardous based on life    

                   safety risk.  
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 (l)   Whenever the words "high fire hazard severity zone " and “local responsibility area” (LRA) are used it 
means the maps adopted by ordinance by the Board of Supervisors and on file with the office of the 
state fire marshal and the board of forestry.  

(m)  Whenever the words "very high fire hazard severity zone” and “local responsibility area” (LRA) are 
used it means the maps adopted by ordinance by the Board of Supervisors and on file with the office 
of the state fire marshal and the board of forestry.  

(n)    Whenever the words "high fire hazard severity zone” and “state responsibility area” (SRA) are used 

it means the areas identified as moderate, high and very high by the office of the state fire marshal. 

 (o) Whenever the words "Santa Barbara County Fire Department Development Standards" are used it 
means those standards researched and developed by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department, on 
file with the fire code official and available for review and reference at www.sbcfire.com.  

(Ord. No. XXXX, §§ 1, 2, XX-XX-XXXX) 

Sec. 15-3. - Amendments to the 2025 California Fire Code and portions of the 2024 International Fire 

Code.  

The 2025 California Fire Code and portions of the 2024 International Fire Code are amended as follows in 
order to properly safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of the people, property and environment of Santa 
Barbara County:  

(a)  CHAPTER 1 — SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION 

DIVISION II - ADMINISTRATION 

PART 1-GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 101 SCOPE AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

101.1 Title is amended to read as follows: 

These regulations shall be known as the Fire Code of Santa Barbara County, hereinafter referred to as 
"this code.” 

SECTION 102 APPLICABILITY 

    102.1 Construction and design provisions is amended by adding the following: 

Exception: This section shall not apply to any agricultural buildings, specifically exempted in Santa 
Barbara County Code Chapter 10, Building Regulations, which reads as follows:  

Agricultural buildings not exceeding 3,000 square feet in floor area constructed and used to house 
farm implements, equipment, hay, grain, poultry, livestock or horticultural products. Such buildings 
shall not be a place of human habitation nor a place of employment, nor shall such buildings be used 
by the public, be used to store hazardous materials in violation of the Fire Code, nor contain plumbing, 
mechanical, electrical, structural or architectural features that may reclassify the occupancy or the 
character of the occupancy of said building as determined by the Building Official. See Section 10-
1.6 of the Santa Barbara County Code.  

And provided that, whenever there is any change in the use or occupancy of such building so that it 
no longer meets the above-listed specification for exemption of agricultural buildings, the building 
must comply with the requirements of this code prior to making such change of use or occupancy.  
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PART 2-ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

SECTION 103 CODE COMPLIANCE AGENCY is adopted in its entirety with the following amendment: 

103.1 Creation of Agency is amended to read as follows: 

The Santa Barbara County Fire Department is hereby created and the official in charge thereof shall 

be known as the fire code official. The function of the agency shall be the implementation, 

administration and enforcement of the provisions of this code. 

SECTION 104 DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE FIRE CODE OFFICIAL is adopted in its entirety with 

the following amendment: 

104.7 Official Records is amended to read as follows: 
 

The fire code official shall retain official records for not less than five years unless otherwise provided 
by other regulations.  
 

SECTION 105 PERMITS is amended by adopting and amending the following:  

105.3.1 Expiration is adopted and amended to read as follows: 
 
An operational permit shall remain in effect until reissued, renewed or revoked, or for such a period of 
time as specified in the permit. Permits are not transferable and any change in occupancy, operation, 
tenancy or ownership shall require that a new permit be issued. 
 
105.5.3 Amusement areas is amended by adding the following: 

1. 50 – 100 occupants 

2. 101 – 300 occupants 

3. Over 300 occupants 

105.5.5 Carnivals and fairs is amended by adding the following: 

1. 50 – 100 occupants 

2. 101 – 300 occupants 

3. Over 300 occupants 

105.5.13 Dry cleaning is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.18 Flammable and combustible liquids is amended by adding the following:  
 

12. A permit is required to maintain non-operational Petroleum Facilities. 
 

105.5.19 Floor finishing is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.20 Fruit and crop ripening is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.22 Hazardous materials Is adopted in its entirety  

105.5.26 Indoor plant cultivation is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.30 LP-gas is adopted in its entirety  
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105.5.32 Magnesium is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.33 Miscellaneous combustible storage is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.35 Motor fuel-dispensing facilities is adopted in its entirety:  
 

105.5.36 Open burning is adopted and amended as follows:  

1. Tier I Agricultural 

2. Tier II Agricultural 

3. Backyard 

4. Fire Hazard Reduction 

5. LE 5 (General Burn) 

6. LE 7 (Broadcast Burn) 

105.5.37 Open flames and torches is adopted in its entirety and amended to read as follows: 

An operational permit is required to remove paint with a torch; or to use a torch or open-flame device 
in the State Responsibility Area, Very High Fire Hazard Local Responsibility Area or a wildfire risk 
area. 
 
105.5.38 Open flames and candles is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.39 Organic coatings is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.40 Outdoor assembly event is amended to read as follows: 

An operational permit is required to conduct any outdoor assembly event with a planned attendance 

exceeding 300 people, or when other activities regulated by the Fire Code are involved. 

105.5.41 Places of assembly is adopted and amended as follows: 

1. 50 – 100 occupants 

2. 101 – 300 occupants 

3. Over 300 occupants 

105.5.45 Pyroxylin plastics is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.46 Refrigeration equipment is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.47 Repair garages and motor fuel-dispensing facilities is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.49 Spraying or dipping is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.50 Storage of scrap tires and tire byproducts is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.51 Temporary membrane structures, special event structures and tents is adopted and 

amended to read as follows: 

1. Between 401 - 1600 square feet 
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2. Between 1601 – 3200 square feet 

3. Over 3200 square feet 

105.5.52 Tire-rebuilding plants is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.54 Wood products is adopted in its entirety 

105.5.56 Temporary heating or cooking in wildfire risk areas is adopted in its entirety 

105.6 Required construction permits is amended by adopting the following: 

105.6.2 Automatic sprinkler systems is adopted in its entirely.  

SECTION 106 CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS is adopted in its entirety. 

SECTION 107 TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, USES, EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS is adopted in its 
entirety 

SECTION 108 FEES is adopted in its entirety and amended to read as follows:   

108.2 Schedule of permit fees is amended to read as follows: 
 

Where a permit is required, a fee for each permit shall be paid as required, in accordance with the 
schedule as established by the applicable governing authority (see Santa Barbara County Code, 
Chapter 15, Article V Fees). 
 

SECTION 109 INSPECTIONS is adopted in its entirety. 

SECTION 110 MAINTENANCE is adopted in its entirety. 

SECTION 111 SERVICE UTILITIES is adopted in its entirety. 

SECTION 113 VIOLATIONS is adopted in its entirety and amended as follows: 

113.4 Violation Penalties is amended to read as follows: 
 

Violation penalties are covered under Santa Barbara County Code, Chapter 15, Article VI, Violations-
Legal Actions and Chapter 24A-Administrative Fines.  

 
SECTION 114 STOP WORK ORDER is adopted in its entirety and amended as follows: 

 
114.4 Failure to Comply is amended to read as follows: 

 
Any person who shall continue any work after having been served with a stop work order, except such 
work as that person is directed by the fire chief or designee to perform to remove a violation or unsafe 
condition, is guilty of an infraction as described in Santa Barbara County Code, Chapter 15, Article VI, 
Violations-Legal Actions.  
 

SECTION 115 UNSAFE STRUCTURES OR EQUIPMENT is adopted in its entirety 

 

(b)  CHAPTER 2 — DEFINITIONS  

SECTION 202 GENERAL DEFINITIONS is amended by adding the following definitions:  

 ENCLOSED. Areas of a building provided with at least three or more surrounding walls that are less 
than sixty-five (65) percent open on each wall.    
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ENCLOSED BUILDING AREA. The area included within surrounding exterior walls (or exterior walls 

and fire walls) exclusive of vent shafts and courts. Areas of the building provided that can be 

considered enclosed shall be included in the building area if such areas are included within the 

horizontal projection of the roof or floor above. 

FIRE AND LIFE HAZARD. "Fire and life hazard" means any condition, arrangement, or act which 

will increase,  or may cause an increase of, the hazard or menace of fire or a hazardous material 
release (spill, leak, etc.) to a greater degree than customarily recognized as normal by persons 
in the public service of preventing, suppressing or extinguishing fire and responding  to hazardous 

material releases; or which may obstruct, delay, or hinder egress from a facility or building, or 
may become the cause of obstruction, delay or hindrance to the prevention, suppression,  or 

extinguishment  of a fire or hazardous material release.  When a Fire and Life Hazard has been 
determined to exist by the fire chief it shall be considered a public nuisance. 

FIRE PROTECTION CERTIFICATE (FPC). Is the application for review of construction permits and /or 
documents by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department when required by Chapter 15 of the Santa 
Barbara County Code. 

PETROLEUM FACILITIES. Shall, for the purpose of this code, be designated by the fire chief and 
include, but not be limited to, tanks, compressors, pumps, vessels, and other large equipment or 
structures pertinent to oil field operations sited at a single location.  

 

(c)  CHAPTER 3 — GENERAL REQUIREMENTS   

SECTION 304 — COMBUSTIBLE WASTE MATERIAL 

304.1.2 Waste material is amended to read as follows:  
 

When determined to be a fire hazard, accumulations of wastepaper, wood, hay, straw, weeds, litter, or 
combustible or flammable waste or rubbish of any type shall not be permitted to remain on a roof or in 
any court, yard, vacant lot, alley, parking lot, open space, or beneath a grandstand, bleacher, pier, 
wharf, manufactured home, recreational vehicle or other similar structure.  

 
304.1.3 Vegetation is amended to read as follows: 

 
When determined to be a fire hazard, weeds, grass, vines or other growth that is capable of being 
ignited and endangering property, shall be cut down and removed by the owner or occupant of the 
premises. Vegetation clearance requirements in urban-wildland interface areas shall be in accordance 
with Chapter 49. 

 
SECTION 305 — IGNITION SOURCES is adopted in its entirety.  

SECTION 306 — MOTION PICTURE PROJECTION ROOMS AND FILM is adopted in its entirety.  

SECTION 307 — OPEN BURNING, RECREATIONAL FIRES AND PORTABLE OUTDOOR 
FIREPLACES is adopted in its entirety.  

SECTION 308 — OPEN FLAMES is adopted in its entirety. 

SECTION 309 — POWERED INDUSTRIAL TRUCKS AND EQUIPMENT is adopted in its entirety. 

SECTION 310 — SMOKING is adopted in its entirety. 

SECTION 311 — VACANT PREMISES is adopted in its entirety.  
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(d)  CHAPTER 4 — EMERGENCY PLANNING AND PREPAREDNESS 

SECTION 404 FIRE SAFETY, EVACUATION AND LOCKDOWN PLAN is adopted in its entirety and 
amended to read as follows: 

404.1 General is amended to read as follows: 

Where required by Section 403 or other sections of this code, or the fire code official, fire safety, 
evacuation and lockdown plans shall comply with Sections 404.2 through 404.4.1. 

404.2.2 Fire safety plans is amended to read as follows: 

Fire safety plans shall include the following:  

1. The procedure for reporting a fire or other emergency.  

2. The life safety strategy including the following:  

2.1. Procedures for notifying occupants, including areas with a private mode alarm system.  

2.2. Procedures for occupants under a defend-in-place response.  

2.3. Procedures for evacuating occupants, including those who need evacuation assistance.  

3. Site plans indicating the following:  

3.1. The occupancy assembly point.  

3.2. The locations of fire hydrants.  

3.3. The normal routes of fire department vehicle access.  

4. Floor plans identifying the locations of the following:  

4.1. Exits.  

4.2. Primary evacuation routes.  

4.3. Secondary evacuation routes.  

4.4. Accessible egress routes.  

4.4.1. Areas of refuge.  

4.4.2. Exterior areas for assisted rescue.  

4.5. Refuge areas associated with smoke barriers and horizontal exits.  

4.6. Manual fire alarm boxes.  

4.7. Portable fire extinguishers.  

4.8. Occupant-use hose stations.  

4.9. Fire alarm annunciators and controls.  
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5. A list of major fire and life safety hazards associated with the normal use and occupancy of the       

premises, including maintenance, housekeeping, recommended initial actions, containment and 

control plans, and long-term mitigation procedures.  

6. Identification and assignment of personnel responsible for maintenance of systems and 

equipment installed to prevent or control fires.  

7. Identification and assignment of personnel responsible for maintenance, housekeeping and 

controlling fuel hazard sources. 

 

(e)  CHAPTER 5 - FIRE SERVICE FEATURES  

SECTION 501 GENERAL 

501.1 Scope is amended to read as follows: 
 

Fire service features for buildings, structures, and premises shall comply with this chapter, California 
Code of Regulations Title 14, and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department Development Standards.  

 
SECTION 503 FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS is adopted in its entirety with the following 
amendments: 

503.1 Where required is amended to read as follows: 

Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and maintained in accordance with Sections 503.1.1 
through 503.1.3, California Code of Regulations Title 14, and the Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department Development Standards. 

