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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Lots on Alamo Pintado, LLC retained Langan to conduct a cultural resources assessment for the 
Wildwood Project (proposed Project) in consideration of potential impacts to known and 
unknown archaeological resources as a result of proposed Project implementation and in 
accordance with CEQA. The proposed Project includes construction of 100 residential 
apartments spread among seven 1, 2 and 3-story buildings with footprints upon three distinct 
building pads. The conceptual grading plan includes over-excavation, compaction, and import 
of non-expansive materials for stability potentially requiring 36,000 cubic yards of cut and 
20,000 cubic yards of fill. The proposed Project site is comprised of two parcels totaling 
approximately 5.45 acres and an adjoining 60-foot-wide appurtenant easement of approximately 
1.32 acres, located at the northwest corner of the intersection of Old Mission Drive and Alamo 
Pintado Road [APNs 139-530-001 and 139-530-002], within the City of Solvang in Santa 
Barbara County, California. 

This report presents the results of a Phase I pedestrian survey and an Extended Phase 1 
archaeological investigation conducted by Langan for the proposed Project located within the 
City of Solvang, California. A cultural resources records search assessment was performed for 
the proposed Project and determined that archaeological site CA-SBA-1178 very likely 
overlapped the proposed Project site. As a result, the methods of the Phase I and Extended Phase 
I were designed  in order to accomplish the following objectives: 1) to determine the horizontal 
and vertical presence/absence of known and unknown cultural resources within the proposed 
Project site; 2) to better understand, delineate and/or verify the archaeological resource 
boundaries as they relate to the proposed Project; and 3) to determine the potential integrity of 
the soils and extent of previous disturbances affecting the provenance of the present cultural 
materials. This study includes the following components: a California Historical Resources 
Information System (CHRIS) records search of the proposed Project site and a 1-mile radius; 
background research including a literature, archival and historic map and aerial photograph 
review; an intensive-level pedestrian survey of the entire proposed Project site, ground 
penetrating radar survey; subsurface exploratory testing; an assessment of impacts to cultural 
resources; and management recommendations. This investigation was conducted, and the 
report prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the City of 
Solvang requirements and guidelines. 

An archaeological literature and records search conducted at the California Historical Resources 
Information System (CHRIS) Central Coast Information Center (CCIC), located at the Santa 
Barbara.
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Museum of Natural History, determined that one (1) cultural resource had been previously 
identified within the Project area and twenty-one (21) cultural resources have been previously 
identified within 1-mile of the proposed Project site. Of these resources, two (2) are 
multicomponent archaeological sites (consisting of both prehistoric and historic components); 
five (5) are prehistoric-era archaeological sites; five (5) are historic-era archaeological sites; six 
(6) are prehistoric isolates; one (1) is a historic isolate; and two (2) are non-archaeological built 
environment resources. The records search also revealed that thirty-four (34) cultural resource 
investigations have been undertaken within 1-mile of the proposed Project site in all directions, 
two (2) of the cultural resource investigations addressed a portion of the proposed Project site. 
 
The proposed Project site was intensively surveyed by Langan staff archaeologists. The surveys 
encompassed the entirety of the proposed Project site. Ground surface visibility, within the 
proposed Project site, varied from poor to excellent, and special attention was given to barren 
ground including at the base of trees, within animal and human walking trails, along the 
ephemeral drainage banks, and subsurface soils exposed by burrowing animals. A portion of the 
archaeological site CA-SBA-1178, that had been previously recorded to the east and west of the 
proposed Project site, was also observed within the ephemeral drainage running north to south 
in the central portion of the proposed Project site. Subsurface exploration was conducted 
employing backhoe trenches. This method was guided by archival review and GIS analysis and 
selected based on initial hand shovel testing and in field GPR results that returned negative west 
and inconclusive east of the drainage suggesting that the Mission System aqueduct was either 
deeper than 5 feet below the current surface and/or the dense clay soils prevented identification. 
Exploratory testing was also designed to determine the exact alignment of the resource, the 
extent of disturbance to the resource and if possible and appropriate to evaluate the significance 
of extant portions of the resource pursuant to criterion set forth in CEQA. 

This investigation identified the precise alignment both horizontally and vertically of the historic 
archaeological resource (CA-SBA-1178) that is a portion of the Mission Santa Ines water 
conveyance system aqueduct. The resource was found to be relatively intact and to meet several 
criteria required of a significant resource designation pursuant to CEQA.  In consultation with 
an architect, civil engineer, landscape architect, licensed arborist, general contractor, the 
applicant, and the principal archaeologist for this project, avoidance of resource CA-SBA-1178 
was considered and was determined feasible through limitation of construction and other forms 
of ground disturbance within specific distances of the resource.
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No known significant prehistoric cultural resources, as defined by CEQA Section 15064.5, 
exist within the proposed Project site. However, based on the identification of cultural 
resources of both a prehistoric and historic nature surrounding the proposed Project site 
and the presence of potentially intact native soils, the potential for proposed disturbances to 
impact unknown prehistoric and historic cultural resources is possible. 
Significant fill soils as deep as 12 feet below the current surface exist within the western 
portion of the proposed Project site and adjacent easement. The potential for proposed 
disturbances to encounter previously unidentified archaeological material within the fill 
soils is unlikely. Due to the general archaeological sensitivity of the proposed Project area, 
the potential for proposed disturbances to encounter unknown archaeological resources 
within native soils is moderate. If a yet unidentified cultural resource possessing the 
characteristics outlined in CEQA as significant is inadvertently encountered during 
implementation of the proposed Project, there is potential for a substantial adverse change 
in the significance of an historical resource to occur.  

Therefore, the following measures are recommended to ensure that the potential for 
impacts to known and unknown significant cultural resources during proposed ground 
disturbing construction activities would be appropriately addressed consistent with CEQA 
and City of Solvang requirements and guidelines: (1) avoidance of the resource CA-
SBA-1178 through limitation of ground disturbance activities; (2) Retainment of a qualified 
archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior standards responsible for the 
development and implementation of a Cultural Resource Avoidance, Monitoring and 
Inadvertent Discovery Plan; (3) development and presentation of a Workers 
Environmental Awareness Program Training to the Project’s construction personnel; (4) 
performance  of cultural resource monitoring; (5) strict adherence to an inadvertent 
discovery clause; and (6) performance of a limited data recovery excavation, analysis and 
report preparation and submission.  Implementation of these measures would ensure that 
cultural resources encountered inadvertently are treated properly and in accordance with 
CEQA resulting in less than significant impacts to cultural resources.