503.2 Specifications is amended to read as follows: 
 

Fire apparatus access roads shall be installed and arranged in accordance with Section 503.2.1 
through 503.2., California Code of Regulations Title 14, and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department 
Development Standards.  
 
503.2.1 Dimensions is amended to read as follows: 
 
Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width in accordance with California Code of 
Regulations Title 14 and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department Development Standards and an 
unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm).  

 
503.2.5 Dead ends is amended to read as follows: 
 
Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet (45 720 mm) in length or when deemed 
needed, by the fire code official, for fire apparatus safety shall be provided with an approved area for 
turning around fire apparatus. 
 
503.6 Security gates is amended to read as follows: 
 
The installation of security gates across a fire access road shall be approved by the fire code 
official. Where security gates are installed, they shall have an approved means of emergency 
operation. The security gates and the emergency operation shall be maintained operational at all 
times. Electric gate openers, where provided, shall be listed in accordance with UL 325. Gates 
intended for automatic operation shall be designed, constructed and installed to comply with the 
requirements of ASTM F2200. The installation of security gates across a fire apparatus access 
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road or driveway shall be in accordance with California Code of Regulations Title 14 and the Santa 
Barbara County Fire Department Development Standards.  
 

SECTION 504 ACCESS TO BUILDING OPENINGS AND ROOFS 

504.3 Stairway Access to Roof is amended to read as follows: 

New buildings four or more stories above grade plane, or when provisions of section D105 are required, 
except those with a roof slope greater than four units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent slope), 
shall be provided with a stairway to the roof. Stairway access to the roof shall be in accordance with 
Section 1011.12. Such stairway shall be marked at street and floor levels with a sign indicating that the 
stairway continues to the roof. Where the roof is a vegetative roof, includes a landscaped room area, 
or is used for other purposes, stairways shall be provided as required for such occupancy classification. 

 

SECTION 505 PREMISES IDENTIFICATION 

505.1 Address identification is amended to read as follows: 
 
New and existing buildings shall be provided with approved address identification. The address 
identification shall be legible and placed in a position that is visible from the street or road fronting the 
property. Address identification characters shall contrast with their background. Address numbers shall 
be Arabic numbers or alphabetical letters. Numbers shall not be spelled out. Each character shall be 

not less than 4 inches (102 mm) high with a minimum stroke width of 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) unless the fire 
code official determines the need for taller and/or wider characters for identification and public safety. 
Addresses for residential buildings shall be reflectorized. Where required by the fire code official, 
address identification shall be provided in additional approved locations to facilitate emergency 
response. Where access is by means of a private road and the building cannot be viewed from the 
public way, a monument, pole or other sign or means shall be used to identify the structure. Address 
identification shall be maintained. 
 
505.1.1 Mixed-use Building is added to read as follows: 

 
A notification system shall be installed in a manner and location approved by the fire chief, which 
indicates the presence of residential dwelling units. 
 
505.1.2 Addresses for Buildings is added to read as follows: 
 
All buildings shall be issued an address by the local jurisdiction which conforms to the local jurisdiction’s 
addressing system. Utility and miscellaneous Group U buildings are not required to have a separate 
address; however, each residential unit within a building shall be separately identified. 

 
505.1.3 Address Modifications is added to read as follows: 
 
When deemed necessary by the fire chief, to provide for fire and life safety, an address assignment 
shall be modified. 
 
505.2 Street or road signs is amended to read as follows: 
 
Streets and roads shall be identified with approved signs. Temporary signs shall be installed at each 
street intersection when construction of new roadways allows passage by vehicles. Signs shall be of 
an approved size, weather resistant, reflectorized and be maintained until replaced by permanent 
signs. 
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505.3 Road Naming is added to read as follows: 
 

All public and private access roads shall be named in accordance with the Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department Development Standards and the County Land Use and Development Code. 
 
 

 
 (f)  CHAPTER 9 FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS  

SECTION 901 GENERAL 

901.4 Fire protection and life safety systems is amended to read as follows: 

Fire protection and life safety systems shall be installed, repaired, operated and maintained in 
accordance with this code, the California Building Code, and the Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department Development Standards. 

901.4.1 Required fire protection and life safety systems is amended to read as follows: 
 

Fire protection and life safety systems required by this code, the California Building Code or the Santa 
Barbara County Fire Department Development Standards shall be installed, repaired, operated, tested, 
and maintained in accordance with this code and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department 
Development Standards. A fire protection or life safety system for which a design option, exception or 
reduction to the provisions of this code, the California Building Code or the Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department Development Standards has been granted shall be considered to be a required system.  

 

901.4.2 Nonrequired fire protection and life safety systems is amended to read as follows: 

Fire protection and life safety systems or portion thereof not required by this code, or the California 
Building Code, shall be allowed to be furnished for partial or complete protection provided that such 
installed systems meet the applicable requirements of this code, the California Building Code, and the 
Santa Barbara County Development Standards.  

 
901.6 Inspection, testing and maintenance is amended to read as follows: 

 

Fire protection and life safety systems shall be maintained in an operative condition at all times, and 
shall be replaced or repaired where defective. Nonrequired fire protection and life safety systems and 
equipment shall be inspected, tested and maintained or removed in accordance with Section 901.8. 
Nonrequired fire protection systems shall only be removed after obtaining written permission from the 
fire code official. 

 

SECTION 902 DEFINITIONS 

902.1 Definitions is amended by adding the following: 

ENCLOSED BUILDING AREA 

 

SECTION 903 AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 

903.1 General is amended to read as follows: 
 

Automatic sprinkler systems shall comply with this section and the Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department Development Standards.  
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903.2 Where required is amended to read as follows: 
 

Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and structures shall be provided in the locations 
described in Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.12, Sections 903.2.14 through 903.2.21 and Section 
903.7.  
 
Exception: Spaces or areas in telecommunications buildings used exclusively for 
telecommunications equipment, associated electrical power distribution equipment, batteries not 
required to have an automatic sprinkler system by Section 1207 for energy storage systems and 
standby engines, provided that those spaces or areas are equipped throughout with an automatic 
smoke detection system in accordance with Section 907.2 and are separated from the remainder of 
the building by not less than 1-hour fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the 
California Building Code or not less than 2-hour horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with 
Section 711 of the California Building Code, or both.  
 

903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler system is amended to read as follows: 

Automatic sprinkler systems in Group R occupancies shall be permitted to be installed throughout in 
accordance with NFPA 13R as amended in Chapter 80 where the Group R occupancy meets all of the 
following conditions: 

1. Four stories or less above grade plane. 

2. For other than Group R-2 occupancies, the floor level of the highest story is 30 feet (9144 mm) 
or less above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 

For Group R-2 occupancies, the roof assembly is less than 45 feet (13 716 mm) above the lowest 

level of fire department vehicle access. The height of the roof assembly shall be determined by 

measuring the distance from the lowest required fire vehicle access road surface adjacent to the 

building to the eave of the highest pitched roof, the intersection of the highest roof to the exterior 

wall, or the top of the highest parapet, whichever yields the greatest distance. 

3. The floor level of the lowest story is 30 feet (9144 mm) or less below the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access. 

The number of stories of Group R occupancies constructed in accordance with section 510.2 and 510.4 
of the California Building Code shall be measured from grade plane. 

Exception: Any building or structure that meets the requirements of section D105 will be required 
to follow Section 903.3.1.1. 

 
903.4.3.1 Alarms in one- and two-family dwellings is added to read as follows: 
 
For one-and two-family dwellings, an approved audible sprinkler waterflow alarm device, located 
on the exterior of the building in an approved location, shall be connected to each automatic sprinkler 
system. Such sprinkler waterflow alarm devices shall be activated by water flow equivalent to the flow 
of a single sprinkler of the smallest orifice size installed in the system. 
 
 
903.7 Santa Barbara County automatic sprinkler systems is added to read as follows: 

 
The provisions of this section shall be applicable to all areas within the Santa Barbara County Fire 
Protection District and all other unincorporated areas of the County, except the areas within the 
Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Protection District, Montecito Fire Protection District, Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, and Bureau of Indian Affairs Lands, unless otherwise specified by this Chapter. If any part 
of this article is in conflict with any other part, the more restrictive provisions shall be controlling.  
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903.7.1 Locations required is added to read as follows: 
 

Concurrent with provisions in the California Fire Code, California Building Code, California Residential 
Code, and in the Santa Barbara County Code, automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be installed and 
maintained in the locations specified as follows:  

 
1. All new one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses (R-3 Occupancies). (2025 California 

Residential Code, Chapter 3, Section R-313 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems / 2025 California 
Building Code Chapter 9, Section 903.2.8 Group R)  

2.   New non-residential buildings and structures with a final enclosed building area of 3,600 square 
feet or more.  

 New non-residential buildings or new structures (including prefabricated or relocated structures) 
for which application for building permits are officially filed or required to be filed with the Santa 
Barbara County Planning and Development Department, Building and Safety Division, which 
have an enclosed building area of 3,600 square feet or more; and  

3. New buildings and structures located outside the Urban Limit Boundary.  

   New buildings or new structures (including prefabricated or relocated structures) for which 
application for building permits are officially filed or required to be filed with the Santa Barbara 
County Planning and Development Department, Building and Safety Division, that are 
constructed (regardless of square footage) outside of the "Urban Limit Boundary" (as defined in 
the land use element, definition section of the Santa Barbara County General Plan).  

4.  Modification to existing buildings and structures, other than Group R.  

Existing buildings or structures with an enclosed building area of 3,600 square feet or more for 
which applications for modification, alterations or additions are officially filed or required to be 
filed with the Santa Barbara County Planning and Development Department, Building and Safety 
Division, or any local jurisdiction within the County serviced by the Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department, where: 

(a) Aggregate alterations or modifications involving the demolition, reconstruction and/or 
replacement of 70% or more of the existing exterior walls of the building or structure; or 

(b) Aggregate alterations or modifications change or rearrange the original planned 
configuration of walls or full height partitions and involves 70% or more of the existing 
enclosed building area of the building or structure; or 

(c) Subsequent to any addition of square footage, the total enclosed building area of the 

building or structure is 3,600 square feet or more. 

  5.   Modification to existing Group R buildings or structures.   

Existing Group R buildings or structures for which applications for modification, alterations, or 
additions are officially filed or required to be filed with the Santa Barbara County or any City within 
the County serviced by Santa Barbara County Fire Department, where: 

(a) Aggregate alterations or modifications involving the demolition, reconstruction and/or 
replacement of 70% or more of the existing exterior walls of the building or structure; or 

(b) Aggregate alterations or modifications change or rearrange the original planned 
configuration of walls or full height partitions and involves 70% or more of the existing 
enclosed building area of the building or structure; or 
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(c)  Subsequent to any addition of square footage, the total enclosed building area of the building 
or structure is 3,600 square feet or more.  

6.  Modification to existing buildings and structures located outside the Urban Limit Boundary.  

Existing buildings or structures for which applications for modification, alterations, or additions 
are officially filed or required to be filed with the Santa Barbara County Planning and Development 
Department, Building and Safety Division, or any local jurisdiction within the County serviced by 
the Santa Barbara County Fire Department, that are located outside of the "Urban Limit 
Boundary" (as defined in the land use element, definition section of the Santa Barbara County 
General Plan), where: 

(a) Aggregate alterations or modifications involving the demolition, reconstruction and/or 
replacement of 70% or more of the existing exterior walls of the building or structure; or 

(b) Aggregate alterations or modifications change or rearrange the original planned 
configuration of walls or full height partitions and involves 70% or more of the existing 
enclosed building area of the building or structure; or 

(c) The addition of square footage is five hundred square feet or more to the enclosed building 
area for non-residential or one thousand square feet or more to the enclosed building area 
for residential; or 

(d) Subsequent to any addition of square footage, the total enclosed building area of the 
building or structure is 3,600 square feet or more. 

7.    Any change of occupancy where the new occupancy would be required to have fire sprinklers. 

8.   When fire sprinklers are installed in buildings or structures, they shall be installed throughout the 
entire building or structure. 

 NOTE: Any additional square footage added after January 1st, 2017 shall be accumulative towards 
the total enclosed building area listed in Section 903.7.1 #6 above.  

Exceptions:  

1. Section 903.7.1 shall not apply to any agricultural buildings, including greenhouses, as defined 
in the California Building Code, which would otherwise be included within the requirements of 
this section, provided that:  

Whenever there is any change in the use or occupancy of such building so that it no longer meets 
the above-listed definition of agricultural building, the building must have a sprinkler system 
installed prior to making such change of use or occupancy in all areas of the building which would 
have been required to have sprinklers but for the existence of the exception set out in this 
subsection;  

2.  Other detached Group U buildings, as defined by the California Building Code, may be exempted 
from Section 903.7.1 on a case-by-case basis in writing by the fire chief and the Building Official 
(subject to the same occupancy change conditions as noted in "Exception 1" above).  

3. Buildings classified as Group S-2, as defined by the California Building Code, may be exempted 
from Section 903.7.1 on a case-by-case basis in writing by the fire chief (subject to the same 
occupancy change conditions as noted in "Exception 1" above).  
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SECTION 905 STANDPIPE SYSTEMS 

905.3 Required installations is amended to read as follows: 
 

Standpipe systems shall be installed where required by Sections 905.3.1 through 905.3.10 or when 
required by the fire code official. Standpipe systems are allowed to be combined with automatic 
sprinkler system installation. 

 
Exception:  
 

1. Standpipe systems are not required in Group R-2 townhouses. 
2. Standpipe systems are not required in Group R-3 occupancies. 

 
 

SECTION 907 FIRE ALARM AND DETECTION SYSTEMS is amended by adding the following: 

907.2.30 Mixed-use buildings is added to read as follows: 

Where residential occupancies are combined with commercial occupancies, a monitored fire alarm 
system shall be installed which notifies all occupants in the event of a fire. The system shall include 
automatic smoke detection throughout the commercial and common areas. 

 

(g)  CHAPTER 11 – CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS FOR EXISTING BUILDINGS  

SECTION 1104 MEANS OF EGRESS FOR EXISTING BUILDINGS 

1104.3 Exit sign illumination is adopted in its entirety.  

1104.4 Power source is adopted in its entirety. 

1104.5 Illumination emergency power is adopted in its entirety. 

1104.5.1 Emergency power duration and installation is adopted in its entirety. 

 

(h)  CHAPTER 12 – ENERGY SYSTEMS  

SECTION 1205 SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC POWER SYSTEMS  

1205.5 Ground-mounted photovoltaic panel systems is amended to read as follows: 
 

Ground-mounted photovoltaic panel systems shall be installed in accordance with this section and the 
Santa Barbara County Fire Department Development Standards. Setback requirements shall not apply 
to ground-mounted, free-standing photovoltaic arrays.  

 

 
 (i)   CHAPTER 33 – FIRE SAFETY DURING CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION 

3307.2 Water supply for fire protection is amended to read as follows:  

An approved water supply for fire protection, either temporary or permanent, shall be made available 

as soon as combustible building materials arrive on the site, on commencement of vertical combustible 

construction and on installation of a standpipe system in buildings under construction, in accordance 
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with Sections 3307.2.1 through 3307.4. A temporary water supply system shall only be allowed upon 

written approval of the fire code official.  

Exception: The fire code official is authorized to reduce the fire-flow requirements for isolated buildings 

or a group of buildings in rural areas or small communities where the development of full fire-flow 

requirements is impractical. 

 
(j)  APPENDIX A — BOARD OF APPEALS is adopted and amended by deleting the existing language 

and inserting the following: 

SECTION A101 GENERAL 

A101.1 Scope. To determine the suitability of alternate materials and types of construction and to 
provide reasonable interpretations of the provisions of this code, there shall be and hereby is created 
a board of appeals.  

 
A101.2 Membership and Appointment. The board of appeals shall consist of five members who are 
qualified by experience and training to pass judgment upon pertinent matters. The members shall be 
appointed by the Board of Supervisors and shall hold office at their pleasure. Each member of the 
executive body has the right to appoint a member that resides in or out of their supervisor district.  

 
A101.3 Quorum. Three members shall constitute a quorum for a hearing.  

A101.4 Clerk of the Board. The County Executive Office shall serve as the clerk of the board of 
appeals.  

 
A101.5 Rules and Regulations. The Board of Supervisors shall adopt reasonable rules and 
regulations for conducting board of appeals hearings and investigations. The board of appeals may 
adopt guidelines for the conduct of their hearings and investigations, as they deem appropriate.  

 
A101.6 Decisions. The board of appeals shall render decisions and findings in writing to the fire chief, 
with a duplicate copy to the appellant. The decisions of the board of appeals may be appealed de novo 
to the board of supervisors, at the option of the appellant or fire chief, provided that, a request is made 
in writing to the clerk of the board of supervisors within 20 days after the decision of the board of appeals 
was served on the parties. If the decision of the board of appeals is not appealed to the board of 
supervisors, it shall be final and only subject to review by writ of mandate to the superior court. If the 
decision of the board of appeals is appealed to the board of supervisors, the decision of the board of 
supervisors shall be final and only subject to review by writ of mandate to the superior court.  

NOTE: If a majority of the board of supervisors determines that its prior involvement with an appellant, 
prevents it from serving as a reasonably, impartial, non-involved decision maker, it shall decline to 
hear the appeal. If the board of supervisors declines to hear an appeal, the decision of the board of 
appeals shall be deemed final and only subject to review by writ of mandate to the superior court.  

A101.7 Terms of office. The term of office of a member of the board of appeals shall coincide with the 
term of office of the County Supervisor that appointed the member.  

A101.8 Stay of enforcement. The filing of an appeal application shall not stay an enforcement order. 
However, the fire chief may modify, in his or her sole discretion, an enforcement order during the 
pendency of an appeal.  

A101.9 Subpoena powers. The subpoena powers of the Board of Supervisors set forth in Article 9, 
Section 25170 et seq. of the Government Code are delegated to the board of appeals and shall apply 
to all hearings and investigations under the board of appeals' jurisdiction.  

218

https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/IFCComm2024P1_Pt04_Ch33_Sec3307.2.1/4360
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/IFCComm2024P1_Pt04_Ch33_Sec3307.4/4360


A101.10 Fees. A fee of two hundred dollars shall be paid by the appellant to the clerk of the board of 
appeals at the time of application for a hearing before the board of appeals. If the decision of the board 
of appeals is appealed to the board of supervisors, an additional fee of four hundred and forty-three 
dollars shall be paid by the appealing party, to the clerk of the board of supervisors, at the time of 
application for a hearing before the board of supervisors.  

A101.11 Jurisdiction. This appeal process shall apply to disputes within the unincorporated area of 
the fire district, within incorporated areas of the fire district and within incorporated areas outside of the 
fire district where the fire department provides service by contract. However, a city council of an 
impacted city, may adopt an alternative procedure for reviewing decisions of the board of appeals.  

 

(k)  APPENDIX B – FIRE FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS is amended to read as follows:  

SECTION B106 REFERENCED STANDARDS 

TABLE B106.1 – REFERENCED STANDARDS 

  STANDARD ACRONYM is amended to reference NFPA 1142-17 

 

(l)   APPENDIX C - FIRE HYDRANT LOCATIONS AND DISTRIBUTION 

C101.1 Scope is amended to read as follows: 

In addition to the requirements of Section 507.5.1, fire hydrants shall be provided in accordance with 
this appendix and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department Development Standards for the 
protection of buildings, or portions of buildings, hereafter constructed or moved into the jurisdiction.  

 Exception: SFM Group B, S-2 and U occupancies having an enclosed floor area not exceeding 
1,000 square feet, primarily constructed of noncombustible exterior walls with wood or steel roof 
framing, having a Class A roof assembly, with uses limited to the following or similar uses: 

1. California State Parks buildings of an accessory nature (restrooms). 

2. Safety roadside rest area, (SRRA), public restrooms. 

3. Truck inspection facilities, TIF, California Highway Patrol (CHP) office space and vehicle 
inspection bays. 

4. Sand/salt storage buildings, storage of sand and salt. 

 

(m)  APPENDIX D - FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS is adopted in its entirety is amended to read as 
follows: 

SECTION D101 GENERAL 

D101.1 Scope is amended to read as follows: 

Fire department access roads shall be in accordance with this appendix and all other applicable 

requirements of the 2025 California Fire Code and Santa Barbara County Fire Department 

Development Standards. 
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SECTION D106 MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

D106.1 Projects having more than 100 dwelling units is amended to read as follows:  

Multiple-family residential projects having more than 100 dwelling units shall be equipped throughout 

with two separate and approved fire apparatus access roads.  

Exception: Projects having up to 200 dwelling units not located in a Very High or High Fire Hazard 

Severity Zone in the SRA or LRA may have a single approved fire apparatus access road when all 

buildings, including nonresidential occupancies, are equipped throughout with approved automatic 

sprinkler systems installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2. 

SECTION D107 ONE- OR TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

D107.1 One- or two-family dwelling residential developments is amended to read as follows:  

Developments of one- or two-family dwellings where the number of dwelling units exceeds 30 shall be 

provided with two separate and approved fire apparatus access roads.  

Exceptions:  

1. Where there are more than 30 dwelling units accessed from a single public or private fire 

apparatus access road and all dwelling units are equipped throughout with an approved 

automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3, access 

from two directions shall not be required when the development is not located in a Very High or 

High Fire Hazard Severity Zone in the SRA or LRA. 

 

2. The number of dwelling units accessed from a single fire apparatus access road shall not be 

increased unless fire apparatus access roads will connect with future development, as 

determined by the fire code official. 

 

(n)  APPENDIX P – TEMPORARY HAUNTED HOUSES, GHOST WALKS AND SIMILAR AMUSEMENT 

USES is adopted in its entirety. 

 

(o) APPENDIX Q – COMMUNITY WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE (WUI) FIRE HAZARD 

      EVALUATION FRAMEWORK is adopted in its entirety.  

 

(Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016) 

Sec. 15-4. - Findings with regard to geological, topographical and climatic conditions.  

The Board hereby finds that all amendments, including additions and deletions, to the CFC are based 
upon the following geological, topographical and climatic conditions in the area protected by the Santa 
Barbara County Fire Department. Those conditions include:  

(a)      That Santa Barbara County is prone to extreme weather conditions, from hot, dry winds from the 
north and the east (Sundowner and Santa Ana winds), to strong westerly (coastal) winds, which greatly 
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enhance the ability for fire to spread as reflected in devasting recent fires. In addition, the topographical 
layout and features of the county make the area subject to isolation should a flood or earthquake occur, 
which would prevent or severely limit and delay the north and south entities from giving or receiving 
mutual aid and emergency assistance;  

(b)      The present firefighting resources of this county are constrained in their efforts to control fires in large 
unsprinklered buildings within the urban limit boundary and all buildings outside of the urban limit 
boundary as designated in the county comprehensive plan;  

(c)      Geologic and topographic conditions in the county result in extended response times for firefighting 
resources, which may contribute to greater life and property loss in large unsprinklered buildings within 
the urban limit boundary and in all structures outside of the urban limit boundary; and  

(d)     Climatic conditions and flammable vegetation contribute to the extreme high fire hazard severity in 
the county, resulting in numerous wildland fires, which draw existing fire department resources from 
their structure protection areas for extended periods of time. This in turn extends response times, 
which may contribute to greater life and property loss in large unsprinklered buildings within the urban 
limit boundary and in all structures outside of the urban limit boundary.  

(Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016) 

Article II. - Reserved 

Secs. 15-30 through 15-46. - Reserved. 

Article III. - Fire Development Impact Mitigation Fees 

Sec. 15-48. - Findings.  

(a)      To mitigate impacts caused by new development projects within the fire department's service area, 
a fire facility, apparatus and equipment development impact mitigation fee is necessary. The fee is 
needed to finance fire facilities, apparatus and equipment necessary to serve new development and 
to assure new development projects pay their fair share for these facilities.  

(b)     Title 7, Chapter 5, Section 66000 et seq. of the California Government Code provides that 
development impact fees may be enacted and imposed on development projects. The board of 
supervisors finds and determines that:  

(1)     New development projects cause the need for construction, expansion and/or improvement of 
fire facilities within the fire department's service area.  

(2)     Funds for construction, expansion and/or improvement of fire facilities are not available to 
accommodate the needs caused by new development projects, which will result in inadequate 
fire facilities, apparatus and equipment within the fire department's service area.  

(c)     The board of supervisors finds that the public health, safety, and general welfare will be promoted 
by the adoption of a fire facility, apparatus and equipment development impact fee for the construction, 
expansion, and/or purchase of fire facilities, apparatus and equipment to serve new development and 
maintain existing levels of service; the need for which is caused by new development projects. In 
establishing a development impact fee, the board of supervisors finds the fee consistent with the Santa 
Barbara County comprehensive plan/land use element.  

(d)     Pursuant to Government Code Section 65913.2, the board of supervisors has considered the effects 
of the fees with respect to the county's housing need as established in the housing element of the 
general plan.  

(e)     Pursuant to Title 14 California Code of Regulation, Sections 15061(b)(3) the board of supervisors 
finds that this article is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act.  
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(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

 

Sec. 15-49. - Definitions.  

Words when used in this article, and in resolutions adopted under the authority of this article, shall 
have the following meanings:  

(a)     "Santa Barbara County Fire Protection District" ("fire department's service area") means the 
unincorporated area within the County of Santa Barbara and private lands within the Los Padres 
National Forest and the incorporated city of Buellton, Solvang, Goleta, and the University of 
California, Santa Barbara but does not include the federal lands of Vandenberg Air Force Base, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs land, the Los Padres National Forest the Montecito fire protection district 
or the Carpinteria-Summerland fire protection district.  

(b)     "New development" or "development project" means any change to unimproved or improved 
real property, including but not limited to, replacement, expansion, construction, or alteration of 
buildings or structures, which results in a net increase in square footage). Any expansion of 
outdoor areas in conjunction with existing or proposed structural development which would lead 
to an increase in intensity of use on a parcel shall be considered new development for the 
purposes of this article.  

(c)     "Building" means a structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended for 
shelter, housing, or enclosure of any person, animal, or chattel.  

(d)     "Structure" means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the 
ground, or attachment to something having location on the ground, excluding mobilehomes 
located in a mobilehome park.  

(e)     "Single family housing" means any detached living area which comprises an independent self-
contained dwelling unit, including kitchen or cooking facilities, and is occupied or suitable for 
occupation as a residence for eating, living, and sleeping purposes. Commonly referred to as a 
single family dwelling.  

(f)     "Other residential housing" means any detached or attached living area which is comprised of 
multiple (two or more) self-contained dwelling units, including kitchen or cooking facilities, and is 
occupied or suitable for occupation as a residence for eating, living, and sleeping purposes. 
Commonly referred to as duplexes, tri-plexes, apartments, condominiums, or any other dwelling 
not considered a single family dwelling.  

(g)     "Mixed use" means any urban, suburban, village development, or single building that blends a 
combination of residential, retail, commercial, cultural, institutional, or industrial uses. Fee 
calculations for mixed use development will be calculated based on the amount of square footage 
for each separate type of use.  

(h)     "Retail/commercial" is defined as non-manufacturing business establishments, including, but 
not limited to, hotels, restaurants, wholesale businesses, retail stores, and health, social and 
educational institutions.  

(i)     "Office" means establishments providing direct services to customers, professional and medical  
office buildings. Including but not limited to business/service, executive headquarters, processing 
such as information processing and computer-dependent and/or telecommunications-based 
activities, professional and administrative services.  

(j)     "Industrial" means manufacturing buildings, including but not limited to, food processing, 
manufacturing, metal processing, pulp and paper firms, voltage optimization, water and 
wastewater systems, transport processing or other activity involving farm products off-farm. In 
particular, it includes fixed pieces of equipment, buildings or complexes used to produce goods 
in connection with, or as part of, any process or system.  
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(k)     "Warehouse/distribution" means buildings devoted to the storage and/or distribution of non-
agricultural products. A distribution center for a set of products is a warehouse or other specialized 
building, which is stocked with products (goods) to be redistributed to retailers, to wholesalers, or 
directly to consumers.  

(l)        "Agricultural" means a structure designed and constructed to house farm implements, hay, 
grain, poultry, livestock or other horticultural products, including other agricultural structures 
located on agriculturally zoned land other than residential, retail or office space. This structure 
shall not be a place of human habitation.  

(m)   "Greenhouses" are structures that are designed and used primarily for the cultivation, 
maintenance, or protection of plants. Greenhouses are constructed for agricultural production, 
educational purposes and research.  

(n)      “Commercial renewable energy facility” means an energy generation facility using renewable 
fuel sources including, but not limited to solar where the energy is generated is used to meet off-
site energy needs. 

  (o)       "Mobilehome" means a factory assembled structure, transportable in one or more sections, that 
is constructed according to the Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards, Part 280 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 24, with or without a permanent foundation and not including 
recreational vehicles.  

(p)     "Mobilehome park" means any area tract of land where two or more mobilehome spaces are 
rented, leased, or offered for rent or lease to accommodate mobilehomes used for human 
habitation. The rental paid for any such mobilehome shall be deemed to include rental for the lot 
it occupies.  

(q)     "Apparatus" means and includes but is not limited to fire engines, brush engines, utility vehicles, 
staff vehicles, water tenders, bulldozers, rescue vehicles, and paramedic ambulances.  

(r)     "Equipment" means and includes but is not limited to ladders, fittings, hoses, radios, technology 
equipment and software, cellular telephones, tools, safety clothing, breathing apparatus, 
hazardous materials equipment and medical and rescue equipment.  

(s)     "Fee" means a monetary exaction, other than a tax or special assessment that is charged by 
the County of Santa Barbara in connection with approval of a development project for the purpose 
of defraying all, or a portion of, the cost of fire facilities, apparatus and equipment related to the 
development project or subdivision.  

(t)     "Subdivision" means the division of any unit or units of improved or unimproved land, or any 
portion thereof, shown on the latest equalized county assessment roll as a unit or as contiguous 
units, for the purpose of sale or lease or financing, whether immediate or future. Property shall 
be considered as contiguous units, even if separated by roads, streets, utility easement or railroad 
rights-of-way. "Subdivision" includes a condominium project, as defined in subdivision (f) of 
Section 1351 in the California Civil Code, a community apartment project as defined in subdivision 
(d) of Section 1351 of the California Civil Code, or the conversion of five or more existing dwelling 
units to a stock cooperative, as defined in subdivision (m) of Section 1351 of the California Civil 
Code, as the same presently exists or may hereafter be amended.  

(u)     "Fire facilities" means and includes public improvements, and community amenities identified 
in the county's five-year capital improvement plan including but not limited to the building of fire 
stations, permit approvals, land purchase and utility connection fees, etc. and related planning, 
engineering, and construction costs. 

(v)     "Fire impacts" means any development project which generates an increased demand for fire 
protection services.  

(w)     "AB 1600 mitigation fee justification study" means the Fire Impact Fee Nexus Study prepared 
for the Santa Barbara County Fire Department Service area dated September 2014.  
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(x)     "Capital improvement plan" or "CIP" means the plan for fire facility capital improvements as 
identified in the county's five-year CIP or their successor, as adopted or updated annually by the 
board of supervisors. The capital improvement plan indicates the approximate location, size, time 
of availability and estimated cost of capital improvements to be financed with impact mitigation 
fees and appropriate money for capital improvement projects.  

(y)     "Board of supervisors" means the board of supervisors of the county.  

(z)     "County" means the County of Santa Barbara, a political subdivision of the State of California.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-50. - Adoption of fire facility development impact fee.  

(a)     Pursuant to this article, fire development impact mitigation fees shall be adopted from time to time 
by resolution of the board of supervisors after a noticed public hearing. Such fee, when adopted, shall 
be a condition of permit approval for new development projects within the fire department service area.  

(b)     In adopting the resolution, the board of supervisors shall:  

(1)     Identify the purpose of the fee;  

(2)     Identify the use to which the fee is to be put;  

(3)    Determine a reasonable relationship between the fee's use and the type of development         
project on which the fee is imposed;  

(4)      Determine a reasonable relationship between the need for the fire facilities, apparatus and         
equipment and the impacts from the type of development project on which the fee is imposed;  

(5)     Determine a reasonable relationship between the amount of the fee and the cost of the fire 
facilities, apparatus and equipment or portion of the fire facilities, apparatus and equipment; and  

(6)     Establish a schedule of fire development impact mitigation fees.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-51. - Applicability of fees.  

(a)     A fire facility, apparatus and equipment development impact fee shall be charged upon the permit 
approval for any of the following new development within the fire department service area:  

(1)     The construction or installation of new single-family and other residential development (e.g., 
second units, condominiums, mobile homes, apartments, duplexes) residential units.  

(2)      Additions to existing residential units that add a new residential unit as defined by Section 15-
49(b).  

(3)    New structures, such as detached garages, sheds, etc. equal to or exceeding 120 square feet 
which are added to an existing residential structure but which do not add to a dwelling unit. 

(4)      The construction or installation of any new retail/commercial, offic e, industrial, 
warehouse/distribution, or agricultural buildings, including any additions to such existing 
buildings which add more than five hundred square feet of enclosed floor area.  

(5)     The construction or installation of commercial renewable energy facilities. 

(b)     Fire development impact mitigation fees are applicable within each of the cities served by the 
fire department sixty days after adoption of the fees by each respective city.   

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 
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Sec. 15-52. - Exemptions.  

Imposition of fire development impact mitigation fees shall be as specified in Section 15-51, except 
that the following types of development projects shall be exempt from such fees:  

(a)     The replacement of an existing structure which was destroyed by fire or other calamity, 
demolished or removed by the owner, provided that the replacement structure is (1) rebuilt on the 
same parcel, (2) does not exceed the size of the structure being replaced, and (3) the application 
for a building permit to replace such structure is filed within six months after destruction of the 
structure. If the replacement structure is larger than the destroyed structure, the waiver of the fee 
shall apply only to the amount of enclosed floor area in the original structure. Any additional 
enclosed floor area of a replacement structure shall be considered an addition to an existing 
structure and shall be assessed fees as described in the resolution.  

(b)     Any addition to an existing mobilehome as defined in Section 15-49(n) that is placed on an 
existing mobilehome space that was previously assessed a fire facility development impact fee.  

(c)     Any new nonresidential structure of less than one hundred twenty square feet, with a California 
Building Code classification of U-1.  

 (Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-53. - Timing of fee payment.  

(a)     Imposition of Fees.  

(1)     Fees shall be imposed at the time of approval of any discretionary permit for development or if 
the proposed development does not require any discretionary approvals, at the time of any other 
permit required for the development to proceed, including but not limited to building permits. The 
applicant pays according to the schedule of fees in place on the date the fees are paid.  

(2)     The schedule of fees in effect on the date the vesting tentative map or vesting tract map for a 
development project is deemed complete determines the applicable fee imposed on the subject 
map. If there is no vesting map, the applicant pays according to the schedule of fees in place on 
the date the fees are paid.  

(3)     When the applicant applies for a new permit following the expiration of a previously issued 
permit for a development project for which fees were paid, another fee payment is not required 
unless (1) the project has been changed in a way that alters its fire facility development mitigation 
impact, or (2) the schedule of fees has been amended during the interim. In this event, the 
applicant pays the appropriate increase or decrease in the fees.  

(4)     When fees are paid for a development project and the development project is abandoned 
without any further action beyond the obtaining of a permit or an approval, the payor shall be 
entitled to a refund of the fees paid.  

 

(b)     Payment of Fee.  

(1)     Except as set forth in subsection (b)(2) and (3) of this section, fire development impact mitigation 
fees shall be paid on the date the final inspection is approved or the date the certificate of 
occupancy is issued, whichever occurs first.  

(2)     For residential development containing more than one dwelling unit, the developer may request 
that the fees be paid in installments based on the phasing of their development project. The 
decision whether to allow installment payments shall be determined by the county fire chief. Any 
fee installment shall be paid at the time when the first dwelling unit within each phase of 
development has received its final inspection.  
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(3)     The county may require the payment of fees at an earlier time if the fees will be collected for 
public improvements of facilities for which an account has been established and funds appropriated 
and for which the county has adopted a proposed construction schedule or plan prior to final 
inspection, or the fees are to reimburse the local agency for expenditures previously made.  

(4)     If, for any reason, a permit or certificate of occupancy is issued without the payment of the fee 
required by this article or without written evidence establishing that the provisions of this article 
have otherwise been satisfied, the applicant shall remain liable for payment of the fee to county 
fire.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-54. - Fee adjustment.  

(a)     A developer of any project, or a subdivider of any land, subject to the payment of fees pursuant to 
this article may appeal to the board of supervisors for a reduction, adjustment, or waiver of any fire 
development impact mitigation fee(s) based upon the absence of any reasonable relationship or nexus 
between the fire impacts of the project or subdivision and either the amount of the fee(s) charged or 
the type of fire facilities to be financed. The appeal shall be made in writing, shall state the factual 
basis for the claim of reduction, adjustment or waiver, and shall be submitted to the county fire chief 
within fifteen calendar days following imposition of the fire development impact mitigation fee.  

(b)     The fire chief shall review the appeal, develop recommended actions to be taken by the board of 
supervisors, and submit both the appeal and recommended actions to the board of supervisors for 
their consideration at a public hearing to be conducted within sixty days after the filing of the appeal. 
The decision of the board of supervisors shall be final. If a reduction adjustment or waiver is granted, 
any change in use from the project as approved shall invalidate the waiver, adjustment or reduction of 
the fee.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-55. - Fee account.  

(a)     Upon receipt of a fee subject to this article, the county shall deposit, invest, account for and expend 
the fire development impact mitigation fees pursuant to California Government Code 66006.  

(b)     Fire development impact mitigation fees paid shall be held by the county fire department in a 
separate fire development impact mitigation fee account to be expended for the purpose for which 
they were collected. The county fire department shall retain all interest earned on the fees in such 
accounts and shall allocate the interest to the accounts for which the original fee was imposed.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-56. - Use of funds.  

(a)     Funds collected from fire development impact mitigation fees shall be used to acquire, construct, 
and install fire facilities, equipment or apparatus or reimburse costs of previously constructed facilities, 
or previously purchased equipment or apparatus that serve the new development.  

(b)     No funds collected pursuant to this article shall be used for periodic or routine maintenance.  

(c)     Funds may also be used to pay debt service on bonds or similar debt instruments to finance the 
acquisition, construction and installation of fire facilities, equipment or apparatus that serve the new 
development.  

(d)     Any costs incurred by the county in conducting the hearing required pursuant to Government Code 
Section 66018(a) may be recovered as part of the fees which were the subject of the hearing.  
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(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-57. - Developer construction of facilities.  

 In lieu fee credit for the construction or dedication of fire facilities, is allowable under the following conditions:  

(a)     Only the costs of fire facilities listed on, or exempted from, the applicable fire facility capital improvement 
plan shall be eligible for in-lieu credit.  

(b)     With prior approval of the county fire chief or his/her designee, an in-lieu credit of fees may be 
granted for actual construction costs (or a portion thereof) of fire facilities provided by the 
developer.  

(c)     If the actual construction cost is greater than the required relevant fees, the county shall have 
no obligation to pay the excess amount.  

(d)     An amount of in-lieu credit that is greater than the specific fee(s) required under this article may 
be reserved and credited toward the fee of any subsequent phases of the same development or 
subdivision, if such credit is determined to be appropriate and timely, and approved in advance 
by the county fire chief.  

(e)     If an applicant is required, as a condition of approval for a discretionary permit to construct any 
off site fire facilities, and the cost of the facilities is determined to exceed the fee due under article, 
a reimbursement agreement may be offered in writing by the county fire chief. The reimbursement 
agreement shall contain terms and conditions approved by the county fire chief, auditor-controller, 
county counsel and the board of supervisors. This section shall not create any duty to offer a 
reimbursement agreement.  

(f)     A developer or subdivider seeking credit and/or reimbursement for construction or 
improvements of facilities, or dedication of land or rights-of-way, shall submit documentation 
acceptable to the county fire chief to support the request for credit or reimbursement. The county 
fire chief shall determine whether the facilities or improvements are eligible for credit or 
reimbursement, and the amount of such credit or reimbursement due the developer or subdivider 
if so eligible.  

(g)     Any claim for credit must be made at or before the time of application for a building permit. Any 
claim not so made shall be deemed waived.  

(h)     Exemptions, credits, reductions, adjustments, or waiver of fees shall not be transferable from 
one project or subdivision to another without the board of supervisors' approval.  

(i)     Determination made by the county fire chief pursuant to this Section 15-57 may be appealed to 
the board of supervisors by filing a written request with the clerk of the board, together with a fee 
established by the board of supervisors, within ten working days of the determination of the county 
fire chief.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-58. - Condition for refunds.  

 If a permit upon which a fee was based expires without commencement of construction, the taxpayer 
shall be entitled to a refund of the fire development impact fee(s) paid, with any interest accrued thereon, 
as a condition for the issuance of the permit. The fee payer shall submit a written request for a refund to 
the county fire chief within two years after the expiration date of the permit. Failure to timely submit a request 
for a refund may constitute a waiver of any right to a refund.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 
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Sec. 15-59. - Annual report.  

(a)     At least once every year a proposed capital improvement plan detailing the specific fire facilities to 
be funded by fire facility development impact fees shall be reported to the board of supervisors. Notice 
of the plan shall be given pursuant to Government Code Section 65090 and Section 66002, as they 
now exist or may be amended. At a public hearing the board of supervisors shall review estimated 
costs of the fire facilities described in the report, the continued need for these facilities, and the 
reasonable relationship between the need and the impacts of development for which the fees are 
charged. The board of supervisors may revise the capital improvement program to include additional 
projects not previously foreseen as being needed.  

(b)     No later than sixty days following the end of each fiscal year, the county fire chief shall submit a 
report to the auditor-controller identifying the balance of fees in the fire development impact fee 
mitigation program fund established pursuant to this article, and the facilities proposed for construction 
during the next fiscal year. In preparing the report, the county fire chief shall adjust the estimated costs 
of the public improvements in accordance with the appropriate engineering construction cost index as 
published by Engineering News Record, or its successor publication, for the elapsed time period from 
the previous July 1st or the date that the cost estimate was developed.  

(c)     Within one hundred eighty days after the last day of each fiscal year, the auditor-controller shall 
present a report to the Board of Supervisors including:  

(1)     A brief description of the type of fee in the account;  

(2)     The amount of the fee;  

(3)     The beginning and ending balance of the account;  

(4)     The amount of the fees collected and the interest accrued;  

(5)     An identification of each public facility, apparatus, or equipment on which fees were expended 
and the amount of the expenditures;  

(6)     An identification of the approximate date by which construction or purchase of any public facility, 
apparatus, or equipment will commence if it has been determined that sufficient funds have been 
collected to complete financing on incomplete public facilities, apparatus, or equipment;  

(7)     A description of each interfund transfer or loan made; and  

(8)     The amount of refunds made and any allocations.  

(d)     The county fire chief or his/her designee shall report to the board of supervisors, once each fiscal 
year, any portion of fire facility development impact fees remaining unexpended or uncommitted in an 
account five or more years after deposit and identify the purpose for which the fee was collected. In 
accordance with Government Code Section 6061, the board of supervisors shall make findings once 
each fiscal year on any portion of the fee remaining unexpended or uncommitted in its account five or 
more years after deposit of the fee, to:  

(1)     Identify the purpose to which the fee is to be put;  

(2)     Demonstrate a reasonable relationship between the fee and the purpose for which it is charged;  

(3)     Identify all sources and amounts of funding anticipated to complete financing;  

(4)     Designate the approximate dates on which the finding is expected to be deposited into the 
appropriate account or fund.  

(e)     When sufficient finds have been collected to complete financing on identified incomplete public 
facilities, apparatus, or equipment and the public facilities, apparatus, or equipment remain incomplete, 
within one hundred eighty days of the determination that sufficient funds have been collected, an 
approximate date by which the construction or purchase of any public facility, apparatus, or equipment 
will commence shall be identified, or the county shall refund to the then current record owners or 
owners of the lots or units, as identified in the last equalized assessment roll, of the development 
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project or projects on a prorated basis, the unexpended portion of the fee, and any interest accrued 
thereon.  

(f)     If the administrative costs of refunding unexpected and uncommitted revenues collected pursuant 
to this article exceeds the amount to be refunded, the board of supervisors, after a public hearing, for 
which notice has been published pursuant to Government Code Section 6061 and posted in three 
prominent places within the area of the development project, may determine that the revenues shall 
be allocated for some other purpose for which the fees are collected pursuant to Government Code 
Section 66001 et seq. and that serves the project on which the fee was originally imposed.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-60. - Fee revision by resolution.  

The amount of each fee established pursuant to this article may be set and revised periodically by 
resolution of the board of supervisors. This article shall be considered enabling and directive in this regard.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-61. - Superseding provisions.  

This article and any resolution adopted pursuant hereto supersedes any previous county ordinance or 
resolution to the extent the same is in conflict with this article.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-61.1. - Severability.  

If any section, phrase, sentence, or portion of this article is for any reason held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by the final decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a 
separate, distinct and independent provision; and such holding shall not affect the remaining portions of 
this article.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-61.2. - Effective date.  

Pursuant to California Code Section 66017 (a), this ordinance shall be in full force and effect sixty days 
after the date of its adoption by the board of supervisors. Fire development impact mitigation fees applicable 
within each of the cities served by the fire department shall be effective sixty days after adoption by each 
respective city.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 

Sec. 15-61.3. - Publication.  

The clerk of the board is hereby authorized and directed to publish this ordinance by one insertion in 
the Santa Barbara News-Press, the Lompoc Record, the Santa Ynez Valley News, and the Santa Maria 
Times, and all other newspapers of general circulation within Santa Barbara County, within fifteen days of 
its adoption by the board of supervisors.  

(Ord. No. 4902, § I, 10-21-2014) 
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Article IIIA. - Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Protection District Fire Protection Mitigation Fee 

Ordinance 

Sec. 15-62. - Title.  

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Protection District 
Fire Protection Mitigation Fee Ordinance."  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-63. - Definitions.  

"Administrator" as used herein means the county administrator for the County of Santa Barbara or 
his/her duly authorized designee, which designee may in certain instances be an employee of the district.  

"Building" means a structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended for shelter, 
housing or enclosure of any person, animal or chattel.  

"Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Protection District" or "district" means the fire protection district formed 
pursuant to the Fire Protection District Law of 1987 having jurisdiction over that portion of Santa Barbara 
County consisting of approximately thirty-six square miles along the coast of Santa Barbara County that 
extends from the town of Summerland through the south-eastern boundary of the County of Santa Barbara. 
For the purpose of this article, the term Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Protection District shall not include 
that portion of such district which lies within the limits of the city of Carpinteria if the inclusion of such portion 
would be inconsistent with the imposition of fees pursuant to this article by the Santa Barbara County board 
of supervisors.  

"Development" or "development project" means any project undertaken for the purpose of development 
in the district and shall include all projects involving the issuance of a permit for construction or 
reconstruction, remodeling, or any work requiring any permit under the Santa Barbara County Code or 
ordinances of the County of Santa Barbara, as the same presently exist or may be amended from time to 
time hereafter. The term "development" or "development project" shall also include the erection of 
greenhouses, manufactured housing or structures, and structures moved into the district.  

"Fire protection mitigation fee" means a monetary exaction, other than a tax or special assessment, 
which is charged by the County of Santa Barbara to an applicant in connection with approval of a 
development project for the purpose of defraying all or a portion of the cost of public facilities related to the 
development project, but does not include fees specified in § 66477 of the California Government Code, 
fees for processing applications for governmental regulatory actions or approvals, or fees collected under 
development agreements adopted pursuant to Article 2.5 (commencing with § 65864) of Chapter 4, Division 
1, Title 7 of the California Government Code.  

"Fire apparatus" includes, but is not limited to, fire trucks, brush trucks, utility vehicles, water tenders, 
bulldozers, paramedic rescue vehicles and paramedic ambulances.  

"Fire equipment" includes, but is not limited to, ladders fittings, hoses and tools.  

"Public facilities" includes, for purposes of this article, such public improvements, including buildings 
and structures, public services and community amenities, including but not limited to fire apparatus and fire 
equipment, as may be needed by the Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Protection District to meet its statutory 
and other obligations to the public.  

"Structure" means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the ground, 
or attachment to something having location on the ground, excluding mobilehomes located in a mobilehome 
park.  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 
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Sec. 15-64. - Purpose.  

The purpose of this article is to provide for the health and safety of residents of the district and to 
mitigate the impacts caused by new development within the district on the district's ability to provide 
adequate fire protection services. In order to accomplish these purposes, certain fire protection capital 
improvements including buildings, structures and fire equipment and fire apparatus must be constructed or 
acquired by the district. The board of supervisors has determined that a fire protection mitigation fee is 
needed in order to finance these public facilities and to pay for the new development's fair share of the 
construction or acquisition costs of these public facilities. In establishing the fee described in this article, 
the board of supervisors has found the fee to be consistent with Santa Barbara County's general plan and, 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65913.2, has considered the effects of the fee with respect to the 
county's housing need as established in the housing element of the general plan. The board of supervisors 
further finds that the fees established by this article are based upon an analysis of existing land use and 
zoning, they do not exceed the reasonable cost of providing fire protection public facilities occasioned by 
development projects within the district, and they relate rationally to the reasonable cost of providing fire 
protection public facilities occasioned by development projects within the district.  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-65. - Establishment and imposition of development impact fees and pro-viding for their adoption 

by resolution of the board of supervisors.  

(a)      A fire protection mitigation fee is hereby established and imposed on all development within the 
district to pay for public facilities necessary for the district to provide fire protection services. Such 
facilities include, but are not limited to, fire equipment, fire apparatus, buildings, structures, and other 
improvements.  

(b)      The board of supervisors shall, from time to time adopt, after noticed public hearing, a resolution 
setting forth specific fire protection mitigation fees. In adopting the resolution, the board shall: (1) 
identify the purpose of the fee; (2) identify the use to which the fee is to be put, consistent with 
subsection (a)(2) of Section 66001 of the Government Code; (3) determine a reasonable relationship 
between the fee's use and the type of residential development project on which the fee is imposed; (4) 
determine how there is a reasonable relationship between the need for the public facility and the type 
of development project on which the fee is imposed; and (5) establish a schedule of fees.  

(c)       Any person who, after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this article, seeks to develop 
land within the Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Protection District as defined herein by applying for a 
building permit is required to pay a fire protection mitigation fee.  

(d)     The fees required by this article shall be paid prior to the issuance of a building permit for each 
development project. With regard to mobilehome parks, the fees under this article are due at the time 
the mobilehome parks or additions thereto are approved for occupancy.  

(e)      If, for any reason, a building permit is issued without the payment of the fee required by this article 
or written evidence establishing that the provisions of this article have otherwise been satisfied, the 
applicant shall remain liable for payment of the fee to the Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Protection 
District.  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-66. - Segregation and use of funds.  

      Fees collected pursuant to this article shall be segregated into an account solely for Carpinteria-
Summerland Fire Protection District fees. This established account shall be utilized in a manner to avoid 
commingling with the district's other funds. Any interest income earned on a specific account shall be 
deposited back in that account. The funds in such account shall be expended by the district only for the 
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purposes for which the fees were collected, which purposes shall be identified by the board of supervisors 
in the fee structure adopted pursuant to Article 15-65(b).  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-67. - Automatic adjustment of fee structure.  

(a)     The fire protection mitigation fee structure shall be adjusted automatically on the first day of each 
fiscal year, beginning on July 1, 2006, by a percentage equal to the Consumer Price Indexes Pacific 
Cities and U.S. Average for the preceding twelve months. The district shall provide county with the 
data necessary to accomplish such annual adjustments.  

(b)      The fee structure of this article may be more specifically set and revised periodically by adoption of 
a resolution by the board of supervisors, with the ordinance codified in this article being considered as 
enabling and directive in this regard.  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-68. - Zoning utilized to compute fee.  

The approved development and/or the use associated with the development project shall be the basis 
for the computation of the fee required to be paid with respect to any property. Properties may be classified 
into categories of use such as, but not limited to, estate single family residential, detached residential, 
multiple family residential, mobile homes, senior assisted living, commercial lodging, 
retail/service/commercial/office, industrial/manufacturing uses, or institutional uses. Fees shall be 
computed based on such classifications, as determined by the county administrator. All fees due hereunder 
shall be determined and calculated by the administrator.  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1; Ord. No. 4989, § I, 2-14-2017) 

Sec. 15-69. - Payment of fee.  

(a)     The fees established pursuant to this article shall be paid for the property on which a development 
project is proposed at the time of the issuance of any required building permit, except as otherwise 
provided herein. Fees imposed on residential development, however, shall be collected in accordance 
with the provisions of California Government Code Section 66007, as the same presently exists or 
may hereafter be amended from time to time.  

(b)     The term building permit as used in this article includes any permits required for construction, 
reconstruction, remodeling, moving structures into the county, and the like, such as electrical and 
plumbing permits, moving permits, and the like.  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-70. - Adjustment of fees for specific development projects.  

(a)    A developer of any project subject to a fire protection mitigation fee as required in this article may 
apply to the board of supervisors for a reduction or adjustment to that fee, or a waiver of that fee, 
based upon the absence of any reasonable relationship or nexus between the impacts of the 
development on fire protection services and either the amount of the fee charged or the type of the 
facilities to be financed. The application shall be made in writing and filed with the county clerk not 
later than (1) ten days prior to the public hearing on the development permit application for the project, 
or (2) if no development permit is required, at the time of the filing of the request for a building permit. 
The application shall state in detail the factual basis for the claim of waiver, reduction or adjustment.    
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The board of supervisors shall consider the application no later than the later of either of (a) the public 
hearing on the permit application, or (b) a separate hearing held within sixty days after the filing of the 
fee adjustment application. The decision of the board of supervisors shall be final. If a reduction, 
adjustment or waiver is granted, any change in use within the project shall invalidate the waiver, 
adjustment or reduction of the fee. The board of supervisors may, from time to time, set forth by 
resolution specific limitations that will apply to reductions, adjustments or waivers of fees that may be 
made pursuant to this section. In this regard, this article shall be considered enabling and directory.  

(Ord. No. 3878, § 1; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-71. - Refund of fees paid.  

(a)     If construction of a development project has not commenced before the expiration of the building 
permit that would have enabled the applicant to proceed with construction, then a feepayer shall be 
entitled to a refund, without interest, of the fire protection mitigation fee paid as a condition for the 
issuance of such permit. The feepayer must submit an application for such a refund to the 
Administrator within thirty calendar days of the expiration of the permit. Failure to timely submit the 
required application for refund shall constitute a waiver of any right to the refund.  

(b)     In the event any fee collected pursuant to this article remains unexpended in the fund established 
pursuant to this article, the board of supervisors shall make the following 'findings for the fifth fiscal 
year following the first deposit into such account, and every five years thereafter, with respect to that 
portion of the fee remaining unexpended, whether committed or uncommitted: (1) identify the purpose 
to which the fee is to be put; (2) demonstrate a reasonable relationship between the fee and the 
purpose for which it was charged; (3) identify all sources and amounts of funding anticipated to 
complete financing of public facilities; and (4) designate the approximate dates on which such funding 
is expected to be deposited into the fund.  

(c)     The unexpended portion of the fire protection mitigation fee, and any interest accrued thereon, for 
which need cannot be demonstrated pursuant to this section, shall be refunded to the then current 
record owner or owners of lots or units of the development project or projects on a prorated basis.  

(d)     The provisions of California Government Code § 66001(d), (e) and (f), as the same may be amended 
from time to time, shall apply fully to any refund of fees, and the provisions of this section 15-71 shall 
be subordinate to the section and shall be applied in a manner consistent therewith.  

(Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-71.1. - Exemptions.  

Any claim of exemption with respect to any fee collected pursuant to this article must be made no later 
than the time for application for fee adjustment in accordance with Section 15-70. The following shall be 
exempted from payment of the fire protection mitigation fee:  

(a)     Alterations, renovations or expansion of an existing residential building or structure where no 
additional dwelling units are created, the use is not changed, and the alteration, ' renovation, or 
expansion of the existing residential building or' structure does not result in the total square footage of 
the existing residential building or structure exceeding two thousand seven hundred square feet; 
provided, however, that the expansion of or ' change of use of an existing commercial or industrial 
building or structure shall not be exempt from the fees established in this article. For purposes of this 
section, "expansion" shall be defined as any increase in the enclosed floor area of the existing building 
or structure and "change of use" shall be defined as the initiation of a use which requires approval of 
a conditional use permit, development plan, zone change, or local coastal plan amendment.  

(b)     The replacement of a destroyed or partially destroyed or damaged building or structure with a new 
building or structure of the same size and use.  
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(Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-71.2. - Credits for certain development projects.  

(a)     New development that, through demolition or conversion, will eliminate existing development is 
entitled to a fee credit if the existing development is a lawful use under the Santa Barbara County 
Code, including a nonconforming use.  

(b)     New development that will replace development that was partially or totally destroyed by fire, flood, 
earthquake, mudslide, or other casualty or act of God, is entitled to a fee credit if the development that 
was partially or totally destroyed was a lawful use under the Santa Barbara County Code, including a 
nonconforming use, at the time, thereof.  

(c)     Credit for such eliminated development or development that was partially or totally destroyed (as 
above specified) shall be calculated by the administrator in accordance with the fee schedule set forth 
in the resolution to be adopted pursuant to this article.  

(Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-71.3. - Developer construction of fire protection public facilities.  

(a)  "In Lieu" Fee Credits for Construction of Public Facilities.  

(1)     A development that has been required by the county to construct or provide fire protection public 
facilities (or a portion thereof) as a condition of approval of a development permit may request an 
in-lieu credit. Upon request, an in-lieu credit of fees shall be granted for public facilities that 
mitigate all or a portion of the need therefore that is attributable to and reasonably related to the 
given development.  

(2)     Only costs proportional to the amount of the facilities that mitigates the need therefor attributable 
to and reasonably related to the given development shall be eligible for in-lieu credit, and then 
only against the fire protection mitigation fee.  

(3)     Fees required under this article shall be reduced by the actual construction costs of the public 
facilities that relate to said fees, as demonstrated by the applicant and reviewed and approved by 
the administrator, all consistent with the provisions of subsections (1) and (2) of this section 15-
74(a). Subject to the applicable provisions of subsection (b) of this section, if the cost of the 
facilities is greater than required relevant fees, this article does not obligate the county to pay the 
applicant the excess amount.  

(4)     An amount of in-lieu credit that is greater than the specific fee required under this article may 
be reserved and credited toward the fire protection mitigation fee of any subsequent phases of 
the same development, if determined appropriate by the administrator. The administrator may set 
a time limit for reservation of the credit.  

(5)     Credits shall be calculated by the administrator in accordance with the fee schedule adopted 
by the board of supervisors pursuant to this article.  

(b)     Developer Construction of Public Facilities Exceeding Needs Related to Development Project. 
Whenever an applicant is required, as a condition of approval of a development permit, to, construct 
any public facility (or a portion thereof) referenced in the resolution adopted by the board of supervisors 
pursuant to this article, which facility is determined by the board of supervisors to exceed the need 
therefor attributable to and reasonably related to the given development project, a reimbursement 
agreement with the applicant and a credit 'against the specific relevant fee that would otherwise be 
charged pursuant to this article on the development project shall be offered. The credit shall be applied 
with respect to that portion of the public facility that is attributable to and reasonably related to the need 
therefor caused by the development, and shall be determined, administered and processed in 
accordance with and subject to the provisions of this article. The amount to be reimbursed shall be 
that portion of the cost of the public facility that exceeds the need attributable to and reasonably related 
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to the given development. The reimbursement agreement shall contain terms and conditions mutually 
agreeable to the applicant and the County of Santa Barbara, and shall be approved by the board of 
supervisors.  

(c)     Site-Related Improvements. Credit shall not be given for site-related improvements that are 
specifically required by the project in order to serve it and that do not constitute public facilities as 
defined in this article.  

(d)     Determination of Credit. The developer seeking credit and/or reimbursement for construction or 
acquisition of public facilities shall submit such documentation, including without limitation engineering 
drawings, specifications, and construction cost estimates, and utilize such methods as may be 
appropriate and acceptable to the county administrator to support the request for credit or 
reimbursement. The administrator shall determine credit for construction of public facilities based upon 
either the applicant's cost estimates or upon alternative engineering criteria and construction cost 
estimates if it is determined that such estimates submitted by the applicant are either unreliable or 
inaccurate. The administrator shall determine which public facilities, if any, are eligible for credit or 
reimbursement.  

(e)     Time for Making Claim for Credit. Any claim for credit must be made not later than the date when 
the applicant applies for a building permit for the development. Any claim not so made shall be deemed 
waived.  

(f)     Transferability of Credit. Credit shall not be transferable from one project or development to another 
without the approval of the board of supervisors.  

(g)     Appeal of Determinations. Determinations made by the administrator pursuant to the provisions of 
this section may be appealed to the board of supervisors by filing a written request, together with any 
fee established by the board of supervisors, within ten calendar days of the determination of the 
administrator.  

(Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-71.4. - Annual review.  

(a)     Except in the first year following adoption by the board of supervisors of the fee structure in 
accordance with Section 15-65, the district, on an annual basis, no later than sixty days following the 
end of each fiscal year, shall submit a report to the board of supervisors identifying the balance of fees 
in the fund or account reserved for the use of the district; the public facilities constructed or acquired; 
and the public facilities to be constructed or acquired. In preparing the reports, the administrator shall 
adjust the estimated costs of the public facilities in accordance with the Engineering Construction Cost 
Index as published by Engineering News Record for the elapsed time period from the first day of the 
fiscal year or the date that the cost estimate was developed.  

(b)     At a noticed public hearing, the board of supervisors shall review estimated costs of the public 
facilities described in the reports, and the continued need for these facilities. The board of supervisors 
may revise the fire protection mitigation fee to include additional projects not previously identified as 
being needed, provided that such revisions comply with the provisions of this article and California 
Government Code § 66001.  

(c)     The report prepared by the Administrator and its review by the board of supervisors as well as any 
findings thereon, shall be subject to the provisions of California Government Code § 66006, to the 
extent applicable.  

(Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 
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Sec. 15-71.5. - California state law.  

        The provisions of this article and any resolution adopted pursuant hereto shall at all times be subject 
and subordinate to the provisions of Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 66000), Division 1, of Title 7 of 
the California Government Code, as the same presently exist or may hereafter be amended from time to 
time, to the extent the same are applicable. In the event of any applicable conflict between the provisions 
of this article and the state law, the latter shall control.  

(Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Sec. 15-71.6. - Superseding provisions.  

        The provisions of this article and any resolution adopted pursuant hereto shall supersede any previous 
ordinance or resolution to the extent the same is in conflict herewith.  

(Ord. No. 4566, § 1) 

Article IIIB. - Reserved[4] 

Secs. 15-72—15-79.10. - Reserved. 

Article IIIC. - Reserved[5] 

Secs. 15-79.20—15-79.37. - Reserved. 

Article IV. - Reserved[6]

Secs. 15-80 through 15-99. - Reserved.  
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Article V. - Fees 

Sec. 15-100. - Applicability of article.  

        The fees set forth in this article shall be applicable to the corresponding inspection services provided 
by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department.  

(Ord. 3788; Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 12-10-2013; Ord. No. 

4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016) 

Sec. 15-101. - Fee schedule.  

        The fees contained in this section are based on the average amount of staff time required for 
inspection, processing and issuance of each permit type.  

 

(a)  Operational Permits.  

 

PERMIT TYPE  FEE 

105.5.1 Additive Manufacturing  

105.5.2 Aerosol products, aerosol cooking spray products and plastic aerosol 

3 products 
$99.00  

105.5.3 Amusement areas (1-3)  

                                            1. 50-100 occupants $99.00  

                               2. 101-300 occupants 149.00 

                               3. Over 300 occupants 198.00 

105.5.4 Aviation facilities $149.00  

  105.5.5 Carnivals and fairs (1-3)   

1. 100 occupants $99.00 

2.  101-300 occupants $149.00 

3. Over 300 occupants $279.00 

105.5.6 Cellulose nitrate film   $198.00  
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105.5.7 Combustible dust-producing operations $99.00 

105.5.8 Combustible fibers $99.00 

105.5.9 Compressed gases $99.00 

  

105.5.11 Cryogenic fluids  $99.00  

105.5.12 Cutting and welding  $99.00  

105.5.13 Dry cleaning  $99.00  

105.5.14 Energy Storage Systems  

105.5.15 Exhibits and trade shows  $274.00  

105.5.16 Explosives  $206.00  

105.5.17 Fire hydrants and valves   

105.5.18 Flammable or combustible liquids  

1. Pipeline  $137.00  

2. To store Class I liquids >5 in, >10 out  $99.00  

3. To store Class II or III-A liquids >25 in, >60 out  $99.00  

5. Removal of Class I or II liquids from UST  CUPA fees apply *  

6. To install, construct, alter or operate equipment, tanks, plants, terminals, 

wells, refineries, etc. 
$1,370.00 

7. To place temporarily out of service a tank   

  UST  CUPA fees apply *  

  AST — less than 1,320 gallons  $137.00  

  AST — equal to or greater than 1,320 gallons  $548.00  
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8.To change tank content type  CUPA fees apply *  

9. To manufacture, process, blend or refine  
Actual cost (Sec. 15-

102)  

10. Dispensing into fuel tanks of motor vehicles  $99.00  

11. Dispensing from tank vehicles to motor vehicles  $99.00  

12. To maintain non-operational petroleum facilities  

105.5.19 Floor finishing  $99.00  

105.5.20 Fruit and crop ripening  $99.00  

105.5.22 Hazardous materials (see Groups 1—4 below)   

  Group 1 (see below)  $99.00  

  Group 2 (see below)  $198.00  

  Group 3 (see below)  $248.00  

  Group 4 (see below)  $297.00  

105.5.23 HPM Facilities  $198.00  

105.5.24 High-piled storage  $198.00  

105.5.25 Hot work operations  $99.00  

105.5.26 Indoor plant cultivation   

105.5.27 Industrial Ovens $274.00 

105.5.28 Liquid or gas fueled vehicles or equipment in assembly buildings  $99.00  

105.5.29 Lithium batteries  

105.5.30 LP-gas  $99.00  

105.5.31 Lumber yards and woodworking plants $149.00  
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105.5.32 Magnesium $198.00 

105.5.33 Miscellaneous combustible storage $99.00 

105.5.35 Motor fuel-dispensing facilities  

105.5.35.1 Mobile fueling operations  

105.5.36 Open burning  

Burn Permit Program: (1-3 below)  

 1. Tier I Agricultural  $50.00  

2. Tier II Agricultural  $50.00  

3. Backyard $50.00 

4. Fire Hazard Reduction  $50.00  

5.  LE 5 (General Burn)  

6.  LE 7 (Broadcast Burn)  

105.5.37 Open flames and torches  $99.00  

105.5.38 Open flames and candles  $99.00  

105.5.39 Organic coatings  $99.00  

105.5.40 Outdoor assembly event  

105.5.41 Places of assembly (1-3 below)  

  1. 50—100 occupants  $99.00  

2.  101—300 occupants  $149.00  

3.  over 300 occupants  $198.00  

105.5.42 Plant extraction systems  

105.5.44 Pyrotechnic special effects material  $274.00  
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105.5.45 Pyroxylin plastics  $198.00  

105.5.46 Refrigeration equipment  $99.00  

105.5.47 Repair garages and motor fuel-dispensing facilities  $99.00  

105.5.49 Spraying or dipping  $99.00  

105.5.50 Storage of scrap tires and tire byproducts  $149.00  

105.5.51 Temporary membrane structures and tents   

1. Between 401 - 1600 square feet $137.00 

2. Between 1601 – 3200 square feet $137.00 

3. Over 3200 square feet $137.00 

105.5.52 Tire re-building plants 
Actual cost  

(Sec. 15-102)  

105.5.53 Waste handling $149.00  

105.5.54 Wood products $149.00  

105.5.56 Temporary heating or cooking in wildfire risk areas  

105.5.59 Additional permits (SFM required)   

  1 Production facilities  $137.00  

  2. Pyrotechnic and special effects  $274.00  

  3. Live audiences $137.00  

  

* Fees for these permits are covered by the Certified Unified Program Agency's (CUPA) Underground 
Storage Tank (UST) Program.  

** Fees for these permits are covered under the land use permit fee schedule.  

Group No. 1. $99.00 for any or all of the following:  
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1. Hazardous materials in excess of the amounts listed in Chapter 1, Table 105.6.20 and less 
than those listed in Groups 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3 & 4;  

2. Cryogenic fluids, including flammables, oxidizers or corrosives (including oxygen), in excess 
of the amounts listed in Appendix Chapter 1, Table 105.6.10.  

Exception: Group 1 does not include fuel systems of vehicles or fuel used in connection with oil-
burning equipment.  

Group No. 2. $198.00 for any or all of the following:  

1. Any quantity of explosives, water reactive, pyrophoric or hypergolic materials, highly toxic 
poisons;  

2. 200 cubic feet or more but less than 2,000 cubic feet at standard temperature and pressure 
for compressed gas;  

3. 55 gallons or more but less than 550 gallons; or  

4. 500 pounds or more but less than 5,000 pounds.  

Group No. 3. $248.00 for any or all of the following:  

1. 2,000 cubic feet or more but less than 10,000 cubic feet at standard temperature and pressure 
for compressed gas;  

2. 550 gallons or more but less than 2,700 gallons; or  

3. 5,000 pounds or more but less than 25,000 pounds.  

Group No. 4. $297.00 for any or all of the following:  

1. 10,000 cubic feet or more at standard temperature or pressure for compressed gas;  

2. 2,700 gallons or more; or  

3. 25,000 pounds or more. 

 

(b) Development Review. 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW TYPE FEE 

Conditional Certificate of Compliance $312.00 

Land Use Permit (Up to 2 hours)  

Cannabis Land Use Permit  

Agricultural Enterprise Ordinance  
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Conditional Use Permits – Major (New or Revised) $519.00 

Conditional Use Permits – Major (New or Revised) $103.00 

Conditional Use Permits - Cannabis  

Development Plans (New or Revised) $1247.00 

Development Plans - Any Fire Hazard Severity Zone in the SRA or LRA 
 

Maps - Lot Line Adjustment 
$208.00 

Maps - Tentative Parcel Map  
$1247.00 

Maps - Tract Map - (5-50 Lots) 
$1247.00 

Maps - Tract Map (Each additional 25 lots above initial 50 lots) 
 

Maps: Road Naming New or Rename  
$208.00 

Discretionary Follow-up Permits:  
Parcel Map/Lot Line Adjustment Clearance  

$103.00 

Discretionary Follow-up Permits:  
Map Clearance 

$103.00 

Pre-Application (PRE) Planning Review 
 

Miscellaneous Land Use or Zoning Review 
 

Deferred Submittal Plan Review for Planning projects 
 

Third Party Review – Development Review 
 

Request Modification, Alternative Materials. Design, and Methods - LUD 
 

Master Fire Protection Plan 
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  (c)  Construction Permits.  

 

CONSTRUCTION REVIEW TYPE  FEE  

Fire Protection Certificate (FPC) - Minor  

Fire Protection Certificate (FPC) - Major $536 

H Occupancy Review  

High Piled Storage Plan Review  

Address Issuing 1-5 Without FPC $45.00 

Additional Address Issuing Over 5 
$2.00 each 

additional 

Request Modification, Alternative Materials. Design, and Methods – Construction 
Permits 

 
 

Commercial Hood Systems (Per Hood System) $185.00 

Miscellaneous Construction Permit Review  

Stored Water System or Private Fire Water System without a Fire Pump  

 
Stored Water System or Private Fire Water System with a Fire Pump 

 

Additional Inspection Requests – After 2 Inspections  

After Hours Inspection Requests  

Third Party Review – Construction Permits  

Fire Protection Systems Not Otherwise Classified  

105.6.1 Automatic fire-extinguishing systems  See below **  

105.6.2 Automatic sprinkler systems   

Residential NFPA 13D System $232.00 
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Residential NFPA 13R System – 1 to 5000 Square Feet $509.00 

Residential NFPA 13R System – Each Additional 5000 Square Feet  

Commercial NFPA 13 System – 1 to 10000 Square Feet $509.00 

Commercial NFPA 13 System – Over 52000 Square Feet $694.00 

105.6.3 Compressed gases $411 

105.6.4 Cryogenic fluids See below ** 

105.6.5 Emergency responder communication coverage system See below ** 

105.6.6 Energy Storage Systems $274.00 

105.6.7 Fire alarm and detection systems and related equipment 

 

See below **  

Commercial NFPA 13 Fire Sprinkler Monitoring System (up to 10 devices)  
$509.00 

Fire Alarm Review – Up to 10 Initiating Devices 
$509.00 

Fire Alarm Review – Each Additional 10 Initiating Devices 
 

105.6.8 Fire pumps and related equipment  See below ** 

105.69 Flammable or combustible liquids  

1. To repair or modify a pipeline  $274.00  

2. To install, construct or alter equipment, tanks, plants, terminals, wells, refineries, 

etc.  
$1,370.00  

3. To install, alter, remove, abandon or otherwise dispose of a tank   

UST  CUPA fees apply *  

AST—less than 1,320 gallons  $274.00  

AST—equal to or greater than 1,320 gallons  $548.00  
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105.6.11 Gas detection systems  

105.6.12 Gates and barricades across fire apparatus access roads  

105.6.13 Hazardous materials (see Groups 1—4 below)  

Group 1 (see below)  $137.00  

Group 2 (see below)  $274.00  

Group 3 (see below)  $343.00  

Group 4 (see below)  $411.00  

105.6.14 High-piled combustible storage   

105.6.15 Industrial Ovens  $274.00  

105.6.16 LP-gas  

105.6.17 Motor vehicle repair rooms and booths  

105.6.18 Plant extraction systems   

105.6.19 Private fire hydrants  See below ** 

105.6.20 Smoke control or smoke exhaust systems  

105.6.21 Solar photovoltaic power systems $274.00 

105.6.22 Special event structure  

105.6.23 Spraying or dipping  $274.00  

105.6.24 Standpipe systems  See below ** 

105.6.25 Temporary membrane structures, tents and canopies $137.00 

  

* Fees for these permits are covered by the Certified Unified Program Agency's (CUPA) Underground 
Storage Tank (UST) Program.  

** Fees for these permits are covered under the land use permit fee schedule.  
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Group No. 1. $137.00 for any or all of the following:  

1. Hazardous materials in excess of the amounts listed in Chapter 1, Table 105.6.20 and less 
than those listed in Groups 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3 & 4;  

2. Cryogenic fluids, including flammables, oxidizers or corrosives (including oxygen), in excess 
of the amounts listed in Appendix Chapter 1, Table 105.6.10.  

Exception: Group 1 does not include fuel systems of vehicles or fuel used in connection with oil-
burning equipment.  

Group No. 2. $274.00 for any or all of the following:  

1.  Any quantity of explosives, water reactive, pyrophoric or hypergolic materials, highly toxic 
poisons;  

2.  200 cubic feet or more but less than 2,000 cubic feet at standard temperature and pressure 
for compressed gas;  

3.  55 gallons or more but less than 550 gallons; or  

                   4.     500 pounds or more but less than 5,000 pounds.  

Group No. 3. $343.00 for any or all of the following:  

1. 2,000 cubic feet or more but less than 10,000 cubic feet at standard temperature and pressure 
for compressed gas;  

2. 550 gallons or more but less than 2,700 gallons; or  

3. 5,000 pounds or more but less than 25,000 pounds.  

Group No. 4. $411.00 for any or all of the following:  

1. 10,000 cubic feet or more at standard temperature or pressure for compressed gas;  

2. 2,700 gallons or more; or  

3. 25,000 pounds or more.  
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(d) Occupancy Inspection, Standby and Enforcement.  

 

INSPECTION TYPE  FEE 

Group R-1  

Group R-2  

Group C  

Group I  

Group L  

Special Event – Plan Review  

Film - Plan Review  

Film - Standby Actual Cost 

High Rise – Over 75 feet  

Structure Over 5000 Square Feet  

After Hours Inspection  

Code Enforcement  

Unwanted or Malfunctioning Alarm Response – Greater Than 3 Per Month  

Fire Prevention Safety Officer  

Re-Inspection Fee - After 2 Re-Inspections  

Release of Stop Work Order  

Pre-Inspection - Licensed Care for I, R and Daycares 1-25 persons  

Pre-Inspection - Licensed Care for I, R and Daycares 26+ persons  

Initial Fire Clearance - Licensed Care I, R and Daycares 1 – 6 persons  
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Initial Fire Clearance - Licensed Care I, R and Daycares 7-12 persons  

Initial Fire Clearance - Licensed Care I, R and Daycares 13+ persons  

Fire Clearance Inspection – Licensed Care R2.1 and R4 1-6 persons (Annual)  

Fire Clearance Inspection – Licensed Care R2.1 and R4 7-12 persons (Annual)  

Fire Clearance Inspection – Licensed Care R2.1 and R4 13+ persons (Annual)  

Initial Fire Clearance or Form 850 - All other non-24-hour licensed care facility  

 

(e) Mitigation Fees.  

 

DEVELOPMENT TYPE  FEE 

Residential – Single Family Housing $0.59 per square foot 

Residential – Other Residential Housing $0.75 per square foot 

Nonresidential - Retail/Commercial $0.77 per square foot 

Nonresidential - Office $0.94 per square foot 

Nonresidential - Industrial $0.71 per square foot 

Nonresidential - Warehouse/Distribution $0.52 per square foot 

Nonresidential - Agriculture $0.35 per square foot 

 

(Ord. No. 3788; Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4771, §§ 1, 2, 12-14-2010; Ord. 

No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 12-10-2013; Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016)  

_____

Sec. 15-102. - Surcharges.  

Surcharges based on actual costs will apply when, in the opinion of the fire chief, or his designee(s), 
circumstances develop that require extraordinary time for large scale or special projects, requests for 
subsequent review or other issues including but not limited to special research, consultation, or numerous 
and/or additional inspections to ensure compliance.  
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(Ord. No. 3788; Ord. No. 3896, § 1; Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4771, §§ 1, 2, 

12-14-2010; Ord. No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 12-10-2013; Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016) 

Sec. 15-103. - Petroleum facility response—Cost recovery.  

Petroleum facility operators shall pay a fee as specified below, for any response to their petroleum 
facility (and/or associated piping and wells) by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department that is caused 
by a violation of Chapter 50 (Hazardous Material) or Chapter 57 (Flammable and Combustible Liquids) of 
Article 1 of Chapter 15 of the Santa Barbara County Code. There shall be no fee for the initial response to 
a petroleum facility in a calendar year. However, a fee of seven hundred twelve dollars shall be charged for 
each subsequent response to a petroleum facility in a calendar year. Additionally, if the time needed by 
county fire to mitigate the hazard caused by any violation exceeds two hours, the petroleum facility operator 
shall pay a surcharge based on county fire's actual response costs.  

Exception: Offshore related petroleum facilities with conditional use permits and regulated by the 
county's systems safety and reliability review committee (SSRRC) are exempt from section 15-103.  

(Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4771, §§ 1, 2, 12-14-2010; Ord. No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 

12-10-2013; Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016)  

_____

Secs. 15-104 through 15-120. - Reserved.  

 

Article VI. - Violations-Legal Actions 

Sec. 15-121. - Criminal actions.  

(a)  Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter of the Santa Barbara County Code or 
fails to comply with any order made under this chapter or who builds in violation of any plans submitted 
and/or reviewed under this chapter, or who violated the provisions of any certificate or permit issued 
under this chapter, and/or who fails to comply with an order made under the authority of this chapter, 
is, for each and every such violation and noncompliance respectively, severally guilty of a crime. The 
offense may be filed either as an infraction or a misdemeanor at the discretion of the district attorney.  

(b)  If filed as an infraction and upon conviction thereof, the crime shall be punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one hundred dollars for a first violation, a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars for a second 
violation of the same code provision within a period of one year, and a fine not to exceed five hundred 
dollars for each additional violation of the same Code provision within one year.  

(c)  If filed as a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, the crime shall be punishable by a fine of not 
less than five hundred dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars, or imprisonment in the 
county jail for a period not to exceed ninety days, or by both such fine and imprisonment, except that 
where such prior convictions, as either infractions or misdemeanors, are alleged in the accusatory 
pleading, and either admitted by the defendant in open court, or found to be true by a jury trying the 
case, or by the court in a case where guilt is established by a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, or by 
trial by the court sitting without a jury, the punishment shall be a fine of not less than one thousand 
dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars, or imprisonment in the county jail for a period not 
to exceed one hundred eighty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  

(d)  Each and every day during any portion of which any violation of this chapter or the rules, regulations, 
orders, or permits issued there under, is committed, continued or permitted by such person, firm, or 
corporation shall be deemed a separate and distinct offense.  
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(Ord. No. 3788; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 12-

10-2013; Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016) 

Sec. 15-122. - Civil actions.  

(a)  Injunctive Relief. Whenever any person, firm, or corporation has engaged in or is about to engage in 
any act or practice which constitutes or will constitute a violation of any provision of this chapter or any 
rule, regulation, order, or permit issued thereunder, the district attorney, county counsel or district 
counsel may make application to the Superior Court for an order enjoining such act or practice, or for 
an order directing compliance, and upon a showing by the fire department that such person, firm, or 
corporation has engaged in or is about to engage in any such act or practice, a permanent or 
preliminary injunction, temporary restraining order, or other order may be granted.  

(b)  Abatement. In the event that any person, firm, or corporation shall fail to abate a violation hereunder 
after notice of same and opportunity to correct or end the violation, the district attorney, county counsel 
or district counsel may apply to the Superior Court of this county for an order authorizing the fire 
department to undertake those actions necessary to abate the violation and requiring the violator to 
pay for the costs of such undertaking.  

(Ord. No. 3788; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 12-

10-2013; Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016) 

Sec. 15-123. - Civil remedies and penalties.  

(a)  Civil Penalties. Any person, whether acting as principal, agent, employee, or otherwise, who willfully 
violates any of the provisions of this chapter or any rule, regulation, order or permit issued thereunder, 
shall be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars for each day that the 
violation continues to exist.  

(b)  Costs and Damages. Any person, whether as principal, agent, employee or otherwise, violates any of 
the provisions of this chapter or the rules, regulations, order or permits issued thereunder, shall be 
liable to the County of Santa Barbara for the costs incurred and the damages suffered by the county, 
its agents, and agencies as a direct and proximate result of such violation(s).  

(c)  Procedure. In determining the amount of the civil penalty to impose, the court shall consider all relevant 
circumstances, including, but not limited to, the extent of the harm caused by the conduct constituting 
a violation, the nature and persistence of such conduct, the length of time over which the conduct 
occurred, the danger to public health and safety, the corrective action, if any, taken by the defendant 
and the assets, liabilities, and net worth of the violator(s).  

(Ord. No. 3788; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 12-

10-2013; Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016) 

Sec. 15-124. - Cumulative remedies and penalties.  

 The remedies or penalties provided by this section are cumulative to each other and to the remedies 
or penalties available under all other laws of this state.  

(Ord. No. 3788; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 12-

10-2013; Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016)  
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Sec. 15-125. - Citations—Enforcement procedures.  

 Personnel assigned to the bureau of fire prevention may be guided by the operating procedures as 
outlined in the 2025 CFC, Chapter 1, Section 110 Violations.  

(Ord. No. 3788; Ord. No. 4494; Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1, 2, 1-27-2009; Ord. No. 4771, §§ 1, 2, 12-

14-2010; Ord. No. 4870, §§ 1, 2, 12-10-2013; Ord. No. 4986, §§ 1, 2, 12-6-2016) 

Article VII. - Fire Department Administration of Hazardous Materials/Wastes Laws 

Sec. 15-126. - Fire department enforcement.  

 The Santa Barbara County Fire Department shall be vested with such powers, functions, duties and 
responsibilities with respect to hazardous materials, hazardous substances and hazardous wastes set forth 
in this article VII. Any references or similar references in any law for the regulation of hazardous materials, 
hazardous substances or hazardous wastes to "administering agency," "local enforcement agency," "local 
agency," "local public officer," "health officer" or "local health officer" or similar phrase, which references 
are intended to mean or to identify the local agency designated to administer, implement and/or enforce 
said law, shall mean the Santa Barbara County Fire Department for purposes of this article VII.  

(Ord. No. 4215, § 1; Ord. No. 4494) 

Sec. 15-127. - Transfer of authority.  

 The administration, application, implementation and enforcement of various federal and state laws and 
regulations and local ordinances on the control and regulation of hazardous materials, hazardous 
substances and hazardous wastes are hereby transferred out of the environmental health services division 
of the Santa Barbara County Department of Health Care Services (hereinafter "environmental health 
services"), and into the Santa Barbara County Fire Department (hereinafter "Fire Department").  

(Ord. No. 4215, § 1; Ord. No. 4494) 

Sec. 15-128. - Successor of authority.  

(a)     The Fire Department succeeds to and is vested with the duties, purposes, responsibilities and 
jurisdiction, imposed by law or contract or memoranda, heretofore exercised by environmental health 
services, health officers, local health officers or county health departments as defined in state law and 
the Santa Barbara County Code and ordinances as they relate to hazardous materials, hazardous 
substances and hazardous wastes, including, but not limited to, the following state laws, together with 
their implementing regulations, and the following provisions of the Santa Barbara County Code and 
ordinances:  

(1)     Chapter 6.95 (Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory), §§ 25500 et seq., 
of division 20 of the Health and Safety Code;  

(2)     Chapter 6.7 (Underground Storage of Hazardous Substances), §§ 25280 et seq., of division 20 
of the Health and Safety Code;  

(3)     Chapter 6.75 (Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Cleanup), §§ 25299.10 et seq., of division 
20 of the Health and Safety Code;  

(4)     Chapter 6.5 (Hazardous Waste Control), §§ 25100 et seq., of division 20 of the Health and 
Safety Code;  

(5)     Chapter 6.11 (Unified Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials Regulatory Program), §§ 
25404 et seq., of division 20 of the Health and Safety Code;  
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(6)     Chapter 6.65 (Unified Review of Hazardous Materials Release Sites), §§ 25260 et seq., of 
division 20 of the Health and Safety Code;  

(7)     Chapter 6.67 (Aboveground Storage of Petroleum), §§ 25270 et seq., of division 20 of the 
Health and Safety Code;  

(8)     Chapter 6.8 (Hazardous Substance Account), §§ 25300 et seq., of division 20 of the Health and 
Safety Code;  

(9)     Article III (Hazardous Materials Storage Ordinance), §§ 18-21 et seq., of chapter 18 of the Santa 
Barbara County Code;  

(10)     Article IV (Hazardous Waste Generator Ordinance), §§ 18-30 et seq., of chapter 18 of the Santa 
Barbara County Code; and  

(11)    Article VI (Reporting Requirements), §§ 18-41 et seq., of chapter 18 of the Santa Barbara County 
Code.  

(b)     Chapter 6.6 (Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986), §§ 25249.5 et seq., of division 
20 of the Health and Safety Code; and article VII (Monitoring), §§ 18-49 et seq., of chapter 18 of the 
Santa Barbara County Code, are excluded and excepted from the transfer of authority of hazardous 
materials, substances, and wastes laws and regulations to the Fire Department.  

(Ord. No. 4215, § 1; Ord. No. 4494) 

Sec. 15-129. - Local health officer.  

Whenever, in any statute, rule, regulation, resolution, order or Santa Barbara County Code or 
ordinance a power is granted to or a duty is imposed upon the Santa Barbara County Health Department 
or upon environmental health services or upon the county health officer or health officer or local health 
officer pertaining to hazardous materials, hazardous substances and/or hazardous wastes and/or to 
regulatory programs transferred by the board of supervisors pursuant to this article VII, such powers and 
duties shall thereafter be administered, applied, implemented and enforced by the Fire Department.  

(Ord. No. 4215, § 1; Ord. No. 4494) 

Sec. 15-130. - Power and duties of county health officer.  

(a)     Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to limit or otherwise restrict the Santa Barbara County 
health officer during a state of emergency as provided in Health and Safety Code section 1158.  

(b)     The Santa Barbara County health officer shall also retain such authority as is necessary to meet all 
state and local requirements and responsibilities relating to the protection of public health set forth in 
section 452 of the Health and Safety Code other than those requirements and responsibilities 
transferred pursuant to this article VII to the Santa Barbara County Fire Department.  

(Ord. No. 4215, § 1; Ord. No. 4494) 

Sec. 15-131. - Fees.  

The fee resolutions for environmental health services for the regulation of hazardous 
materials/substances/wastes that are effective on the date of the adoption of this article VII shall remain in 
effect. The Fire Department shall administer and implement said fee resolutions and collect the fees 
authorized by said resolutions until such time as said resolutions are superseded by fee resolutions that 
are hereafter adopted by the board of supervisors for the Fire Department's implementation of this article 
VII.  
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(Ord. No. 4215, § 1; Ord. No. 4494) 

Sec. 15-132. - Violations—Legal actions.  

Article VI, §§ 15-121 et seq., of Chapter 15 of the Santa Barbara County Code shall not apply to this 
article VII. The respective enforcement provisions for each of the programs transferred to the Fire 
Department pursuant to this article VII shall be those that are set forth in each respective program so 
transferred.  

(Ord. No. 4215, § 1; Ord. No. 4494) 

Article VIII. - Reserved[7] 

 

Footnotes:  

--- (7) ---  

Editor's note— Art. VIII, § 15-133, was repealed on the effective date of Ord. No. 4704, §§ 1 and 2, 
adopted Jan. 27, 2009. Art. VIII, § 15-133, pertained to fireworks and derived from § 1 of Ord. No. 4676. 
Now see Article I.  

Sec. 15-133. - Reserved.  

 

SECTION THREE:  Publication and Effective Date 

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from the date of its passage; and before the 

expiration of fifteen (15) days after its passage it, or a summary of it, shall be published once, with the 

names of the members of the Board of Supervisors voting for and against the same in a newspaper of 

general circulation published in the County of Santa Barbara. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara, State 

of California, on this __________ day of __________, 2025 by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN:                                                     
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                                                                                                                    Laura Capps, Chair 

Board of Supervisors 
County of Santa Barbara 

ATTEST: 
Mona Miyasato 
County Executive Office 
Clerk of the Board 
 
 
By: __________________________________ 
          Deputy Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Rachel Van Mullem 
County Counsel 
 
 
By: __________________________________ 
          Deputy County Counsel 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Mark A. Hartwig 
Fire Chief/Fire Warden 
 
 
By: __________________________________ 
          Fire Chief 
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